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Level Dialogue on Counter-Terrorism that took place in June 2017 in Ashgabat, in presence of 

UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres. It  embraces preventive measures against terrorist 

threats faced in the region. It also places emphasis on information and best practice sharing as 

well as the regional partnerships. Moreover, the new initiative will work to mainstream human 

rights into its implementation.  

 

 Excellencies, 

 

We are now at a crucial point in the global fight against terrorism. The Islamic State in 

Iraq and the Levant, Al-Qaida and their affiliates continue to pose a significant and evolving 

threat around the world.  The threat they pose is increasingly complex and transnational. No 

country is immune. No country has all the answers. 

 

This region is well aware of the evolving threat from ISIL and its affiliates. An estimated 

4,000 nationals from Central Asian countries may have travelled to Iraq and Syria to fight for 

ISIL. 

We need to remain vigilant to prevent ISIL taking root in other countries and regions 

around the world, including Central Asia. 

 

So it is vital that we strengthen international counter-terrorism cooperation at the global, 

regional and national levels, while respecting human rights and complying with international 

law. 




