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until such time as the process ofpolitical status, our constitution and our future are 

passed upon by the People. Some may say that it is a testament to the success of 

our relationship with the US that we are even able to express our views upon our 

own accord. 

In times past, the Samoan people expressed their desire to leave their 

political status loose and outside of the organized territories of the United States. 

As you can see from the history ofour political association with the United States, 

the people have consistently desired and fought for more self governance for 

themselves. 

II. Historical and Cultural Evolution Expressions ofDesires 

a. The Instrument of Cession 

While it appears that,the Instrument of Cession was developed and made to 

be signed by the leaders ofTutuila and Aunuu in 1900, and another in 1904 by 

King Tuimanu'a and the Chiefs of the Manu'a Islands, these ostensible agreements 

were made in the shadow of the Treaty ofBerlin where the islands of Samoa were 

partitioned without the agreement of the people. The East islands, now known as 

American Samoa, were taken over by the United States of America. 

In these instruments ofcession, however, the need to protect the culture, 

language and the lands for the Samoans was paramount. 

b. Legislature 

In 1947, while American Samoa was being administered by the United 

States Navy, when Samoans believed that we needed a voice in the formulation of 

the laws and regulations by which we were governed, we fought hard and won the 

right to organize our own legislature. In accomplishing this, our people even 

gained the agreement of the United States to fashion an adaptation of the two 
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b. Military 

Another characteristic ofour affinity with the United States owing to our 

110 year relationship is our citizens' overriding sense ofpatriotism toward the US. 

As with our sister Territories, American Samoa has one of, if not the highest rate of 

enlistment per 



difficult fights ever to battle Congressional implementation of US-level minimum 

wage laws. Without local consultation, without appropriate studies, without due 

consideration of the uniqueness of Tutuila and Manu'a, and without taking into 

consideration our plea (which was more locally informed and locally educated on 

the specific circumstances of our economy), we were forced into accepting a law 

that was injurious to American Samoa and was sure to harm significantly our 

ability to make our way in the world economically. 

After countless attempts at trying to speak 







I therefore plead to this Committee and to the US government to relinquish 

the labels and the stigma which they carry and focus on carrying out the spirit of 

the Resolution. Let us use this opportunity to move forward without assessing 

blame or making unnecessary negative value judgments. 

As for this Committee's report, I sincerely hope that it will be frank, 

complete and most importantly, geared toward a more collaborative approach for 

moving American Samoa forward. 

Mr. Chairman, you have urged this committee to revive its spirit, and to 

"retool" its method of work, and "hone" its capacity to engage with concerned 

parties in an innovative manner." In that spirit, I ask that this Committee visits 

American Samoa during the period of its Constitutional Convention, and secure 

from the United States government its acquiescence to such a visit while American 

Samoa is going through this very important process in its political history and 

development. In my estimation, this is one of those "many practical, tangible, 

smaller steps" to pursue in order to rejuvenate the work of the Committee, in order 

to stay relevant. You may learn more about observing this process than all of our 

statements before this Committee can convey. 

For the Territory, I would welcome a visit from you or your Committee in. 

the month ofJune, when we deliberate on our Constitution. 

VI. Conclusion 

American Samoa stands upon the cusp ofa process which may result in 

sweeping changes to our political landscape. While we are mindful and respectful 

of our ties with the United States, I have been encouraging our people to take a 

long-term view about our situation, bearing in mind the protection of those things 

that make us Samoans. 

With the advent of increasing responsibilities in this world and scarcer. 

resources with which to meet those responsibilities, I am hopeful that we will 
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move closer in this decade toward fulfillment of self governance and determination 

than we have ever had before. 

Thank you again for this opportunity. Soifua. 

10 �


