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)ÎÔÅÒȤ0ÁÒÌÉÁÍÅÎÔÁÒÙ 5ÎÉÏÎ 3ÅÃÒÅÔÁÒÙȤ'ÅÎÅÒÁÌ -ÁÒÔÉÎ #ÈÕÎ-
gong said that as “democracy optimist”, he saw the question 
as one not about the democratic concept of government, but 
rather about the institutions, the systems, and approaches 
that have been put in place to implement democracy. The 
public perception of parliaments was often negative, one of 
“self-serving individuals, corrupt, not working for the people, 
and most often throwing chairs at each other during parlia-



5.$%& %ØÅÃÕÔÉÖÅ (ÅÁÄ !ÎÎÉËÁ 3ÁÖÉÌÌ ÃÈÁÉÒÅÄ Á 
ÓÅÓÓÉÏÎ ÏÆ Á #ÈÁÔÈÁÍ (ÏÕÓÅ ÃÏÎÆÅÒÅÎÃÅ ÏÎ +ÏПÉ 
Annan’s legacy in June 2019, in which panellists 
ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅÄ 2ÁÉÌÁ /ÄÉÎÇÁȟ +ÅÎÙÁȭÓ ÆÏÒÍÅÒ 0ÒÉÍÅ -ÉÎÉÓ-
ter. Listening in the foreground of the top photo are 
+ÏПÉ !ÎÎÁÎȭÓ ×ÉÄÏ×ȟ .ÁÎÅ !ÎÎÁÎȟ ÁÎÄ ÈÉÓ Ô×Ï ÃÈÉÌ-
ÄÒÅÎȟ +ÏÊÏ ÁÎÄ !ÍÁȢ  !ÎÎÉËÁ 3ÁÖÉÌÌ ÒÅÃÁÌÌÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ +ÏПÉ 
Annan used to say “No one is born a good citizen, 
no country is born a democracy. Both are processes 
ÔÈÁÔ ÃÏÎÔÉÎÕÅ ÔÏ ÅÖÏÌÖÅ ÏÖÅÒ Á ÌÉÆÅÔÉÍÅȢȱ (ÉÓ ÁÐ-
proach for democracy too continued to evolve over 
his lifetime. Already in 1999, he issued a prescient 
×ÁÒÎÉÎÇȢ 5ÎÌÅÓÓ ÔÈÅ ÂÅÎÅПÉÔÓ ÏÆ ÇÌÏÂÁÌÉÚÁÔÉÏÎ ×ÅÒÅ 
shared more fairly, all the “isms” of the 20th century 
would come parading back – the “isms” that exploit 
the insecurity and misery of people who feel victim-
ÉÚÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ ÇÌÏÂÁÌ ÍÁÒËÅÔȡ ÐÒÏÔÅÃÔÉÏÎÉÓÍȠ ÐÏÐÕÌÉÓÍȠ 
authoritarianism; nationalism; ethnic chauvinism; 
fanaticism; and terrorism. The more there are 
wretched people, the more those “isms” would con-
tinue to gain ground. In 2000, he started sounding 
ÔÈÅ ÁÌÁÒÍ ÁÂÏÕÔ ×ÈÁÔ ÈÅ ÃÁÌÌÅÄ ȰПÉÇȤÌÅÁÆ ÄÅÍÏÃÒÁÃÙȱȟ 
where democratic rule is maintained in name only, 
while in reality authoritarian government has taken 
over. After completing his term, he developed a pas-
sion for electoral integrity again, not only in itself, 
but also as an entry point into good governance, na-
tional dialogue and peacebuilding, starting with his 
×ÏÒË ÏÎ +ÅÎÙÁȭÓ ÐÏÓÔȤÅÌÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÐÅÁÃÅ ÐÒÏÃÅÓÓ ÁÎÄ 
then founding two global commissions on electoral 
ÉÎÔÅÇÒÉÔÙȢ  4ÈÒÏÕÇÈÏÕÔ ÈÉÓ ÌÅÁÄÅÒÓÈÉÐȟ +ÏПÉ !ÎÎÁÎ 
was committed to the rights of women and girls, 
ÁÎÄ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÌÉÖÉÎÇ ×ÉÔÈ ()6Ⱦ!)$3Ȣ
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are constrained by law and not law that is constrained by lead-
ers”. Carothers emphasized the need for a balance between 
openness and judiciousness in debates about democracy, distin-
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NEWS FROM THE FIELD 

