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Chairperson and distinguished delegates, 

Ladies and Gentlemen 

 

I have the honour to address the 49th Session of the Commission on 

Population and Development on behalf of the Republic of South 

Africa. I would also like to congratulate the newly elected Members of 

the Bureau and to assure you of our continued support during your 

tenure.  

 

Chairperson, we consider this session, which marks the 21st 

anniversary of the adoption of the historic Programme of Action of 

the International Conference on Population and Development (ICPD) 

as an important opportunity for Member States to consolidate 

progress made over the past years and to accelerate action on key 

areas as well as provide impetus to tackle emerging issues. 

 

The ICPD Programme of Action was and remains one of the most 

important platforms in the global work on population and 
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The time is right and that time is right now to build the future we 

want for many young people, women and girls across the globe as 

we transit into the Post-2015 development agenda, where the focus 

is on sustainable development goals. 

 

Sustainable development includes investing in life long health and 

education for young people who today constitute a large number of 

the world’s population than any time in the history of humankind. 

Sustainable development  is also about reproductive justice, that is, 

providing universal access to sexual and reproductive health and 

reproductive rights for all people, without discrimination on the basis 

of age, sex, gender identity or sexual orientation, economic status or 

religion. These are the building blocks for the full implementation of 

the rights-based framework in advancing the ICPD agenda. And 

these are building blocks for the future that we all want for our 

children and many generations to come.  

 

Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen, the recent review of the South 

African Population Policy as well as the ICPD-POA reveals a 

systematic decline in the country’s population growth rate. This 

decline is expected to continue in the future. Like other developing 

countries, South Africa has a youthful age structure, with sixty eight 

percent of the population younger than 35 years. According to the 

2011 Census data, the youth (i.e. 14 – 35 years) constitute thirty 

seven percent of the population.  

 

This age cohort is critical to the country’s continued development and 

demographic evolution as they represent new entrants to the labour 

market and serve as the basis for future demographic growth. 

Recognising the importance of addressing the rights and the needs of 

youth, the South African Government has taken measures to improve 

access to quality education and skills development, quality and 
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health and rights services as well as access to decent employment 
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related issues, and it is especially delicate in Africa.  When 

promoting rights, the situation becomes complex, particularly 

when rights addressing the status of women is concerned; 

 

• Section 9(2) of our constitution prohibits discrimination on a number of 
grounds including gender, sex, sexual orientation and gender identity, 

religion, age, marital status, disability and pregnancy. The same 

constitution binds the executive in all our actions which means 

that South Africa will continue to champion the promotion and 

protection of all of these rights. We do this not only because 

we have to but because our onw history of fighting oppression 

enjoins us morally to do so. . 

 

• We commit ourselves to continue working, without any 

ambiguity to advance South Africa’s role in ensuring the 

integration of population matters in the Post 2015 Development 

Agenda, with specific focus on sexual and reproductive health 

and rights, including HIV and AIDS, malaria and tuberculosis, 

and other communicable and non-communicable diseases; 

migration and the rights of migrants; gender; and population 

dynamics;  

 

 

Chairperson and distinguished delegates, 

 

South Africa will continue to push vigorously for the implementation 

the ICPD Programme of Action as we have been doing for the past 

twenty one years and as reflected in our nation policies and 

programmes. Our march on the road to dignity by 2030 as outlined 

by the Secretary General is long and challenging, but we stand ready 

to continue to work with the rest of the democratic world in keeping 

the Cairo Consensus and the Post-2015 Development Agenda alive.  
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Twenty one years after the Cairo Consensus, and on an occasion 

such as this, nothing is more appropriate and more inspirational than 

the words of the first democratically elected President of the Republic 


