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A key feature of the upgraded dataset is that it includes, for the first time, estimates and 
projections by single year of age and by one-year time interval—the so-called “1x1” data 
configuration, instead of the “5x5” layout employed previously.  

[slide 2] In preparing the new data, standardized and harmonized procedures were developed 
for various purposes: for example, to streamline the analysis and modelling of historical time 
series of fertility and mortality data, to evaluate and adjust population censuses, to estimate 
the level of net migration between two censuses, and to estimate population size and other 
demographic indicators using the cohort-component method. These new methods were 
developed and applied to data organized by single years of age and time.  

The new data set is accompanied by various reports and other materials describing global and 
regional trends in population, including the three components of population change – fertility, 
mortality and international migration. 

### 

[slide 3] The results of World Population Prospects 2022 confirm that the world’s population 
has grown considerably during the lifetime of the United Nations.  From an estimated 2.5 billion 
people in 1950, the population has increased more than threefold.  Around mid-November 
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Central and Southern Asia, Latin America and the Caribbean, and Europe and Northern America 
are projected to reach their peak size and to begin to decline before 2100.  

[slide 8] Although slower population growth worldwide is attributable almost entirely to fertility 
decline, the impact of a reduction in fertility on the population growth rate is not immediate 
due to the momentum of past growth. In fact, two-thirds of the projected increase in global 
population through 2050 will be driven by such momentum, which is embedded in the youthful 
age structure of the current population.  Such growth would occur even if childbearing in 
today's high-fertility countries were to fall immediately to around two births per woman.  
However, the momentum of past growth dissipates over time.  If the lower fertility rate 
continues in future generations, the cumulative impact would bring a more substantial 
reduction of global population growth in the second half of the century.  

[slide 9] Just as significant as the increase in numbers is the fact that the global population is 
growing older.  Across the globe, the distribution of the population by age is shifting upward, 
from younger to older ages.  For example, the share of the global population at ages 65 years 
and above is projected to rise from 10 per cent in 2022 to 16.5 per cent in 2050 and then 24 per 
cent in 2100, while the share below age 15 is projected to fall from 25 per cent in 2022 to 21 
per cent in 2050 and then 16.5 per cent in 2100.  

Understanding and anticipating these changes – both the growth and the ageing of the human 
population – are extremely important as the world seeks to set a path toward sustainable 
development.  In most countries of sub-Saharan Africa, as well as in parts of Asia and Latin 
America and the Caribbean, the share of population at the working ages has been increasing in 
recent years thanks to sustained reductions in the level of fertility, which lowers the proportion 
of children in the population and pushes up the share in the working-age range.  

This upward shift of population from childhood to the working ages provides a time-bound 
opportunity for accelerated economic growth on a per capita basis – a phenomenon known as 
the “demographic dividend”.  To maximize the potential benefits of a favourable age 
distribution, countries should invest in the further development of their human capital by 
ensuring access to health care for all and to a quality education at all ages and by promoting 
opportunities for productive employment and decent work.  

On the other hand, countries with ageing populations should take steps to adapt public 
programmes to the growing proportion of older persons, including by establishing universal 
health care and long-term care systems and by improving the sustainability of social security 
and pension systems. 

[slide 10] International migration is having an important impact on population trends for some 
countries.  For high-income countries in the period from 2000 to 2020, the contribution of 
international migration to population growth exceeded the balance of births over deaths (80.5 
million for the net inflow of migrants versus 66.2 million for the balance of births over deaths).  
Over the next few decades, the number of deaths will come to exceed the number of births in 
high-income countries, and thus immigration will become the sole driver of population growth 
in high-income countries.  
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By contrast, for the foreseeable future, population increase in low-income and lower-middle-
income countries will continue to be driven by a substantial excess of births over deaths, which 
is considerably larger than the modest outflow of emigrants in most cases.  All countries, 
whether experiencing net inflows or outflows of migrants, should take steps to ensure that 
such movements are safe, orderly and regular.  
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### 

In closing, I wish to recognize that this new data set is the result of almost three years of work 
by my colleagues in the Population Division.  I would like to acknowledge the dedicated and 
hardworking staff members who have contributed to the data set and report that are being 
released today.  

I wish you a productive and insightful discussion at today’s symposium. 

Thank you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


