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Resolution

number Title Agenda item Date adopted Page

2003/27 [llicit trafficking in protected species of wild flora and 14 (c) 22 July 2003 80
fauna (E/2003/30)

2003/28 International cooperation in the prevention, combating 14 (c) 22 July 2003 81
and elimination of kidnapping and in providing
assi stance to victims (E/2003/30)

2003/29 Prevention of crimes that infringe on the cultural 14 (c) 22 July 2003 83
heritage of peoples in the form of movable property
(E/2003/30)

2003/30 United Nations standards and normsin crime 14 (c) 22 July 2003 85
prevention and criminal justice (E/2003/30)

2003/31 Functioning of the Commission on Crime Prevention 14 (c) 22 July 2003 92
and Criminal Justice (E/2003/30)

2003/32 Training in precursor control, countering money- 14 (d) 22 July 2003 93
laundering and drug abuse prevention (E/2003/28)

2003/33 Reduction of illicit drug demand (E/2003/28) 14 (d) 22 July 2003 94

2003/34 International assistance to the States affected by the 14 (d) 22 July 2003 95
transit of illicit drugs (E/2003/28)

2003/35 Strengthening the prevention and suppression of illicit 14 (d) 22 July 2003 96
drug trafficking (E/2003/28)

2003/36 Establishment of national networks to counter money- 14 (d) 22 July 2003 97
laundering in the framework of national and
international drug control plans (E/2003/28)

2003/37 Strengthening alternative development through trade 14 (d) 22 July 2003 99
and socio-environmental preservation (E/2003/28)

2003/38 Funding of travel for participants in meetings of heads 14 (d) 22 July 2003 100
of national drug law enforcement agencies (E/2003/28)

2003/39 Strengthening systems of control over chemical 14 (d) 22 July 2003 102
precursors and preventing their diversion and
trafficking (E/2003/28)

2003/40 Demand for and supply of opiates for medical and 14 (d) 22 July 2003 104
scientific purposes (E/2003/28)

2003/41 Efforts to counter the trend towards the legalization of 14 (d) 22 July 2003 105
drugs for non-medical use (E/2003/28)

2003/42 Situation of and assistance to Palestinian women 14 (a) 22 July 2003 107

(E/2003/27)
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Resolution
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2003/56 Science and technology for development (E/2003/31, 13 (b) 24 July 2003 134

E/2003/L .42 and E/2003/SR.48)

2003/57 Revitalization and strengthening of the International
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Decisions
Decision
number Title Agenda item Date adopted Page
2003/223  Adoption of the agenda of the substantive session of 1 30 June 2003 168
2003 (E/2003/L.5 and E/2003/SR.13, 15 and 24)
2003/224  Delegation of formal authority in matters of personnel 3(b) 11 July 2003 168

of the United Nations Population Fund (E/2003/L.13
and E/2003/SR.30)

2003/225  Documents considered by the Economic and Social
Council in connection with operational activities
(E/2003/SR.31)
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2003/235  Report of the Commission on Narcotic Drugs on its 14 (d) 22 July 2003 177
forty-sixth session and provisional agenda and
documentation for the forty-seventh session of the
Commission (E/2003/28)

2003/236  Report of the International Narcotics Control Board 14 (d) 22 July 2003 179
(E/2003/28)

2003/237  Report of the Commission on the Status of Women on 14 (a) 22 July 2003 180
its forty-seventh session and provisional agenda for the
forty-eighth session of the Commission (E/2003/27)

2003/238  Human rights situation of the Lebanese detainees in 14 (g9) 23 July 2003 180
Israel (E/2003/23 (Part 1))

2003/239  Situation of human rights in Myanmar (E/2003/23 14 (g9) 23 July 2003 180
(Part I) and E/2003/SR.45)

2003/240  Situation of human rights in the Democratic Republic of 14 (g) 23 July 2003 181
the Congo (E/2003/23 (Part 1))

2003/241  Situation of human rights in Burundi (E/2003/23 14 (g) 23 July 2003 181
(Part 1))

2003/242
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number Title Agenda item Date adopted Page

2003/248  Torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment 14 (g9) 23 July 2003 184
or punishment (E/2003/23 (Part 1))

2003/249  Question of enforced or involuntary disappearances 14 (g9) 23 July 2003 184
(E/2003/23 (Part 1))

2003/250  Independence and impartiality of the judiciary, jurors 14 (g) 23 July 2003 184
and assessors and the independence of lawyers
(E/2003/23 (Part 1))

2003/251  Elimination of violence against women (E/2003/23 14 (g9) 23 July 2003 185
(Part 1))

2003/252  Elimination of all forms of religious intolerance 14 (g9) 23 July 2003 185
(E/2003/23 (Part 1))

2003/253  Working group of the Commission on Human Rights 14 (g) 23 July 2003 185
to elaborate a draft declaration in accordance with
paragraph 5 of General Assembly resolution 49/214 of
23 December 1994 (E/2003/23 (Part 1))

2003/254  Working Group on Indigenous Populations of the 14 (g) 23 July 2003 186
Subcommission on the Promotion and Protection of
Human Rights and the International Decade of the
World's Indigenous People (E/2003/23 (Part 1) and

E/2003/SR.46)

2003/255  Human rights defenders (E/2003/23 (Part 1)) 14 (g) 23 July 2003 186

2003/256  Protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms 14 (g) 23 July 2003 186
while countering terrorism (E/2003/23 (Part 1))

2003/257  Situation of human rights in Afghanistan (E/2003/23 14 (g9) 23 July 2003 186
(Part 1))

2003/258  Assistance to Somaliain the field of human rights 14 (g) 23 July 2003 187
(E/2003/23 (Part 1))

2003/259  Situation of human rightsin Sierra Leone (E/2003/23 14 (g) 23 July 2003 187
(Part 1))

2003/260  Technical cooperation and advisory servicesin Liberia 14 (g9) 23 July 2003 187
(E/2003/23 (Part 1))

2003/261  Theright to development (E/2003/23 (Part |) and 14 (g9) 23 July 2003 188
E/2003/SR.46)

2003/262  Situation of human rightsin Iraq (E/2003/23 (Part I) 14 (g) 23 July 2003 188

and E/2003/SR.45)
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2003/263

2003/264

2003/265

2003/266

2003/267

2003/268

2003/269

2003/270

2003/271

2003/272

10

Decision relating to Liberia under the procedure
established in accordance with Economic and Social
Council resolution 1503 (XLVI1I1) (E/2003/23 (Part I))

The Social Forum (E/2003/23 (Part 1) and
E/2003/SR.46)

Discrimination in the criminal justice system
(E/2003/23 (Part 1))

Housing and property restitution in the context of
refugees and other displaced persons (E/2003/23
(Part 1))

Indigenous people’s permanent sovereignty over natural
resources (E/2003/23 (Part 1) and E/2003/SR.46)

The prevention of human rights violations caused by the
availability and misuse of small arms and light weapons
(E/2003/23 (Part 1))

Organization of work of the sixtieth session of the
Commission on Human Rights (E/2003/23 (Part 1) and
E/2003/SR.46)

Dates of the sixtieth session of the Commission on
Human Rights (E/2003/23 (Part 1))

International Decade of the World’s Indigenous People
(E/2003/23 (Part 1) and E/2003/SR.46)

Calendar of conferences and meetings for 2004 and
2005 in the economic, social and related fields

14 (9)

14 (9)

14 (9)

14 (9)

14 (9)

14 (9)

14 (9)

14 (9)

14 (9)

23 July 2003

23 July 2003

23 July 2003

23 July 2003

23 July 2003

23 July 2003

23 July 2003

23 July 2003

23 July 2003

188

188

189

189

189

190

190

190

191
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2003/290

2003/291

2003/292

2003/293

2003/294

2003/295

2003/296

2003/297

2003/298

2003/299

12

Contribution of the Commission on Science and
Technology for Development to the high-level segment
of the Economic and Social Council on rural
development (E/2003/31)

Duration of future sessions of the Commission on
Science and Technology for Development (E/2003/31)

Note by the Secretary-General transmitting the report
prepared by the Economic and Social Commission for
Western Asia on the economic and social repercussions
of the Israeli occupation on the living conditions of the
Palestinian people in the occupied Palestinian territory,
including Jerusalem, and of the Arab population in the
occupied Syrian Golan (E/2003/SR.48)

