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and sustainable development. Our world is a better place for that contribution. The
benefits and opportunities of safe, orderly and regular migration are substantial and
are often underestimated. Forced displacement and irregular migration in large
movements, on the other hand, often present complex challenges.

5. We reaffirm the purposes and principles of the Charter of the United Nations.
We reaffirm also the Universal Declaration of Human Rights®and recall the core
international human rights treaties. We reaffirm and will fully protect the human
rights of all refugees and migrants, regardless of status; all are rights holders. Our
response will demonstrate full respect for international law and international human
rights law and, where applicable, international refugee law and international
humanitarian law.

6.  Though their treatment is governed by separate legal frameworks, refugees and
migrants have the same universal human rights and fundamental freedoms. They
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manner. We will do so through international cooperation, while recognizing that
there are varying capacities and resources to respond to these movements.
International cooperation and, in particular, cooperation among countries of origin
or nationality, transit and destination, has never been more important; “win-win”
cooperation in this area has profound benefits for humanity. Large movements of
refugees and migrants must have comprehensive policy support, assistance and
protection, consistent with States’ obligations under international law. We also recall
our obligations to fully respect their human rights and fundamental freedoms, and
we stress their need to live their lives in safety and dignity. We pledge our support to
those affected today as well as to those who will be part of future large movements.

12.  We are determined to address the root causes of large movements of refugees
and migrants, including through increased efforts aimed at early prevention of crisis
situations based on preventive diplomacy. We will address them also through the
prevention and peaceful resolution of conflict, greater coordination of humanitarian,
development and peacebuilding efforts, the promotion of the rule of law at the
national and international levels and the protection of human rights. Equally, we
will address movements caused by poverty, instability, marginalization and
exclusion and the lack of development and economic opportunities, with particular
reference to the most vulnerable populations. We will work with countries of origin
to strengthen their capacities.

13. All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights. Everyone has
the right to recognition everywhere as a person before the law. We recall that our
obligations under international law prohibit discrimination of any kind on the basis
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Commitments
21.
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26.  We will continue to protect the human rights and fundamental freedoms of all
persons, in transit and after arrival. We stress the importance of addressing the
immediate needs of persons who have been exposed to physical or psychological
abuse while in transit upon their arrival, without discrimination and without regard
to legal or migratory status or means of transportation. For this purpose, we will
consider appropriate support to strengthen, at their request, capacity-building for
countries that receive large movements of refugees and migrants.

27. We are determined to address unsafe movements of refugees and migrants,
with particular reference to irregular movements of refugees and migrants. We will
do so without prejudice to the right to seek asylum. We will combat the exploitation,
abuse and discrimination suffered by many refugees and migrants.

28.  We express our profound concern at the large number of people who have lost
their lives in transit. We commend the efforts already made to rescue people in
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authorities. We will comply with our obligations under the Convention on the Rights
of the Child.” We will work to provide for basic health, education and psychosocial
development and for the registration of all births on our territories. We are
determined to ensure that all children are receiving education within a few months
of arrival, and we will prioritize budgetary provision to facilitate this, including
support for host countries as required. We will strive to provide refugee and migrant
children with a nurturing environment for the full realization of their rights and
capabilities.

33. Reaffirming that all individuals who have crossed or are seeking to cross
international borders are entitled to due process in the assessment of their legal
status, entry and stay, we will consider reviewing policies that criminalize cross-
border movements. We will also pursue alternatives to detention while these
assessments are under way. Furthermore, recognizing that detention for the purposes
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37.
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48. We call upon States that have not done so to consider ratifying, or acceding to,
the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers
and Members of Their Families.™® We call also upon States that have not done so to
consider acceding to relevant International Labour Organization conventions, as
appropriate. We note, in addition, that migrants enjoy rights and protection under
various provisions of international law.

49. We commit to strengthening global governance of migration. We therefore
warmly support and welcome the agreement to bring the International Organization
for Migration, an organization regarded by its Member States as the global lead
agency on migration, into a closer legal and working relationship with the United
Nations as a related organization.’* We look forward to the implementation of this
agreement, which will assist and protect migrants more comprehensively, help
States to address migration issues and promote better coherence between migration
and related policy domains.

50. We will assist, impartially and on the basis of needs, migrants in countries that
are experiencing conflicts or natural disasters, working, as applicable, in
coordination with the relevant national authorities. While recognizing that not all
States are participating in them, we note in this regard the Migrants in Countries in
Crisis initiative and the Agenda for the Protection of Cross-Border Displaced
Persons in the Context of Disasters and Climate Change resulting from the Nansen
Initiative.

51. We take note of the work done by the Global Migration Group to develop
principles and practical guidance on the protection of the human rights of migrants
in vulnerable situations.

