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2. SALIENT FISHERIES ISSUES THAT HAVE ARISEN OR CONTINUED TO BE OF IMPORTANCE 
 DURING 2002 
 
2.1 Illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) fishing 
 
Background 
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effects their vessels, within the context of IUU fishing, are having on world fisheries. A survey background 
document has already been prepared for the meeting based on information provided by FOCs and RFMOs.1 
 
 
2.2 Vessel monitoring systems (VMS) and satellite surveillance  
 
Background 
 
 Vessel monitoring systems (VMS) have seen a great increase in their use for the monitoring, control 
and surveillance (MCS) of fishing vessels. In 1998 it was estimated that five or six countries were monitoring 
the activities of around 2,000 vessels by VMS. By the end of 2002, this had increased to 70 countries 
monitoring 20,000 vessels. Although the increase in the number of countries adopting VMS is bound to slow 
down, it is expected that the number of vessels will continue to increase exponentially due to VMS being used 
on smaller vessels. All countries with substantial fisheries resources have now implemented VMS. Nearly all 
the countries that do not have VMS at the present time are developing countries. They lie between the 
Equator and the Tropic of Cancer and generally have relatively small fisheries resources.  
 
 An important development is the use of VMS by Regional Fisheries Management Bodies (RFMBs) in 
their regulatory areas. The North East Atlantic Fisheries Commission (NEAFC) and the North Atlantic 
Fisheries Organization (NAFO) both require all the vessels of their members to report by VMS to their flag 
state and to the RFMB when in the regulatory area (i.e. while within the geographical area but outside the 200 
nm EEZ limits). This effectively establishes a monitoring regime on the high seas. The Indian Ocean Tuna 
Commission has passed a Resolution requiring its members to apply VMS to 10 percent of their vessels over 
20 metres from mid 2003. The Commission for the Conservation of Antarctic Living Marine Resources 
(CCAMLR) and the International Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas (ICCAT) are considering 
similar measures. 
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2.3 Fisheries subsidies 
 
Background 
 
 The value of subsidies and their effects on the sustainability of fishery resources and on trade in fish 
and fish products is a matter of primary concern for the international fisheries community.  
 
 Since October 1999, FAO observers have been reporting about the Organization’s work on fisheries 
subsidies to all relevant major international meetings. These have included the Committee of Trade and 



 5
2.4 Management of Fishing Capacity 
 
 The management of fishing capacity is one of the main issues facing fisheries governance. It has 
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�� that the sharing of the benefits from the fisheries should not be restricted to allocations of TACs, 

or the equivalent, to national fleets; and 
�� that consideration should also be given to the use of what the Expert Consultation referred to as 

“negotiation facilitators”, or “side payments”, such as quota trades, or mutual access 
arrangements. These would allow broadening the scope for bargaining over allocations, assist in 
achieving compromises when there are differences in the management goals of cooperating 
States/entities, and enhance the flexibility and resilience of the cooperative arrangements over 
time.  

 
 With respect to cooperative management of straddling fish stocks, the Expert Consultation noted two 
critical issues:  
 

1. the issue of new members or participants in regional fisheries management organizations or 
arrangements; and  

2. the issue of what in fact constitutes a “real” interest of a State in a straddling stock fishery. The 
Expert Consultation reviewed approaches currently being taken to address the issue of new 
members or participants. 
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Attachment 1 

 
CONCLUSIONS OF THE SANTIAGO DE COMPOSTELA INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON ILLEGAL, 

UNREPORTED AND UNREGULATED FISHING 
 

The Santiago de Compostela International Conference on Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated fishing 
was held on 25 and 26 November 2002, attended by 43 States, Regional Economic Integration 
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Efforts to combat IUU fishing complement other initiatives to achieve sustainable fisheries particularly 
those related to the management of fishing capacity. 

 
3. The Santiago de Compostela International Conference on illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing 

urged the international community to give further consideration to the following measures. 
 

�� Strengthening RMFOs, which provide the main multilateral forum for the international campaign 
against IUU fishing, bringing together governments, scientists, fishing industry representatives and 
non-governmental organisations with an interest in effective management of fisheries resources; 

 
��


