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the EU Marine Strategy Framework Directive, and will include coordination with activities under the 

http://www.helcom.fi/helcom-at-work/groups/response
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/RESPONSE%2020-2015-225/default.aspx
http://www.helcom.fi/helcom-at-work/groups/maritime/
http://www.helcom.fi/action-areas/shipping/green-technology-and-alternative-fuels/
http://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2047-2014-186/MeetingDocuments/Outcome%20of%20HOD%2047-2014-Rev.1.pdf
http://www.helcom.fi/action-areas/response-to-spills/aerial-surveillance/
http://www.helcom.fi/Lists/Publications/HELCOM%20report%20on%20Illegal%20discharges%20observed%20during%20aerial%20surveillance%20in%202013.pdf
http://www.helcom.fi/Lists/Publications/HELCOM%20Manual%20on%20Co-operation%20in%20Response%20to%20Marine%20Pollution%20-%20Volume%202.pdf
http://www.helcom.fi/Lists/Publications/HELCOM%20Manual%20on%20Co-operation%20in%20Response%20to%20Marine%20Pollution%20-%20Volume%202.pdf
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technological and operational developments in the field of chemical response. The review of the 

Volume II on response to accidents at sea involving spills of hazardous substances and loss of 

packaged dangerous goods’ (from 2000) is currently being carried out by a dedicated task group and 

will be completed by the end of 2016. 

 

Safety aids for navigation 

Ref: 131 - 133; 136 

HELCOM Expert Group on Safety of Navigation seeks to enhance navigational safety through regional 

cooperation, e.g. through investigating for ways to improve the existing and planned ships’ routeing 

measures. In 2014, the group has advanced regional approaches for determining ships’ safe under 

keel clearance based on the existing national and international guidance. The draft guidelines on 

under keel clearance aim to enhance the efficiency of other measures on safety of navigation such as 

International Maritime Organisation routeing measures and recent re-surveys of main ship routes by 

the Hydrographic agencies of the Baltic Sea coastal countries.  

 

Since 1970s, several routeing measures in the Baltic Sea, established based on the 1974 Convention 

on the Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS), have been drafted and discussed within HELCOM, including its 

experts groups responsible for routeing and safety of navigation. 

 

Regular follow-up on the efficiency of regional safety measures has been enabled by the annual 

HELCOM reports on shipping accidents. The inclusion of response measures, carried out as a result of 

such accidents, has been discussed as a new development of these important regional publications. 

 

Further, for ten years the Baltic region has exchanged data on practically all the larger ships’ 

movements. The system gathers signals from all the Automatic Identification System (AIS) devices on 

ships – the HELCOM AIS network. This network provides real-time surveillance and statistics of the 

movement of ships, and is administered by the HELCOM AIS Working Group, meeting annually since 

2002. E-navigation uses such information to create a second generation of electronic services for 

enhanced safety and environmental performance. A recently started project on Maritime Spatial 

Planning, HELCOM being one partner, will utilize AIS data on ships on its cross-border case studies. 

 

Hazardous submerged objects 

Ref: 142 - 143 

Environmental risks to the Baltic Sea of hazardous submerged objects - covering contaminated 

wrecks and lost or dumped dangerous goods (e.g. containers and other objects) - will be assessed in 

a publication expecting release by 2016. New information is needed as the risk of encountering 

hazardous objects under the Baltic Sea surface is growing due to the increasing use of the seafloor 

by, for example, offshore wind farms, sea cables and pipelines. 

 

The work on submerged hazardous objects builds on the outcome of the completed HELCOM work 

on dumped chemical munitions, summarized in the 2013 report 'Chemical Munitions Dumped in the 

Baltic Sea'. The work will be carried out under an expert group on environmental risks of hazardous 

submerged objects (HELCOM Submerged), established in 2014. 

 

Regular operational exercise on joint oil response  

Ref: 144 - 147; 178; 208 

http://www.helcom.fi/helcom-at-work/groups/maritime/safe-nav
http://www.helcom.fi/action-areas/shipping/publications/
http://www.helcom.fi/helcom-at-work/groups/maritime/ais-ewg
http://www.helcom.fi/Lists/Publications/BSEP142.pdf
http://www.helcom.fi/helcom-at-work/groups/response/submerged
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The annual HELCOM Balex Delta oil spill response exercise was organized for the 25th time in a row in 

June 2014, when sixteen response vessels from the coastal countries and EMSA took part in a 

simulated response action off the coast of Ventspils, Latvia. The organizer of the Balex Delta 2014 

was the Latvian Naval Flotilla Coast Guard Service (LCGS) in cooperation with the State 

Environmental Service (SES). The 2015 exercise will be organized by Poland in August and take place 

in the Gdansk Bay area. The international exercise organized within the HELCOM framework is of 

vital importance to maintain and improve the skills on the joint prevention of major damage from 

spills both in the sea and on the shores of the Baltic Sea countries.  

