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PART ONE - THE POLITICAL EVOLUTION OF PORTUGUESE TIMOR
I ~ The Land and Its People
mi, nd Af.Mimar T1imre at the extreme eastern tin of the Nusatengeara
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According to the census of 1970, the population of Portuguese Timor
was 609,477. More recent estimates put the population at between 650,000
and 670,000, g/ As of December 1975 it was the third largest non-self-
governing territory after Southern Rhodesia and Namibia in the list of the
Special Committee on Decolonization. 3/ Some 30 independent States of the
United Nations have populations of below one million.

Except for a few thousand persons of Chinese, European and mixed
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for some 80 per cent of the Territory's exports. T/ There is little

industry and mineral prospecting has so far been limited to oil exploration
mainly off-shore. 8/ According to figures published in a report of the

Banco Nacionel Ultramarino - the only bank to operate in Bast Timor -

per capita GNP is little more than Us$ 40 per annum., It would appear, however,
that the standard of living is not notably different in the Western part

of Timor. 9/

In contrast with other former Portuguese colonies, Timor's trade has
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Brief Historical Outline
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FRETILIN, in contrast to UDT, emerged out of a clandestine dlscusslon
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Later in 19Tk two other political parties were formed, the Klibur
Oan Timor Aswain (KOTA) snd the Partido Trabalhista (Labour Party).
KOTA was a monarchist party which advocated the retention of the ‘régulos
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He was slso reported to have claimed that he had spent 29 years in prison
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Indonesian media as having come to Jakarta to thank the Indonesian Government
for "accepting the aspiration of the majority of Portuguese Timor's people

to free themselves from Portuguese rule and merge with Indonesia". 40/

In September 19Tl a Jakarta newspaper reported that in the course of a meeting
; between the Governor of West Timor and APODETI leaders, the provincial

: government had declared its intention "to assist the struggle of APODETI". 41/
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Mr. Malik added that "continuation of Portuguese tutelage would constitute
an additional burden. for Portugal as well as a new form of ecolonialism",
"Indonesia", he said, "would accept the decision of the people of Portuguese
Timor regarding their future ineluding an eventual request for union with
Indonesia", but, "we naturally hope that their choice will not d&isturb

peace and security in this ares of the world". 46/
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5*  in the colony was "chaotic" and he gave warning that Indonesia "would not

Lo tolerate that situation developing to a dangerous stage". 52/ These
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Macau Conference
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Territory's decolonization based on the recognition by Portugal of the
rlght of the people of Portuguese Timor to independence, the setiing up
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: received a cool reception from the governments of Malaysia and Australia.
| In an interview on Australian television, the Prime Minister, Mr. Whitlam,
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the date and location.T9/ The meeting in fact never took place.

! The economic and political situation in East Timor between
FRETILIN's victory over UDT and FRETILIN's Deelaration of
Independence

\ The defeat of UDT forces by FRETILIN opened a period of de facto
\ i -

§ i fo be flown in the Territory. Up to mid-November FRETILIN leaders
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return to East Tlmor and to resume the process of decolonlzatlon. But
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parties that FRETILIN was 'communist" was dlsputed by these observers who
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