Report of the Commission on Science and Technology
for Development on its sixth session and provisional
agenda and documentation for the seventh session of
the Commission (E/2003/31 and E/2003/SR.48)

Recommendations made by the Eighth United Nations
Conference on the Standardization of Geographical
Names (E/2003/4 and E/2003/SR.48)

Status of non-governmental organizations and other
major groups accredited to the World Summit on
Sustainable Development (E/2003/29 and
E/2003/SR.49)

Bureau of the Commission on Sustainable Development
(E/2003/29 and E/2003/SR.49)

Date and venue of the fourth session of the United
Nations Forum on Forests (E/2003/42)

Report of the United Nations Forum on Forests on its
third session and provisional agenda for its fourth
session (E/2003/42)

Intersessional work by ad hoc expert groups (E/2003/42
and E/2003/SR.49)

13 (b)

13 (b)

11

13 (b)

13 (k)

13 (a)

13 (a)

13 (i)

13 (i)

13 (i)

24 July 2003

24 July 2003

24 July 2003

24 July 2003

24 July 2003

25 July 2003

25July 2003

25 July 2003

25 July 2003

25 July 2003

201

202

202

202

203

204

204

204

204

206
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number Title Agenda item Date adopted Page

2003/302  Participation of members of the Permanent Forum on 14 (h) 25 July 2003 216
Indigenous I ssues in meetings of subsidiary bodies of
the Economic and Social Council (E/2003/43 and
E/2003/SR.49)

2003/303  Bureau of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous I ssues 14 (h) 25 July 2003 216
(E/2003/43)

2003/304  Venue and dates for the third session of the Permanent 14 (h) 25 July 2003 216
Forum on Indigenous I ssues (E/2003/43)

2003/305  Provisional agenda and documentation for the third 14 (h) 25 July 2003 216
session of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous | ssues
(E/2003/43)

2003/306  Proposal for a second international decade of the 14 (h) 25 July 2003 217
world’s indigenous people (E/2003/43 and
E/2003/SR.49)

2003/307  Review of indigenous issues within the United Nations 14 (h) 25 July 2003 217
system (E/2003/L.47)

2003/308  Implementation of General Assembly resolutions 8 25 July 2003 218
50/227 and 52/12 B

2003/309  Documents considered by the Economic and Social 13 (b), (d), 25 July 2003 218
Council in connection with economic and e, (), (k)
environmental questions (E/2003/SR.49) and (1)

2003/310  Documents considered by the Economic and Social 14 (b), (c¢), 25 July 2003 219
Council in connection with social and human rights (e), (f), (9)
guestions (E/2003/SR.49) and (h)

13
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Resolutions

2003/2
Agreement between the United Nations and the World
Tourism Organization

The Economic and Social Council,

Recalling General Assembly resolutions 2529 (XXI1V) of 5 December 1969,
32/156 and 32/157 of 19 December 1977 and 36/41 of 19 November 1981, as well
as its decision 254 (LXI1I) of 3 August 1977 and its resolution 2002/24 of 24 July
2002,

Having considered the text of the draft agreement negotiated by its Committee
on Negotiations with Intergovernmental Agencies and the World Tourism
Organization Committee ?1.? the Negotiations for the conversion of the Organization
into a specialized agency,
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2. The United Nations recognizes the decisive and central role of the World
Tourism Organization, as an intergovernmental organization, in world tourism, as
enshrined in its Statutes.

3. Convinced that tourism can contribute significantly to the pursuit of the shared
objectives of achieving sustainable development and poverty eradication, the United
Nations notes that, in accordance with its Statutes, the World Tourism Organization
shall pay particular attention to the interests of the developing countries in the field
of tourism.

Article2
Coordination and cooper ation

15
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2. Representatives of the World Tourism Organization shall be invited to attend
meetings and to participate, without the right to vote and in accordance with the
relevant rules of procedure, in the deliberations of the Economic and Social Council,
its commissions and committees, of the Main Committees and other organs of the
General Assembly and of the conferences and meetings of the United Nations, with
respect to items on their agenda relating to matters within the scope of the activities
of the World Tourism Organization and other matters of mutual interest. Written
statements presented by the World Tourism Organization shall be distributed by the
Secretariat of the United Nations to the members of the above-mentioned bodies, in
accordance with the relevant rules of procedure.