 

Onshore response to oil and other harmful substances 

Ref: 208 

The Annex VII of the Helsinki Convention was amended on 1 July 2014 to explicitly cover response on 

the shore, in order to strengthen the Baltic Sea pollution response cooperation in situations where 

oil or other substances have reached the shore. Moreover, HELCOM 2013 Ministerial Meeting has 

agreed on the expansion of the operational HELCOM Response Manual with onshore response. The 

new Volume III of the manual focuses especially on response to pollution incidents on the shore, 

defining a common approach on how to plan and carry out international combating operations in the 

Baltic Sea region. HELCOM has targeted Expert Working Groups on response on shore and oiled 

wildlife working under the HELCOM Response Group. 

 

Invasive species and International Convention for the 

http://www.helcom.fi/action-areas/response-to-spills/helcom-balex-delta-and-other-exercises/
http://www.helcom.fi/Lists/Publications/HELCOM%20Manual%20on%20Co-operation%20in%20Response%20to%20Marine%20Pollution%20-%20Volume%203.pdf
http://www.helcom.fi/Pages/SHORELINE.aspx
http://www.helcom.fi/helcom-at-work/groups/response/ewg-owr
http://www.helcom.fi/helcom-at-work/groups/response/ewg-owr
http://helcom.fi/helcom-at-work/projects/balsam/


http://helcom.fi/BALSAM%20publications/Testing%20monitoring%20methods%20for%20non-indigenous%20species%20in%20Baltic%20ports.pdf
http://jointbwmexemptions.org/ballast_water_RA/apex/f?p=100:LOGIN:11000974580672:::::
http://jointbwmexemptions.org/ballast_water_RA/apex/f?p=100:LOGIN:11000974580672:::::
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0308597X14003522
http://www.helcom.fi/action-areas/shipping/sewage-from-ships/
http://helcom.fi/Lists/Publications/Baltic%20Sea%20Sewage%20Port%20Reception%20Facilities.%20HELCOM%20Overview%202014.pdf
http://www.helcom.fi/helcom-at-work/groups/state-and-conservation/
http://www.helcom.fi/action-areas/monitoring-and-assessment/monitoring-manual/


http://www.helcom.fi/action-areas/monitoring-and-assessment/monitoring-and-assessment-strategy/
http://www.helcom.fi/action-areas/monitoring-and-assessment/manuals-and-guidelines/
http://www.helcom.fi/action-areas/monitoring-and-assessment/manuals-and-guidelines/seal-abundance-guidelines/
http://www.helcom.fi/action-areas/maritime-spatial-planning/
http://www.helcom.fi/action-areas/maritime-spatial-planning/helcom-vasab-maritime-spatial-planning-working-group/
http://www.helcom.fi/helcom-at-work/groups/pressure/
http://www.helcom.fi/baltic-sea-action-plan/nutrient-reduction-scheme/
http://www.helcom.fi/action-areas/waste-water-litter/marine-litter/


http://www.helcom.fi/helcom-at-work/projects/plc-6/
http://www.helcom.fi/baltic-sea-action-plan/nutrient-reduction-scheme/
http://www.helcom.fi/action-areas/agriculture/
http://www.helcom.fi/helcom-at-work/groups/agri-group/
http://www.helcom.fi/Recommendations/Rec%2036-1.pdf#search=36-1
http://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2048-2015-189/default.aspx
http://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2048-2015-189/MeetingDocuments/3-1%20Proposal%20for%20the%20Annex%20with%20concrete%20measures%20as%20part%20of%20the%20HELCOM%20RAP%20ML.pdf
http://www.helcom.fi/Documents/HELCOM%20at%20work/Groups/Pressure/Pressure%20group%20Terms%20of%20Reference.pdf
http://www.helcom.fi/Documents/Ministerial2013/Ministerial%20declaration/2013%20Copenhagen%20Ministerial%20Declaration%20w%20cover.pdf
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Following decisions taken during the Annual Meeting in 2014 (HELCOM 35/2014), two regional 

expert workshops and one meeting at a governmental level were conducted enabling the 

development of successively improved drafts of the Action Plan, following a similar approach as in 

OSPAR - Commission for the Oslo and Paris Conventions for the protection of the marine 

environment of the North-East Atlantic. 

