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groups provide education and employment to support strategies that may keep youth from 
being radicalized by terrorist propaganda. All States are called upon to work together with 
local authorities, local civil society, and local faith communities in order to promote 
development, foster education, protect human rights, and prevent the spread of terrorist 
propaganda.  

Mr. Chair, 

My Delegation wishes to underline in particular seven points the respect and fostering of 
which could have a fundamental impact in stemming and eradicating terrorism: 

First, respect for freedom of conscience, religion, and belief; 

Second, the equality of all citizens before the law; 

Third, a positive and respectful distinction between the political sphere and that of 
religion, so as to preserve both the religious freedom of all persons and the irreplaceable 
role of religion for the formation of consciences and the creation of a basic ethical 
consensus in society;2 

Fourth, a categorical condemnation of the abuse and manipulation of religion and religious 
belief to incite hatred and violence; 

Fifth, an authentic commitment to intercultural and interreligious dialogue; and 

Sixth, effective educational efforts to form responsible and peace-loving citizens. 
 
In their joint document entitled Human Fraternity	for World Peace and Living Together, 
signed in Abu Dhabi on 4 February this year, Pope Francis and the Grand Imam Ahmed 
Al-Tayyeb appealed to religious, political, civil, educational and cultural leaders to promote 
a culture of dialogue, mutual cooperation, reciprocal understanding, tolerance, acceptance 
of others and peaceful living together. Such an approach commitment can contribute 
greatly to reducing the root causes of terrorism. 


