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Hafa Adai Your Excellency Chairman of the co mittee, distinguished delegates, and
representatives from our fellow non-self governing territories. Guahu si Melvin Won Pat-Borja. I
am the Executive Director of the Guam Commission on Decolonization, I represent the
Honorable Lou Leon Guerrero, I Maga'hagan GuShan.

Today I will be providing updates on decolonization efforts in Guam and I will discuss some
critical issues that impact our ability to move forward efficiently in this process.

In 2011, a retired U.S. Military captain sued the Government of Guam after his unsuccessful
attempt to register as a voter in Guam s decolonization plebiscite as he did not meet the  native
inhabitant  requirement. The Chief United States District Judge ruled that Guam s Plebiscite
Law was unconstitutional and discriminated against the plaintiff and his civil rights as a U.S.
citizen. My colleague, Dr. Michael Lujan Bevaqua, eloquently elaborated in his discussion
paper for the 2017 Regional Seminar,  a process of decolonization that must follow the rules of
the colonizer is not decolonization: it is an extension of colonization."

Although the voter eligibility case is being appealed to the 9th Circuit Court, the implications of
this case are divisive and counterproductive to the nature and essence of the UN Charter and
Resolution 1514. Regardless of the outcome, the case can be appealed to the U.S. Supreme
Court - a scenario that exhibits the reality in which the United States Judicial system is utilized
to influence the terms of our decolonization and ultimately dictate the outcome.

In September of 2017, the U.S. Federal Government sued the Government of Guam for
implementing a local law which created the CHamoru Land Trust Commission (CLTC). The
Federal Government contends that the local program is racially discriminatory and therefore
violates the Federal Fair Housing Act. Similar to the voter eligibility case, this suit against the
CLTC is yet another example of our Administering Power's use of its federal system to impede
our progress toward native inhabitant recognition and decolonization.
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This year, the Commission on Decolonization will reignite its plans to conduct a Self-
Determination Study, host a Regional Self-Determination Conference, and launch a Media
Education Campaign. The Commission is able to fund these projects through the generosity of
the Department of the Interior; they are the principal advocates and champions for U.S.
territories in our relations with the federal government and we are committed to building deeper
understanding between us in order to see this through.

The Self-Determination Study will be compiled in collaboration with the University of Guam and
will assess Guam's current political status and paint an accurate political portrait of the level of
self-governance on Guam under the Status Quo. Further, it will analyze the three recognized
political statuses to predict how each would impact various aspects of life on Guam to include
the economy, trade, social services, education, defense, international relations, and others. The
Self-Determination Study stands to be one of our most powerful tools to educate our community
because it will answer many of the common questions and concerns of our people.

The Self-Determination Regional Conference will welcome regional leaders and decolonization
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Mindful that, in order for the Special Committee to enhance its understanding of the
political status of the people of Guam and to fulfil its mandate effectively, it is important



Caribbean. It is extremely expensive (even when funded) and physically taxing for our people to
journey across the globe for these events. We are committed to to engaging the UN on this
level, however we would suggest that future Regional Seminars be hosted in the Pacific Region
- or even a separate Regional Seminar for the Pacific Region,

Additionally, it would he helpful and efficient for the UN to separate territorial issues from
decolonization issues and allow for these respective concerns to be addressed in separate
forums or separate sections of the forum. In 2018, our representatives flew thousands of miles
and never got a chance to speak because territorial issues between two countries were
contentious and too  up all the time.

2. Also reaffirms that, in the process of the decolonization of Guam, there is no

alternative to the principle of self-determination, which is also a fundamental human
right, a  recognized under the relevant human rights conventions;

3. Further reaffirms that it is ultimately for the people of Guam to determine freely their
future political status in accordance with the relevant provisions of the Charter, the
Declaration and the relevant resolutions of the General Assembly, and in that connection
calls upon the administering Power, in cooperation with the territorial Government and

appropriate bodies of the United Nations system, to develop political education
programmes for the Territory in order to foster an awarenes  among the people of their
right to self-determination in conformity with the legitimate political status options,
based on the principles clearly defined in Assembly resolution 1541 (XV) and other
relevant resolutions and decisions;
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