
This project  is funded  by the  European Union 
and implemented  by MEDSTAT IV Consortium  

NOM Prénom  
Fonction 

FACILITY FOR 
EUROMED 

DIALOGUE AND 
EXCHANGE OF 

BEST PRACTICES 

 

MEDSTAT IV 
 

Europeaid/136489/DH/SER/MULTI – Lot 1  

Interregional workshop on collecting and using 
migration -related data for development: 

cooperation and exchange  
in the European -African corridor  

 
Rome, 30 Nov. – 2 Dec. 2016 

 

 

The use of household surveys  
for migration and development  

 
 
 

Giambattista Cantisani 
Key Expert  on Migration and Labour Statistics  

 





    This project is funded by the European Union  



    This project is funded by the European Union  

PAGE 

4 

General household surveys 

�ƒ Main conditions for using migration modules 

• Migration profile of the country 
• Needs of information  
• Degree of understanding of the usefulness of evidence-based 

policy-making by the governmental services 
• Existing availability of operations and data/statistics 
• Distinction between quantitative and qualitative measurements 
• Inter-institutional collaboration 
• Technical capabilities and financial resources 
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Migration-specialised household surveys 

�ƒ Main features 

• Most suitable to inform about the migratory histories (the why, 
when and how of migration), the complete profiles, ways of life, 
attitudes as well as future the plans of individuals and 
households, i.e. the determinants, modalities and consequences 
of migration. 

• Flexible, may focus on specific components or aspects of 
migration such as the immigration of foreigners or selected 
groups of them into the country, the emigration of nationals 
abroad, the return migration or the intention of people towards 
emigrating abroad, separately or at same time.  

• May apply to individuals as well as households as such. 
• Generally also focus on ‘control groups’ (e.g., non-migrants, non-

migrant households). 
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MED-HIMS 

• A programme of specialised national 
surveys aiming to study the recent 
trends, causes, determinants, dynamics 
and consequences of international 
migration and the inter-linkages between 
migration and development 

• Implemented in a coordinated way based 
on: 
– Model Questionnaires (MQs) and 

other model manuals 
– Supervision of a Programme Steering 

Committee chaired by EUROSTAT and 
support of a PIU 

– National and international funding 
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MED-HIMS 

• MED-HIMS provides updated, reliable and regionally comparable 
official statistics to be used for policy making.  

• Results for diverse reference households and population categories 
and a series of topics/dimensions: 

�9 Current migrants (MQ-2): characteristics, migration drivers, role 
of networks, perceptions and intentions, remittances, … 

�9 Return Migrants (MQ-3): migration motivations, migration for 
return, remittances, … 

�9 Non-migrants (MQ-4): intention to migrate, … 

�9 Forced Migrants (MQ-5): migration processes, situation in the 
host country, prospects and intentions, … 
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MED-HIMS: Some possible use for policy making 
Topics/data derived from MED-HIMS 

  

Persons: 
‐Demographic and socio-economic characteristics of migrants and 
potential migrants 

‐Pre- and post-migration situation and motives for migration 
(employment, education, qualifications, skills, integration/exclusion, etc.) 

‐Migration intentions and potential destination 
‐Patterns of circular migration and skills and knowledge acquired by 
migrants 

‐Pattern of gender-selective migration and the nature of the 
consequences engendered for women by male outmigration and its 
impact on children 

‐Overall awareness of migration issues and practices 
  

Migration: 
‐Trends, patterns, determinants, consequences  
‐Migration drivers and destinations 
‐Migration-decision processes, migration histories and migration 
experiences and practices 

‐Migration networks and assistance 
  

Impact of migration: 
‐Remittances and their utilization and impact 
‐ Impact of migration on household economic behaviour and practices 
‐ Impact of migration on unemployment and labour dynamics 
‐…. 
  

Cross-cutting issues: 
‐Effectiveness of governmental interventions on migration management 
and migration & development 

‐…. 

Development of 
National Migration 
Profiles 

Migration policies and 
future migration 
programming 

Development of 
scenarios to support 
circular and managed 
migration 

Identification of priority 
areas in the field of 
education and 
vocational training. 

Recognition of 
qualifications and skills 
of migrants acquired at 
home and abroad 

Intervention policies on 
forced migration 

Understanding of how 
remittances can be 
used for fostering local 
development 

Promoting migration 
governance from a 
development 
perspective and 
understanding the 
development and 
migration nexus 

Action programmes 
coordinated in 
collaboration with the 
main receiving 
countries 

Policies on (labour) 
immigration by the 
main receiving 
countries 

Lara Badre et al. (2016) 

[…] 
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MED-HIMS 

�ƒ
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MED-HIMS 

�ƒ Selected tools, descriptions and first results (all available online) 
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�ƒ Conclusions and future 

�9 Best practice of conceiving/developing model tools and 
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