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THE PRESIDENT 
OFTHE 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

Excellency, 

22 July 2016 

In accordance with General Assembly Resolution 70/290, I convened an informal interactive 
multi-stakeholder hearing on 18 July as part of the preparatory process towards the high-level 
meeting of the plenary of the General Assembly to address large movements of refugees and 
migrants on 19 September 2016. 

Please find attached the summary from the hearing. 

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration. 

To all Permanent Representatives 
And Permanent Observers to the United Nations 
New York 

Mogens Lykketoft 



Summary of the President of the 70th session of the General Assembly on the 
Informal Interactive Multi-stakeholder hearings in support of the preparatory process 

towards 



H.E. Mr. David Donoghue, Permanent Representative of Ireland, and a co-facilitator for the 
high-level meeting, noted the historic 



against xenophobia and strongly urged countering the stigmatizing language which 
criminalized refugees and migrants. 

Panel 1: Reframing the 



Civil society participants emphasized that they had a key role to play in reframing the 
narrative and that collaboration among all partners was important. In this regard, employers 
of newcomers played a key role in overcoming unconscious biases. Partnerships between 
governments and the private sector could prove very important. Non-governmental 
organizations, due to their important field presence, could focus on building bridges 
between host communities and newcomers, for example through social activities or events. 

Participants from the floor shared best practices with respect to integrating migrants into 
labour markets, which could counter xenophobia, such as anti-racism action plans. It was 
suggested that migrants and refugees themselves - young people in particular - should be 
included in any campaign because they were highly 'connected', energetic, and engaged 
with global issues. Some commentators from the floor observed that changing the narrative 
should take account of worsening economic conditions in many countries following the 
financial crisis. There was also a call to address the drivers of migration in the context of 
the 2030 Agenda. Participants observed that development models should include all 
perspectives - those of migrants, refugees, countries of origin and countries of destination. 
Participants also noted the importance of ending criminalization and detention practices for 
refugees and migrants, especially for those in situations of particular vulnerability such as 
women, children, persons with disabilities and asylum seekers. 

Panel 2: Upholding and protecting the human rights and dignity of all refugees 
and migrants in the context of large movements 

Moderated by Ms. Kate Gilmore, Deputy High Commissioner for Human Rights 
(OHCHR), panellists and participants were asked to identify deficiencies in international 
cooperation, including in the United Nations system, with regard to protecting human rights 
and dignity as well as the empowerment of refugees and migrants in the context of large 
movements. Several participants emphasized that a wide range of international rights 
conventions and standards already exist, and are applicable to all migrants, regardless of 
their motivation for migrating, their circumstance or any particular immigration status. 
Further, some migrants have additional rights under other international and regional 
conventions and treaties-also widely ratified-arising from their particular characteristics, 
e.g., refugees and asylum-seekers, children, victims of torture or human trafficking. 
Participants repeatedly emphasized the need for more consistent recognition of this full net 
of protection: universal human rights plus the further specific rights. 

Panellists underscored that implementation of conventions protecting the rights of refugees 
and migrants,. including commitments under the 1951 Refugee Convention, had fallen 
short: there is a need to strengthen the collaboration between host governments and the 
United Nations system in identifying and protecting refugees and other vulnerable migrants 
in need. 

It was important to remember that all those compelled to move, whether or not they were in 
need of international protection, such as refugees, were entitled to human rights and 
dignity. Panellists highlighted the meaning of dignity in the context of large movements of 
migrants and refugees, which referred to respect for the life of refugees and migrants, 
empowerment and autonomy enabling people to make their own decisions with regard to 
their future and the education of their children. Panellists also highlighted gender 
considerations, noting that women often faced additional burdens and vulnerabilities in 
mass movements. A high priority was ending detention of migrants, in particular children, 
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in accordance with the Convention on the Rights of the Child and other international 
instruments. 

Panellists offered suggestions for strengthening international cooperation to provide greater 
protection and support to migrants. They stressed in particular the need to strengthen 
implementation of United Nations and ILO conventions pertaining 



international law, and clear recognition of the full range of rights that refugees have under 
existing human rights and labour conventions. Also highlighted were the special needs of 
women and girls' access to health services, including reproductive health services, and the 
critical need for a quality education. 

Panellists underscored the need to develop a concrete mechanism based on relevant, 
objective criteria and equitable sharing of responsibility for refugees. The global compact 
should commit Member States, the United Nations system, civil society, the business 
community, and other actors, including migrants, refugees, and diaspora groups, to develop 
a "Plan of Action" with clearly defined, time-bound 
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refugees and migrants. The better protected and integrated refugees are, the less likely it is 
that they will fall prey to recruiters from terrorist groups. 

The role of local organizations and the private sector was acknowledged as critical to 