 

Moreover, cooperation with other Regional Seas Conventions, e.g. OSPAR, Barcelona Convention and 

http://meeting.helcom.fi/c/document_library/get_file?p_l_id=18971&folderId=2607943&name=DLFE-55881.pdf
http://www.helcom.fi/action-areas/monitoring-and-assessment/monitoring-and-assessment-strategy/
http://www.helcom.fi/baltic-sea-trends/biodiversity/indicators/
http://www.helcom.fi/baltic-sea-trends/eutrophication/indicators/
http://www.helcom.fi/helcom-at-work/projects/holas-ii/
http://www.helcom.fi/helcom-at-work/projects/coreset-ii/
http://www.helcom.fi/helcom-at-work/projects/eutro-oper/
http://www.helcom.fi/action-areas/monitoring-and-assessment/monitoring-manual/
http://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2048-2015-189/default.aspx
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indicators of the status of biodiversity and hazardous substances. In further complementing the set 

http://www.helcom.fi/helcom-at-work/projects/holas-ii/
http://www.helcom.fi/helcom-at-work/groups/state-and-conservation/
http://www.helcom.fi/baltic-sea-trends/data-maps
http://www.helcom.fi/action-areas/fisheries/
http://www.helcom.fi/helcom-at-work/groups/fish-group/
http://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2048-2015-189/MeetingDocuments/3-18%20Draft%20HELCOM%20Recommendation%20on%20aquaculture.pdf
http://www.helcom.fi/action-areas/marine-protected-areas/
http://www.helcom.fi/Recommendations/Rec%2035-1.pdf#search=Rec%2035-1
http://www.helcom.fi/baltic-sea-trends/biodiversity/red-list-of-species/
http://www.helcom.fi/baltic-sea-trends/biodiversity/red-list-of-biotopes-habitats-and-biotope-complexes/
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The area of HELCOM marine protected areas has increased threefold since 2004 and now covers 

about 12% of the marine area of the Baltic Sea. This exceeds the target of 10% spatial coverage set 

by the Convention on Biological Diversity. The Baltic Sea was one of the first regional seas in the 

world to reach this target. The next goal is to reach 10% protection in each sub-basin of the Baltic 

Sea. 

 

Attention will now be placed on including more off-shore areas under the protection regime; on 

increasing ecological coherence; and on finalising management plans for the already established 

HELCOM MPAs. 

 

Further, reporting on the Baltic Sea sites under protection will become easier once the 

modernization of the HELCOM database on HELCOM MPAs is completed by the end of 2015. 

Receiving regular information and data is essential for following up the related HELCOM agreements 

and assessing the ecological coherence of these areas. The aim is to create an approachable 

database via restructuring the existing information and to harmonize the new HELCOM database as 

much as possible with similar ones on North-Atlantic (OSPAR) MPAs and EU’s Natura 2000 sites. 

 

Underwater noise 

Ref: 237 - 238 

In 2013, the HELCOM Ministerial Meeting agreed that the level of ambient and the distribution of 

impulsive sounds in the Baltic Sea should not have negative impact on marine life; and that human 

activities that are assessed to result in negative impacts on marine life should be carried out only if 

relevant mitigation measures are in place. 

 

Accordingly, the 2013 Ministerial Meeting agreed, among others, to establish a set of indicators for 

monitoring ambient and impulsive underwater noise in the Baltic Sea; encourage research on the 

cause and effects of underwater noise on biota; map the levels of ambient underwater noise; set up 

a register of the occurrence of impulsive sounds; as well as consider regular monitoring as well as 

possible options for mitigation measures related to noise taking into account the ongoing work in 

International Maritime Organisation on non-mandatory draft guidelines for reducing underwater 

noise from commercial ships and in the context of Convention on Biological Diversity. 

 

https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2048-2015-189/MeetingDocuments/3-6%20Proposal%20for%20a%20work%20plan%20on%20underwater%20noise.pdf
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including evaluating inputs of noise to the marine environment with the view to developing regional 

action plan on underwater noise as far as necessary, in coordination with relevant subsidiary bodies 

(Terms of Reference of the Pressure group as adopted by HOD 46-2014). 

 

The already ongoing work in OSPAR in the North-East Atlantic will be taken into account, with the 

aim to propose, as part of the Roadmap on underwater noise, how to mutually benefit from 

expertise, knowledge and technical solutions existing or proposed in the HELCOM area and OSPAR 

area, including possible common reporting formats and joint database. 

 

Several HELCOM Member States are currently initiating monitoring and planning future activities on 

underwater noise. 

http://www.helcom.fi/Documents/HELCOM%20at%20work/Groups/Pressure/Pressure%20group%20Terms%20of%20Reference.pdf

