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Namibia 2/ lies alongside the South Atlantic coast of Africs and borders on
" South Africa, Botswana, Angola and Zambia. It covers an area of 318,261 square
miles (824,269 square kilometres), approximately the size of France and Britain
put together, but its population according to official 19TL4 South African estimates
numbered only about 852,000, one of the lowest populastion densities in Africa.
Of these, 753,000 were classified as "non-whites" and 99,000 as "whites". The
former are in turn subdivided into various groups according to South Africa's
policy of subdividing the non-white, but not the white, population, into tribal
or ethnic subgroups. §/ The largest black group are the Ovambos (396,000)
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When in 1920, following Germany's defeat in the First World War, South West
Africa became a League of Nations Mandate under South African administration. It
might have seemed to the Africans that the time had come for the recovery of their

lands. They had been encouraged in this belief by the Allied denunciations of the
L‘?Fifw—cjﬂu‘—md“_!ﬂﬂ,ﬂq&ﬂ&ﬂ“ﬂﬂii_—hxzﬂm—% 2

of the then Union of South Africa, Lord Buxton. But the South African conguest,
if anything, made their struggle for survival even more difficult. Although the
"well-being and development" of the people formed, in the paternalistic words of
article 22 of the Covenant, "a sacred trust of civilization" and although, under
the terms of the Mandate, the mandatory Power was to promote to the utmost the

nad. eV cnen, L gl 4 q P, WP iy - .
nets e "“‘T—i;ﬂ‘ﬂ__‘ "‘Lr ol |

ja N r—

t]




il 1 e el B heml BRI
L |
B
B J
I
\
K
1
H’ ﬁ
i
3,
|
y ,
k I -
I ) o
] 1 - h
L | 1 ..& ] X b , v . ] T
M r B R, e SR Y. A | T -

FEIT T

1



South African Parliament, with a view to putting the Plan into effect, promulgated
two acts which substantially altered the system of administration of the Territory.
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than the one in which he was born or resides for reasons of employment. l%/ |
Despite recent relexations in what is euphemistically called "petty apartheid”,
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A variety of job reservation measures effectively restrict the access of
non-whites to skilled employment. In the rare instances where Africans perform
the same work as whites, they do not receive the same pay. 13/ In 1968, the
mean annual wage of a white in Windhoek was $US 1*11,565,, whilé that of a Coloured was
$US 1,424 and that of an African was $US 592, 14/ Furthermore, the Wage and

Tpdpetmia) fonedlietion Orddpance Ug. 35 of 1997, which eoXerns labour relations |
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that for whites, and that, as in some of the South African homelands, one out «
every three African children dies by the age of 10 years. According to figure;
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every T2 whites and one for every 143 blacks. In the case of nurses, there wa
white nurse for every 125 whites and only one black nurse for every

550 blacks, 19/ These figures do not take into account the inferior nature of
facilities in African clinies,
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Although the entire venture is shrouded in a veil of secrecy imposed by South
Africa through the Atomic Energy Act, it appears that L6 per cent of the shares in
the 30551ng mine are held hy the Rio Tlnto Zlnc Corporatlon, Ltd. (RTZ) of the United
hﬂ * 8 S - = et = Ll hJ ——————————T . S e e .

appears to be elearly established that the Unlted Klngdom, France and Japan have
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G. LAROUR CONDITIONS ih/

The huge profits reaped by foreign and South African companies in Namibia
derive largelv from cheap labour. An illustration of this was provided by an
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hejirves to his_matisfaction to be in any way connected with
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gL 3 "Gphatage Act" of 1062 5T/ _




The Act, which provides for penalties ranging from five years' imprisonment to
death, also authorizes in section 6 the indefinite detention, incommunicado, of any
person suspected of being or having aided a terrorist or having withheld informetion
about a terrorist until the Commissioner of Police has satisfied himself that he has
"satisfactorily" replied to all questions and that no useful purpose would be served
by his detention.

In a clear viclation of the principle of non—retroact1V1ty, the Act makes the
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5. BOSS Act of 1969 58/

Under this law, any cabinet minister or authorized agent of the Prime Minister
may prevent a Court from hearing testimony by a witness if the minister or agent
certifies in writing that in his opinion the evidence or information would be
prejudicial to '"the interests of the State of public security". Under this
provision, for example, a former detainee may be barred from testifying as to

: Lorguve dpring inhervogation qu from seeking damages for meltvreatment, ]

6. Proclamation No. R.17 of 1972 59/

This Proclamation, which placed Ovamboland under a modified form of martial
lew in 1972, was extended to Okavango and Caprivi in Mey 1976. The Proclamation
bans all public meetings, restricts entrance into and departure from the district,

gives Native commissioners and South African police officers the power of arrest
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