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 I. Introduction 
 

 

http://www.un.org/sg/en/content/sg/statement/2022-06-08/secretary-generals-message-world-oceans-day-scroll-down-for-french-version
http://www.un.org/sg/en/content/sg/statement/2022-06-08/secretary-generals-message-world-oceans-day-scroll-down-for-french-version
http://www.un.org/sg/en/content/sg/statement/2022-06-27/un-secretary-generals-opening-remarks-united-nations-ocean-conference-delivered
http://www.un.org/sg/en/content/sg/statement/2022-06-27/un-secretary-generals-opening-remarks-united-nations-ocean-conference-delivered
/Depts/los/convention_agreements/texts/koh_english.pdf


http://www.un.org/Depts/los/general_assembly/contributions77.htm


https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---asia/---ro-bangkok/documents/briefingnote/wcms_842605.pdf
https://wwwcdn.imo.org/localresources/en/Documents/Joint%20statement%20UN%20agencies%20on%20crewing%20crisis%202022.pdf
https://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/PressBriefings/pages/DayOfTheSeafarer2022.aspx


https://www.fao.org/3/cb4875en/cb4875en.pdf
https://unctad.org/press-material/high-freight-rates-cast-shadow-over-economic-recovery
https://unctad.org/system/files/official-document/ditcinf2022d1_en.pdf
https://unctad.org/press-material/maritime-trade-weathers-covid-19-storm-faces-far-reaching-knock-effects
https://unctad.org/press-material/maritime-trade-weathers-covid-19-storm-faces-far-reaching-knock-effects
/pga/76/wp-content/uploads/sites/101/2022/04/PGA-letter_UNCLOS-40-programme.pdf
/pga/76/wp-content/uploads/sites/101/2022/04/PGA-letter_UNCLOS-40-programme.pdf
http://www.un.org/bbnj/content/fourth-substantive-session


http://www.un.org/bbnj/fifth_substantive_session
https://isa.org.jm/sessions/27th-session-2022
http://www.undocs.org/splos/32/15
http://www.undocs.org/splos/32/14
http://www.un.org/en/conferences/ocean2022
https://media.un.org/en/asset/k1e/k1ejvr7e9c
http://www.undocs.org/clcs/53/1
http://www.undocs.org/clcs/54/2
http://www.undocs.org/clcs/55/2
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N21/163/02/PDF/N2116302.pdf?OpenElement
http://www.undocs.org/splos/32/15


https://isa.org.jm/sessions/27th-session-2022
/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/depositpublicity.htm
https://www.ilo.org/dyn/seafarers/seafarersbrowse.home
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gender inequality within the fishing and seafood processing sectors and reset it 

through a gender transformative approach.55  

33. To address the underrepresentation of women in ocean science and facilitate 

collective action, the International Gender Champions network launched an Impact 

Group on Research and Oceans for Women. 56  The Authority conducted a gender 

mapping exercise of the deep-sea research 

https://www.unep.org/resources/report/gender-mainstreaming-coastal-and-marine-ecosystems-management-principles-case
https://www.unep.org/resources/report/gender-mainstreaming-coastal-and-marine-ecosystems-management-principles-case
http://www.ilo.org/asia/publications/WCMS_847927
https://isa.org.jm/files/2022-06/Empowering_Women_WIDSR_Report_Web.pdf
http://www.isa.org.jm/vc/enhancing-role-women-msr/WIDSR-project
http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Migration/OHCHR-thematic-report-SAR-protection-at-sea.pdf
https://home-affairs.ec.europa.eu/renewed-eu-action-plan-against-migrant-smuggling-2021-2025-com-2021-591_en
https://www.unhcr.org/publications/brochures/62824f564/joint-statement-on-place-of-safety.html
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included a call to further develop, in line with international law, the requirement of 

delivering persons retrieved at sea to a place of safety. 66  

37. UNODC launched a project on strengthening transregional action and responses 

against the smuggling of migrants to counter migrant smuggling and protect the rights 