52. We will consider developing non-binding guiding principles and voluntary
guidelines, consistent with international law, on the treatment of migrants in
vulnerable situations, especially unaccompanied and separated children who do not
qualify for international protection as refugees and who may need assistance. The
guiding principles and guidelines will be developed using a State-led process with
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sector recruiters and employers, labour unions, civil society and migrant and
diaspora groups. We recognize the particular needs of local authorities, who are the
first receivers of migrants.

55. We recognize the progress made on international migration and development
issues within the United Nations system, including the first and second High-level
Dialogues on International Migration and Development. We will support enhanced
global and regional dialogue and deepened collaboration on migration, particularly
through exchanges of best practice and mutual learning and the development of
national or regional initiatives. We note in this regard the valuable contribution of
the Global Forum on Migration and Development and acknowledge the importance
of multi-stakeholder dialogues on migration and development.

56. We affirm that children should not be criminalized or subject to punitive
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61. While recognizing the contribution of civil society, including non-governmental
organizations, to promoting the well-being of migrants and their integration into
societies, especially at times of extremely vulnerable conditions, and the support of
the international community to the efforts of such organizations, we encourage
deeper interaction between Governments and civil society to find responses to the
challenges and the opportunities posed by international migration.

62. We note that the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on
International Migration and Development, Mr. Peter Sutherland, will be providing,
before the end of 2016, a report that will propose ways of strengthening
international cooperation and the engagement of the United Nations on migration.

63. We commit to launching, in 2016, a process of intergovernmental negotiations
leading to the adoption of a global compact for safe, orderly and regular migration
at an intergovernmental conference to be held in 2018. We invite the President of
the General Assembly to make arrangements for the determination of the modalities,
timeline and other practicalities relating to the negotiation process. Further details
regarding the process are set out in annex Il to the present declaration.

IV. Commitments for refugees

64. Recognizing that armed conflict, persecution and violence, including
terrorism, are among the factors which give rise to large refugee movements, we
will work to address the root causes of such crisis situations and to prevent or
resolve conflict by peaceful means. We will work in every way possible for the
peaceful settlement of disputes, the prevention of conflict and the achievement of
the long-term political solutions required. Preventive diplomacy and early response
to conflict on the part of States and the United Nations are critical. The promotion
of human rights is also critical. In addition, we will promote good governance, the
rule of law, effective, accountable and inclusive institutions, and sustainable
development at the international, regional, national and local levels. Recognizing
that displacement could be reduced if international humanitarian law were respected
by all parties to armed conflict, we renew our commitment to uphold humanitarian
principles and international humanitarian law. We confirm also our respect for the
rules that safeguard ciq tiely
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82. We will support early childhood education for refugee children. We will also
promote tertiary education, skills training and vocational education. In conflict and
crisis situations, higher education serves as a powerful driver for change, shelters
and protects a critical group of young men and women by maintaining their hopes
for the future, fosters inclusion and non-discrimination and acts as a catalyst for the
recovery and rebuilding of post-conflict countries.

83. We will work to ensure that the basic health needs of refugee communities are
met and that women and girls have access to essential health-care services. We
commit to providing host countries with support in this regard. We will also develop
national strategies for the protection of refugees within the framework of national
social protection systems, as appropriate.

84. Welcoming the positive steps taken by individual States, we encourage host
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V.  Follow-up to and review of our commitments

88. We recognize that arrangements are needed to ensure systematic follow-up to
and review of all of the commitments we are making today. Accordingly, we request
the Secretary
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Durable solutions

9.  We recognize that millions of refugees around the world at present have no
access to timely and durable solutions, the securing of which is one of the principal
goals of international protection. The success of the search for solutions depends in
large measure on resolute and sustained international cooperation and support.

10. We believe that actions should be taken in pursuit of the following durable
solutions: voluntary repatriation, local solutions and resettlement and complementary
pathways for admission. These actions should include the elements set out below.

11. We reaffirm the primary goal of bringing about conditions that would help
refugees return in safety and dignity to their countries and emphasize the need to
tackle the root causes of violence and armed conflict and to achieve necessary
political solutions and the peaceful settlement of disputes, as well as to assist in
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19. We will work towards the adoption in 2018 of a global compact on refugees,
based on the comprehensive refugee response framework and on the outcomes of
the process described above. We invite the United Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees to include such a proposed global compact on refugees in his annual report
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the contributions to be made to the negotiation process by the Global Forum on
Migration and Development and the Global Migration Group. We envisage that the
International Labour Organization, the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime,
the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, the United
Nations Development Programme, the Office of the United Nations High
Commissioner for Human Rights and other entities with significant mandates and
expertise related to migration would contribute to the process.

14. Regional consultations in support of the negotiations would be desirable,
including through existing consultative processes and mechanisms, where
appropriate.

15. Civil society, the private sector, diaspora communities and migrant
organizations would be invited to contribute to the process for the preparation of the
global compact.
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