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The Saharawi people rightly feel that their legitimate aspirations have been overtaken 
by political expediency and a meek UN system that is seemingly unwilling or unable 
of delivering on its promise. 

Mr. Chairman, 

The Frente Polisario has always engaged in good faith in efforts to resolve the dispute 
over Western Sahara, and has cooperated fully with the initiatives of the UN 
Secretary-General and his successive Personal Envoys. It is in this context that we 
have put forward a proposal for a lasting and comprehensive solution to the question 
of Western Sahara. That proposal has been recognised by the Security Council in all 
its recent resolutions on this issue. It is aimed at laying out a vision for the future 
consistent with the requirements of international law, including a free, fair and 
democratic referendum. And it would be conducive to the establishment of friendly 
and cooperative relations with Morocco, in tum contributing to the security, stability 
and economic prosperity of the Maghreb region. 

On the other hand, Morocco's so-called 'autonomy proposal' is a unilateral and 
undemocratic attempt to circumvent the process of self-determination in Western 
Sahara. It starts from the very mistaken premise that Western Sahara is a part of 
Morocco, and seeks to legitimize the illegal occupation ofour country. 

The reality is that Western Sahara is and remains a decolonisation issue that must be 
addressed fully and responsibly by this Committee and the UN system. 

Mr. Chairman, 

The situation for the Saharawi people in both the refugee camps and in the occupied 
areas remains dire. 

The invasion of Western Sahara in 1975 forced a 165,000 Saharawis to flee Moroccan 
air strikes and seek refuge in the south-west of Algeria, where they have been living 
in inhuman conditions waiting for the UN to organise the promised referendum. 

[n the occupied zone, the Saharawi people endure a premeditated and escalating 
campaign of human rights abuses, including murder, torture, disappearances as well 
as harassment and intimidation. 

There are numerous and credible reports, by Amnesty International, Human Rights 
Watch amongst others, on n a t p a i g n  o c c u p d  rights, 



Furthermore, Human Rights Watch Report of December 2008, and the European 
Parliament fact-finding Mission of 



Protection ~~ the fundamental rights to freedom of speech and freedom ofmovement 
~re prere.qUIsites for the exercise of self-determination by the Saharawi people which 
IS the ultImate purpose ofthe process in which we are engaged. ' 

Mr. Chairman, 

The othe~ issue that I would like to bring to the attention of this Seminar is the 
systematIc plunder of!he natural resources of Western Sahara, in particular the rich 
~hosphat~s a~d fi.shefles resources exploited by Morocco and complicit foreign 
Interests In VIolatIon of international law. 

The Under-Secretary-General of Legal Affairs and the Legal Counsel of the UN, Mr 
Hans Corell, confirmed in an opinion prepared for the Security Council in January 
2002, that Morocco has no valid claim over Western Sahara. Moreover, it could not 
be considered as an 'administering power' in Western Sahara because "[t]he Madrid 
Agreement did not transfer sovereignty over the territory, nor did it confer upon any 
ofthe signatories the status of an administering Power - a status which Spain alone 
could not have unilaterally transferred." 

On this basis, Mr. Corell concluded that" ... if further exploration and exploitation 
activities were to proceed in disregard of the interests and wishes of the people of 
Western Sahara, they would be in violation of the international law principles 
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In 1975 M.orocco embarked on an act ofaggression against our country as it invaded 
and occupIed by force our homeland. This was undertaken to further its dream of a 
"Greater Morocco" that would include the entire Western Sahara the whole of 
Mauritania and parts ofMali and Algeria. ' 

However, the International Court ofJustice was very clear in its decision of 15th 
October 1975, when it concluded that: 

"The materials and information presented to it do not establish any tie of territorial 
sovereignty between the territory of Western Sahara and the Kingdom of Morocco or 
the Mauritanian entity. Thus the court has not found legal ties of such a nature as 
might affect the application of resolution 1514 (XV) in the Decolonization of Western 
Sahara and, in particular, of the principle of self-determination through the free and 
genuine expression ofthe will ofthe peoples ofthe Territory." (lCJ Rep. 1975 12 para 
162) 

Our people were the subject of a war of extermination where Napalm, cluster and 
white Phosphorus bombs were used against innocent Saharawi civilians. The war 
against our people continues today through the means of systematic human rights 
abuses. 

The military war which lasted 17 years was imposed upon us by our two neighbouring 
countries. But we have always yearned for peace, non-violence and stability. 

We quickly seized the opportunity of peace offered by the UN and the OAU. We O[4.35 0 Tduw9l96 Tj�9c -33.86c8(162) )Tj�0.0065 Tj�0.72 69a4..sted th/ f 5 b i l i t y .  . 0 4 4 1  0  5  0  T d � ( b y  ) T j � 0 . 0 1 1 8 o r  c o o n 8 T d � ( t h e  ) a t 8 3 m p e a c e  



Morocco would be the first country to open an embassy in the El Aiun, the capital of 
Western Sahara, should the Saharawis choose independence. 

Morocco al~o signed the UN/OAU Settlement Plan of 1990 and the Houston Accords 
of 1997 WhICh 





adopted an important decision on Western Sahara, which "Calls for the intensification 
ofthe efforts towards the holding ofa referendum to enable de people ofWestern 
S~hara to choose between the option ofindependence and that ofintegration into the 
Kmgdom ofMorocco". [Special Session. AU Summit· 31 august 2009 TripolI' 
L'bI ya.] " , 

By adopting this position, the AU intends to support the commendable efforts 
undertaken by the UN in the peace process in Western Sahara which the AU is the 
initiator 



Aminatou Haidar was expelled from Western Sahara, and only allowed to return after 
a month-long hunger strike and significant international pressure on Morocco at the 
highest levels. 