of migrants across multiple migration routes.67 UNODC also worked with Bangladesh 

through the Global Action against Trafficking in Persons and the Smuggling of 

Migrants in respect of the Andaman Sea.68 

38. International cooperation on migration included the first International Migration 

Review Forum at United Nations Headquarters in New York in May 202269 to review 

progress in implementing the Global Compact for Safe, Orderly and Regular 

Migration.70 The forum concluded with the adoption of a progress declaration, which 

was subsequently endorsed by the General Assembly, that aimed, inter alia, to develop 

safe and predictable arrival procedures for all migrants, promote responsibility -

sharing in providing a place of safety in accordance with international law and 

develop search and rescue procedures with the primary objective of protecting the  

right to life.71   

 

 

 VI. Maritime safety and security  
 

 

39. In addressing challenges faced by seafarers from the COVID-19 pandemic,72 

efforts were taken to improve living and working conditions based on lessons 

learned. 73  IMO adopted comprehensive action, including by consolidating issues 

related to crew change, access to medical care, ᾴkey workerᾴ designation and the 

prioritization of seafarers for COVID-19 vaccination.74 

40. IMO Council held an extraordinary session 

the An

 

http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/publications/brochures/62824f564/joint-statement-on-place-of-safety.html
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/publications/brochures/62824f564/joint-statement-on-place-of-safety.html
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/human-trafficking/glo-act3/overview.html
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/human-trafficking/glo-act3/overview.html
http://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/imrf-background-note.pdf




https://www.recaap.org/reports


https://doi.org/10.1017/9781009157964.001
https://library.wmo.int/index.php?lvl=notice_display&id=22080#.Yx9nWnbMI2w
https://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar6/wg2/downloads/report/IPCC_AR6_WGII_SummaryForPolicymakers.pdf
https://sdgs.un.org/partnerships/action-networks/ocean-commitments
https://sdgs.un.org/sites/default/files/2022-07/ID3_summary_%20Jamaica%28E%29.pdf
https://sdgs.un.org/sites/default/files/2022-07/ID3_summary_%20Jamaica%28E%29.pdf


https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/cp2021_12_add1E.pdf
https://unfccc.int/news/bonn-dialogue-urges-ocean-based-climate-action
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/cma2021_08r01_E.pdf
https://unfccc.int/documents/278047
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/Report%20on%20oceans_NWP.pdf


 
Advance and Unedited Reporting Material 

 

15/27  

 

developed guidelines for the study of climate change effects on harmful algal 

blooms.130  

57. In terms of financing, UNFCCC highlighted the need to mobilize public, private 

and innovative sources of finance to take advantage of  mitigation and adaptation 

potential of coastal and ocean-based activities and scale-up financial and technical 

support for developing countries. 131  UNCTAD estimated that adaptation costs in 

developing countries were five to ten times greater than currently available adaptation 

finance and that the gap was widening. 132  Urgent increases in adaptation finance 

remain necessary for developing countries, including SIDS, as recognized in the 

Glasgow Climate Pact133 and affirmed at the 2022 Ocean Conference.134 

 

 

 VIII. Ocean sustainability  
 

 

58. Ocean health continued to decline due to, among other factors, increased ocean 

acidification, eutrophication and plastic pollution, 135 endangering the planetôs largest 

ecosystem and affecting the livelihoods of billions of people. Transformative actions 

rooted in science, technology and innovation are needed to reverse the trend and 

achieve ocean sustainability, including through sustainable ocean-based economies 

that balance economic growth with environmental protection and social development . 

Advancing nature-based solutions, ecosystem-based approaches could help ensure a 

sustainable, inclusive and environmentally resilient recovery from the COVID-19 

pandemic, 136  including by implementing a ñsource-to-seaò approach that directly 

addresses the links between land, water, coastal and marine ecosystems in support of 

holistic natural resources management and economic development. 137   

59. Ocean sustainability remains a focus of global commitments to achieve the 2030 

Agenda,138  as reflected in the outcomes of the 2022 Ocean Conference, 139  and the 

High-level Political Forum on Sustainable Development (HLPF), convened under the 

auspices of the Economic and Social Council on the theme ñBuilding back better from 

the COVID-19 while advancing the full implementation of 2030 Agenda for 

Sustainable Developmentò. 140  Ocean sustainability also continued to guide the 

implementation of the UN Decade of Ocean Science141 and remained a central focus 

__________________ 

130 IOC contribution.  
131 UNFCCC contribution; Also see Forum of the Standing Committee on Finance for Nature-based Solutions, 

Synthesis paper by the UNFCCC Secretariat, available at: 

https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/BN7_SCF27_Forum%20synthesis%20report.pdf .  
132 UNCTAD contribution.  
133 Report of the Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to the Paris Agreement on its third 

session, held in Glasgow from 31 October to 13 November 2021, FCCC/PA/CMA/2021/10/Add.1, Glasgow 

Climate Pact, Decision 1/CMA.3, paras. 14-19 available at: 

https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/cma2021_10_add1_adv.pdf. 
134 General Assembly resolution 76/296, annex, footnote 8, para. 6. 
135 Report of the Secretary-General, Progress towards the Sustainable Development Goals, E/2022/55, para.130. 

See also, Second World Ocean Assessment, chapter 1, available at: https://www.un.org/regularprocess/woa2; 

Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services Global Assessment Report 

on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services, available at: https://ipbes.net/global-assessment.  
136 General Assembly resolution 76/296, annex, footnote 8, para. 9. See also, Ministerial Declaration, HLPF 2022, 

footnote 8, para.63. 
137 The Sustainable Development Goals Report 2022, p. 54, available at: 

https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2022/The-Sustainable-Development-Goals-Report-2022.pdf. 
138 Report of the Secretary-General, Progress towards the Sustainable Development Goals, E/2022/55, paras. 130-

135.  
139 General Assembly resolution 76/296, annex, footnote 8.  
140 Ministerial Declaration, HLPF 2022, footnote 8, paras. 51-65. 
141 IOC-UNESCO contribution.  

https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/BN7_SCF27_Forum%20synthesis%20report.pdf
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/cma2021_10_add1_adv.pdf
/regularprocess/woa2
https://ipbes.net/global-assessment
https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2022/The-Sustainable-Development-Goals-Report-2022.pdf
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in implementing the United Nations Decade of Ecosystem Restoration 142  and the 

development of the post-2020 global biodiversity framework.143     

60. Efforts to achieve ocean sustainability continued at all levels, including through 

developing and implementing regulatory frameworks, strategies, action plans and 

tools, 144  promoting sustainable trade in ocean-related goods and services, 145 

advancing scientific knowledge and technological innovation, 146  promoting 

cooperation, coordination and partnerships, 147  building capacity and providing 

technical assistance, 148  mobilizing resources, 149  and mainstreaming gender 

perspectives and womenôs empowerment, 150  as well as implementing international 

https://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/31813/ERDStrat.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000381921
https://sdgs.un.org/events/promoting-and-strengthening-sustainable-ocean-based-economies-particular-small-island
https://sdgs.un.org/events/promoting-and-strengthening-sustainable-ocean-based-economies-particular-small-island
https://www3.weforum.org/docs/WEF_FOA_The_Ocean_Finance_Handbook_April_2020.pdf


/ohrlls/mvi/hlp
https://sdgs.un.org/sites/default/files/2022-07/MVI_Panel_TOR_%202021.pdf
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67. Under the Global Ocean Observing System (GOOS), which consists of over 

8,900 ocean observing platforms across 12 global networks, 170  the operation of 

networks impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic resumed, though at reduced scales.171 

A co-design workshop was held with observing and modelling communities and key 

user stakeholders.172 The IOC-UNESCO Executive Council decided in June 2022 that 

information from member States on experiences regarding sustained observations in 

areas under national jurisdiction should be collated and reported to the Assembly of 

