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4. Asia and Europe are the top regions of origin 
for international migrants 
 
Two-third of all internationa l migrants were born in 
Asia or Europe.  In 2017, Asia was the region of origin of an 
estimated 106 million international migrants, representing 
41 per cent of the global total.  Europe was the source of 
the second largest number of international migrants (61 
million), followed by Latin America and the Caribbean (38 
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international migrants in 2017, or 19 per cent of the world•s 
total.  Saudi Arabia and Germany hosted the second and 
third largest numbers of migrants (12.2 million each), 
followed by the Russian Federation (11.7 million), the 
United Kingdom (8.8 million), the United Arab Emirates (8.3 
million), France and Canada (7.9 million each), Australia (7.0 
million) and Spain (5.9 million).  Between 2000 and 2017, 
the countries reporting the largest relative increase in the 
number of international migrants included Spain (260 per 
cent), the United Arab Emirates (240 per cent) and Saudi 
Arabia (130 per cent).  
 
The top 10 countries of origin  account for one third of 
all international migrants.   In 2017, with 16.6 million 




