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Mr. Chairman,

My delegation wishes to commend the International Law Commission and the

Special Rapporteur on their continuing contribution to the codification and progressive

development of international law specifically in relation to the topic, Succession of States In

Respect of State Responsibility.

Mr. Chair,

It is worth noting that Article 5 of the 1978 Vienna Convention on Succession of

States in respect of Treaties had limited questions relating to the effects of a succession of

States to matters provided for in that Convention, while Article 39 of the 1983 Vienna

Convention on Succession of States in respect of State Property Archives and Debts expressly

excluded issues regarding the effects of a succession of States in respect of a treaty from the

international responsibility of a State or from the outbreak of hostilities 
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Rapporteur that the notion of "responsibility of States" reflected a similar usage to that of

the 2001 Draft Articles, wherein, Article 1 of the relevant articles, had clarified that

"international responsibility" in article 1 covered the relations which arose under

international law from the internationally wrongful act of a State, whether such relations

were limited to inter alia the wrongdoing State.-ln light thereof, 
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Mr. Chair,

My delegation wishes to commend the International Law Commission on its

continued contribution to the progressive development of international law and its

codification as evinced by the comprehensive report on its seventy-first session, which

addresses several significant topics, among which is the Protection of the Environment in

Times of Armed Conflict.

We also wish to thank the Special Rapporteurs for their contribution on the

development of the draft principles, which are presently before the Sixth Committee for

deliberation.

Mr. Chair,

Studies have shown that the damage sustained to the environment as a result of armed

conflict extends far beyond the period of conflict, the boundaries of national territories and

the current generation. The deleterious effects caused by armed conflicts include significant

harm to human health, pollution, loss of biodiversity, loss or scarcity of natural resources

including access to clean water, and the degrad40.08 Tm
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draft principles into temporal phases, and had decided to address the topic from a temporal

perspective rather than various areas of international law namely, the international

environmental law, international humanitarian law and international human rights law

perspectives. While my delegation does not seek to dispute the approach of the ILC, it is

recommending that the ILC considers the content of the UNEP's report in its further

elaboration of the draft principles, particularly in relation to some of the gaps identified in

the Report.

Mr. Chair,

Other noticeable acknowledgment of this subject matter was evidenced by the United

Nations General Assembly's Resolution A/RES/56/4, titled, "Observance of the International

Day for Preventing and the Exploitation of the Environment in War and Armed Conflict".

This Resolution not only established November 6, as its day of observance but also

underscored a key principle, which the delegation of Jamaica believes is critical for the ILC's

contemplation, that is, "the necessity of safeguarding the environment for future

generations." This reflects the intergenerational equity principle, a widely recognized tenet

by many legal traditions and legal systems notably, common law, civil law. Islamic law, and

African customary law. The intergenerational equity principle calls for the preservation of

natural resources and the environment for the benefit 