IOC-UNESCO in 2023.173  

68. Specific actions were taken to further research on ocean acidification, 174 

deoxygenation,175 ocean and blue carbon,176 harmful algae blooms,177 marine invasive 

species, 178  marine pollution, including marine litter, 179  marine species and 

ecosystems, 180  bathymetry, 181  oceanography, 182  and more generally to strengthen 

regional and national ocean observations, including early warning systems.183 New 

data was also collected for Goal 14 indicators 14.3.1 (ocean acidification) and 14a.1 

(ocean research capacity),184 while data on indicator 14.4.1 (sustainable fish stocks) 

was assessed and reported in 2022. 185  Data continued to be collected under the 

auspices of various conventions,186 together with the promotion, in some instances, of 

technology transfer.187  

69. Efforts were underway to improve data management and sharing. 188  The 

International Oceanographic Data and Information Exchange network comprises 93 

national data centres, while the Ocean Biodiversity Information System  saw an 

exponential increase in its data records, containing nearly 100 million occurrences 

drawn from 4,000 datasets. 189  The WMO Unified Data Policy was approved and 

required WMO member States to make freely available certain ocean observation 

data.190 Work continued on standardizing hydrographic frameworks191 and deep-sea 

taxonomy.192 The Authority launched an initiative to advance, through knowledge-

sharing, scientific understanding of deep-sea ecosystems in the Area.193 The World 

Telecommunication Standardization Assembly recognized the importance of science 

__________________ 

170 IOC-UNESCO contribution (pp. 1, 8).  
171 IOC-UNESCO contribution (p. 8). 
172 IOC-UNESCO contribution (p. 11

Ύ1
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https://www.itu.int/dms_pub/itu-t/opb/reg/T-REG-LIV.1-2022-PDF-E.pdf
https://www.fao.org/documents/card/en/c/cc0461en
https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.1909726116
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/depts/los/convention_agreements/fish_stocks_agreement_states_parties.htm
/depts/los/bottom_fishing_workshop.htm
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/WT/MIN22/33.pdf
https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/rulesneg_e/fish_e/implementfishagreement22_e.htm


https://www.imo.org/en/OurWork/PartnershipsProjects/Pages/GloLitter-Partnerships-Project-.aspx
https://www.ospar.org/documents?v=48461
http://cpps.dyndns.info/cpps-docs-web/planaccion/docs2022/publicaciones/PRGIBMPS.pdf
http://cpps.dyndns.info/cpps-docs-web/planaccion/docs2022/publicaciones/PRGIBMPS.pdf
https://wedocs.unep.org/handle/20.500.11822/39755;jsessionid=BD69A78C61877EA2AD4C709EA39A2E02
https://www.unep.org/unepmap/meetings/cop-decisions/cop22-outcome-documents
https://www.unep.org/unepmap/meetings/cop-decisions/cop22-outcome-documents


/en/StopRedSeaSpill


http://www.unoceans.org/activities/en/
http://www.unoceans.org/documents/en/
https://sdgs.un.org/partnerships/united-nations-convention-law-sea-40-successes-and-future-prospects
https://sdgs.un.org/partnerships/united-nations-convention-law-sea-40-successes-and-future-prospects
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http://www.un.org/oceancapacity


http://www.un.org/Depts/los/general_assembly/general_assembly_reports.htm
http://www.un.org/oceancapacity/norway
http://www.un.org/oceancapacity/oets
http://www.un.org/oceancapacity/WorldBank
http://www.un.org/oceancapacity/SA
http://www.un.org/oceancapacity/tf
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/general_assembly/general_assembly_reports.htm
https://isa.org.jm/sessions/27th-session-2022
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were delivered in-person in March and August 2022, respectively. Implementation of 

/sg/en/content/sg/speeches/2022-06-27/secretary-generals-opening-remarks-united-nations-ocean-conference
/sg/en/content/sg/speeches/2022-06-27/secretary-generals-opening-remarks-united-nations-ocean-conference



