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Mr. Chairman, 

At the outset, Mr. Chairman, allow me to convey my gratitude to the Government and the People 

of New Caledonia for their warm welcome and hospitality. I avail myself of this opportunity to 

congratulate our Chairman, Ambassador St Aimee on his designation as Chairman of the Special 

Committee and wish him all success in advancing the decolonization process under his wise 

guidance. Our special recognition also goes to the Secretariat and the other Members of the Bureau 

for their tireless efforts and commitment. 

The decolonization process is one of the most relevant successes of the United Nations and its 

members continue working towards its completion. Nevertheless, each pending issue is to be 

approached on a case by case basis, that is to say, taking into consideration its individual features. 

Decolonization and self-determination are not synonyms. Self-determination is one of the 

mechanisms to implement decolonization as has been clearly set forth in paragraph 6 of resolution 

1514 (XV) which preserves the national unity and territorial integrity ofa country. 

In a few days, on 25 May, Argentina will commemorate 200 years of the May Revolution when 

we, as a colonized people, began our struggle for freedom and independence with the same drive 
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Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Island, taking into account the interests of the population 

of the Islands. 