UNDEF sees results in Tunisia

5.$%& %ØÅÃÕÔÉÖÅ (ÅÁÄ !ÎÎÉËÁ 3ÁÖÉÌÌ ÖÉÓÉÔÅÄ 5.$%& ÐÒÏÊÅÃÔÓ ÉÎ 
Tunisia in June 2019, at a critical time for the country’s democrat-
ic transition and the role of civil society. She chaired a roundtable 
in Tunis together with the UN Resident Coordinator for UNDEF’s 
ongoing civil society projects in Tunisia. These included ‘Entrepre-
ÎÅÕÒÓÈÉÐ ÆÏÒ 0ÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ )ÎÃÌÕÓÉÏÎ ÏÆ 6ÕÌÎÅÒÁÂÌÅ 9ÏÕÔÈ ÉÎ 4Õ-
ÎÉÓÉÁȭȟ ÉÍÐÌÅÍÅÎÔÅÄ ÂÙ 4ÁÍËÅÅÎ ÆÏÒ $ÅÖÅÌÏÐÍÅÎÔȠ Ȭ+ÉÆȤ+ÉÆȟ ÆÅÍÍÅÓ 
et hommes’, implemented by Free Sight Association; ‘Observatoire 
pour la défense du droit à la différence en Tunisie‘, implemented by 
!ÓÓÏÃÉÁÔÉÏÎ 4ÕÎÉÓÉÅÎÎÅ ÐÏÕÒ ÌÁ 0ÒÏÍÏÔÉÏÎ ÄÕ $ÒÏÉÔ Û ÌÁ ÄÉÆÆÅÒïÎÃÅȠ 
‘Feyza pour l’égalité des chances‘, implemented by the Tunisian 
!ÓÓÏÃÉÁÔÉÏÎ ÆÏÒ -ÁÎÁÇÅÍÅÎÔ ÁÎÄ 3ÏÃÉÁÌ 3ÔÁÂÉÌÉÔÙȠ ÁÎÄ Ȭ&ÅÍÍÅÓ ÅÔ 
hommes égaux dans les pouvoirs locaux en Tunisie‘, implemented 
by Association Lam Echaml. 
 
Annika Savill also co-chaired a townhall discussion on empowering 
youth in Tunisia together with Zitouna Tamkeen CEO Nabil Ghalleb. 
0ÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÁÎÔÓ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅÄ ÙÏÕÎÇ 5.$%& ÐÒÏÊÅÃÔ ÂÅÎÅПÉÃÉÁÒÉÅÓȟ ÐÒÏÊÅÃÔ 
ÌÅÁÄÅÒÓȟ ÓÐÏÎÓÏÒÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÍÅÄÉÁȢ  0ÒÏÇÒÅÓÓ ÒÅÐÏÒÔÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÅÓÔÉÍÏÎÉÅÓ 
ÃÁÍÅ ÆÒÏÍ ÙÏÕÔÈ ÂÅÎÅПÉÔÔÉÎÇ ÆÒÏÍ ÁÎ ÏÎÇÏÉÎÇ 5.$%&ȤÆÕÎÄÅÄ 
project to include and economically empower vulnerable youth in 
ÔÈÅ ÎÏÒÔÈÅÁÓÔÅÒÎ ÇÏÖÅÒÎÏÒÁÔÅÓ ÏÆ "ïÊÁȟ *ÅÎÄÏÕÂÁȟ +ÅÆ ÁÎÄ 3ÉÌÉÁÎÁȢ  
Implemented by local NGO Tamkeen For Development, the project 
links economic empowerment and political participation for youth 
at risk in poverty-prone areas of the country. The project aims to 
integrate youth in the country’s social fabric and democratic transi-
tion by equipping them to participate in their regions’ economic and 
political life, through raining in soft skills, project management, par-
ticipative democracy, entrepreneurship. The project is co-managed 
through a youth-led steering committee, allowing them to exercise 
leadership and launch public initiatives where they can put into 
practice the foundations of democracy. As a result of project, almost 
ωπ ÐÅÒ ÃÅÎÔ ÏÆ ÐÒÏÊÅÃÔ ÂÅÎÅПÉÃÉÁÒÉÅÓ ÖÏÔÅÄ ÆÏÒ ПÉÒÓÔ ÔÉÍÅȠ  Ô×Ï ÙÏÕÎÇ 
×ÏÍÅÎ ÐÒÏÊÅÃÔ ÂÅÎÅПÉÃÉÁÒÉÅÓ ÒÁÎ ÆÏÒ ÌÏÃÁÌ 'ÏÖÅÒÎÍÅÎÔ ÏÆПÉÃÅȟ 

one of whom one was was elected; several others became 
electoral observers;  yet more formed and led Groupements 
de Développement Agricole – demoocratically mandat-
ed  public utility organizations include owners and users, 
empowered by the state to manage natural resources. Thus 
through vocational and political participation training, 
the project already has achieved objectives of democratic 
engagement.
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