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I.  BACKGROUND OF Tyg DECLARATTON

From its inception the United Nati
decolonization
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and during its early years a great deal of the United Nations efforts were
directed towards establishing ite role as the principal guardian of cclonial
peoples. Only in the 1950's did the principle become established, though
azainst the opposition of most administering Powers, that it was for the
United Nations to decide u.'l.tlma.tely whether a given Territory was or not self-
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II - ADOPTION OF THE DECLARATION | l

The admission of sixteen newly independent African states to membership
of the United Nations at the fifteenth session of the General Assembly
substantially altered the composition and balance of power in the Assembly
and gave added impetus to the growing demand for & speedy and unconditional

end to coleonialism.,

At that session the General Assembly's Fourth Committee had before it

8 mamomb e dlo Qgorgtarvofeneral on the vprogress achieved in the Non-Self-
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The Declarat:.on on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries
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in the course of the sixteenth session by the General Assembly to deel with
questions pertaining to decolonization like the Special Committee on Territories
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Afrlca,22v were dissolved in the course of the seventeenth session in view
of the fact that the Committee of Twenty-Four was con31der1ng these questions
e 1, e Acc




. . N o o )
LE e m 7 _'_..._rm"ﬂ’-ﬁ:f_-'_ﬁtﬂ._m ,

— = - i

e —







- 15 -

Over the years, the Special Committee has sought unremittingly to
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visiting missions were important for the work of ‘the Committee as a means of
obtaining first-hand information on colonial territories and as a means of
ascertaining the wishes of the people.
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The Commission proceeded to London, Madrid, Rome and Dar es Salaam where

between 14 May and 16 June 1974 it beard the testimonv of experts and yitnesses ana
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hundreds of innocent Villagers had taken place in several areas of Mozambique
both in 1972 and in previcus years and that the responsibility for those
atrocities belonged in the last resort to the Portuguese régime overthrown
in April 1974, 50/

Mozambigue and all the remalnlng territories under Portuguese administration
in Africa became independent in the course of 1975.

l C. Observation and Supervision of Elections and Plebiscites

As early as l95h the General Assembly approved a resolutlon in whieh it

a #he aviwmions of fhn




the General Assembly repeatedly requested the
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There have been other instances sinee 1961 of United Nations
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V. DECISIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY AND OF
THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE OF A GENERAL NATURE CONCERNING
DECOLONIZATION

A, Recommendations for the introduction of constitutional
and political reforms -

Most resolutions of the General Assembly and of the Special Committee
concerning the implementation of the Declaration to individusl territories
contain recommendations of a constitutional or political nature. Though
some of them reflect the special characteristics or circumstances of the
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