President Mohamed Abdelaziz stressed in his letter that "These developments 
demonstrate once again the grave consequences of the Security Council's failure to 
implement, consistent with its own resolutions, a process of self-determination for the 
Saharawi people, and in the meantime, to provide a strong mandate for the monitoring 
and reporting of the human rights situation in Western Sahara". 

MINURSO was established in 1991 for two inseparable purposes: first, to monitor the 
ceasefire between Morocco and Frente POLISARIO forces; and second, to organize a 
referendum for the self-determination ofthe people of Western Sahara by which they 
will freely choose between independence and integration into Morocco. Nineteen 
years later, due to Moroccan obstruction, no such referendum has taken place. 

The latest developments on this matter as underlined by the letter of President 
Mohamed Abdelaziz to the president of the UNSC ofApril 1,2010, are reasons of 
serious are B7er.8 345.6898 13.5ob1te w h i c i e 7 6 9 . 2  4 4 3 . 5 1 f j � 0 . 0 1 6 1  6 A 9 6  2 . l o b 1 t j � 0 4 e D � 2 . 3 2  T m � ( f 4 n 7 c  1 . 5 4 3  0 4 3 s p  0  i b i l i t l  ) T j � 0 . 0 0 � ( i n  ) T j � 0 . 0 1 1 3  T c  1 0 . 8 4 2  0  T 0 0 3 9  0 : 2 0 . 0 9 . 8 1  T m � ( W 2 5 p l e  ) T j � 0 . 0 5  T c  1 2 . 4 3 9  - T 0 0 3 9  0 : 2 0 . 0  4 . 6 9 6  0  T d � ( 0 1  T c  4 . 9 h e  ) T j � 0 . r e g a r  



It s~ould be recalled in this regard that on 8 September 2006, the United Nations 
OffIce ~fthe ~igh Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) delivered a report 
expressIng serIOUS concern at the human rights situation in Western Sahara, and 
documenting incidents ofarbitrary arrest, harassment, and intimidation of human 
rights activists, including excessive use of force against peaceful demonstrators. 
Whil~ the report, unfortunately, has not been yet made public, it linked clearly the 
egregIous and brazen human rights abuses in the occupied territory to the denial of the 
Saharawi people's inalienable right to self-determination. The High Commissioner 
therefore recommended that the United Nations should institute a capacity to monitor 
human rights in the occupied Territory. 

The findings ofthe OHCHR and recommendations were confirmed by a similarly 
critical reports published by Human Rights Watch in December 2008, [Human Right 
Watch, Human Rights in Western Sahara and in the Tindouf Refugee Camps, 19 
December 2008] and by the European Parliament fact-finding Mission of February 
2009, which documents Morocco's systematic and abusive efforts to suppress 
political dissent in the occupied Territory. 

According to Human Rights Watch, these efforts are manifested by 'arbitrary arrests, 
unfair trials, restrictions on associations and assemblies, and through police violence 
and harassment'. 

The report also finds that Moroccan security forces 'arbitrarily arrest demonstrators 
and suspected Saharawi activists, beat them and subject them to torture, and force 
them to sign incriminating police statements, all with virtual impunity; and the courts 
convict and imprison them after unfair trials', all in violation of Morocco's 
obligations as a signatory to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. 

In light of these grave findings, Human Rights Watch recommends that the Security 
Council should 'expand the mandate ofMINURSO to include human rights 
monitoring and reporting in both Western Sahara and in the POLISARIO
administered camps in Algeria'. 

In his reports to the Security Council on 14 April 2008 (S/2008/251), and S/2009/200 
Of April 14, 2009 the Secretary-General noted that, while MINURSO has no staff 
dedicated to human rights monitoring, "it is the duty ofthe United Nations to uphold 
human rights standards in all of its operations, including its operations related to 
Western Sahara" 

Polisario urged the Security Council to act upon the recommendations of the High 
Commissioner and establish a human rights component within the MINURSO 
mandate to protect, promote and monitor the human rights situation of the Saharawi 
people as long as the conflict over the decolonization of Western Sahara remains 
unresolved. 

The UNSC, made a timid reference to the importance of the "human dimension of the 
conflict" in its latest resolution(Sl1920/20 I 0 of April30, 2010) ,thus failing to adopt a 
more clear recommendation with regard human rights monitoring system in Western 
Sahara, despite the efforts undertaken by several UNSC members. 

II 



Our hop~ is th~t the United Nations will address responsibly the long-standing and 
systematIc de~lal of the human rights of the Saharawi people, and pave the way 
towards securIng a democratic and legitimate process of self-determination in the 
Western Sahara. 

The Moroccan authorities continue to illegally and massively exploit the natural 
resources of Western Sahara. The UN legal department opinion ofJanuary 29,2002 
stated clearly that any extraction of these resources is illegal since Morocco has no 
legitimate authority to engage in such exploitation. 

Morocco claims that it has developed the territory. It is a classic "argument "used by 
all colonial powers. However, the revenues (Five billion USD) that the occupying 
power extracts from exploiting the 






