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assessment of the impacts of wildfires and their associated costs is 
thus critical in devising effective programs to reduce the risk and 
impacts of future wildfires.

a. Economic impacts

 Á Wildfires have direct economic costs such as asset losses and 
firefighting costs. Wildfires also have indirect economic costs 
through their impact on economic activities and reduced asset 
values. While global statistics on such economic impacts are 
not available, countries have reported a significant increase 
in wildfire damage costs in recent decades (François-Nicolas 
Robinne, 2020). It is important to note that the indirect and 
long-term costs of wildfires, are usually higher than the direct 
and short-term costs and tend to accrue over time. These costs 
are often missed from the total damage costs of wildfires. 
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vicious cycle could go beyond the resilient capacity of ecosys-
tems and cause irreversible changes to ecosystems and human 
lives (François-Nicolas Robinne, 2020). 

b. Human activities 

 Á
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of wildfires caused by human activities and climate change.  
Furthermore, countries should prioritize fire mitigation and 
prevention in addition to fire suppression. In this respect, 
Integrated fire management (IFM)3 ,which is well devel-
oped and implemented in several countries, provides a good 
example of methodology to be used at the national and local 
level.

e. Involving people and stakeholders

 Á Effective implementation of wildfires management strategies 
is largely dependent on the active participation by stake-
holders in all stages of their preparation and implementation. 
Engagement of indigenous peoples and local communities, 
scientific experts, and the private sector is particularly 
important in this regard. Specifically, indigenous peoples 
and local communities should be involved in the develop-
ment and implementation of sustainable land use, forest and 