3.  Representatives of the World Tourism Organization shall be invited, for
purposes of consultation, to attend meetings of the General Assembly when matters
defined in paragraph 2 of this article are under consideration.

Article4
Proposals of agenda items

1.  After such preliminary consultations as may be necessary, the World Tourism
Organization shall arrange for the inclusion in the agenda of its General Assembly,
the Executive Council or their subsidiary bodies, as appropriate, items proposed by
the United Nations.

2. After such preliminary consultations as may be necessary, the United Nations
shall arrange for the inclusion in the agenda of the Economic and Social Council or,
as appropriate and in accordance with the relevant rules of procedure, of other
organs or bodies of the United Nations of items proposed by the World Tourism
Organization.

Article5
Recommendations of the United Nations

1. Having regard to the obligations of the United Nations to promote the
objectives set forth in Article 55 of the Charter of the United Nations and the
functions and powers of the Economic and Social Council, under Article 62 of the
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Article6
Assistance to the United Nations

In accordance with the Charter of the United Nations and the Statutes of the

17
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2. The United Nations and the World Tourism Organization agree to cooperate to
the fullest extent possible in achieving these ends, and in particular they agree:

(@) To consult together from time to time concerning matters of mutual
interest relating to the terms and conditions of employment of the officers and staff,
with a view to securing as much uniformity in these matters as may be feasible;

(b) To cooperate in the interchange of personnel when desirable, on a
temporary or a permanent basis, making due provision for the retention of seniority
and pension rights;

(c) To cooperate with the agencies of the United Nations system in the
establishment and operation of suitable machinery for the settlement of disputes
arising in connection with the employment of personnel and related matters.

3. The terms and conditions under which any facilities or services of the United
Nations or the World Tourism Organization in connection with the matters referred
to in this article are to be extended to the other shall, where necessary, be the subject
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7. Representatives of the World Tourism Organization shall be entitled to
participate, without vote, in the deliberations of the General Assembly or any
committee thereof established by it, at all times when the budget of the World
Tourism Organization or general administrative or financial questions concerning
the World Tourism Organization are under consideration.

Article 18
United Nations laissez-passer

Officials of the World Tourism Organization shall be entitled, in accordance
with such special arrangements as may be concluded between the Secretary-General

21
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request of those countries and in accordance with their own policies and priorities
for development,

Reaffirming and underscoring the collective commitment and political will of
Member States to strengthening the role and capacity of the United Nations
development system to assist developing countries in the implementation of the
goals, targets and commitments set out in the Millennium Declaration= and by the
major United Nations conferences and summits,

Stressing that national Governments have the primary responsibility for their
countries' development, and recognizing the importance of national ownership of
development programmes,

Reiterating the need for all organizations of the United Nations development
system, in accordance with their respective mandates, to focus their efforts at the
field level in accordance with the prioritiesidentified by recipient countries and with
the goals, targets and commitments set out in the Millennium Declaration and by the
major United Nations conferences and summits,

1. Takes note of the reports of the Secretary-Geneﬁl on the progress in the
implementation of General Assembly resolution 56/201,5 on assessment of the
lessons learned by United Nations organizations from evaluation activities at the
field level* and_on funding of development cooperation activities of the United
Nations system;

2. Takes note also of the request contained in resolution 57/270 B of 23
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Funding of operational activitiesfor development of the United Nations system

5. Reiterates that regular/core resources, inter alia, because of their untied
nature, are the bedrock of the operational activities of the United Nations and
essential for the maintenance of the multilateral, neutral and universal nature of the
United Nations development system;

6. Notes with regret that, although significant progress has been achieved
with regard to the governance and functioning of the United Nations development
system, there has not been, as part of that overall process of change, a significant
increase in core resources for operational activities for development;

7.  Recognizes that strengthening the role and capacity of the United Nations
development system to assist countries in achieving their development goals
requires continuing improvement in its effectiveness, efficiency, coherence and
impact, along with a significant increase in and expansion of its resource base on a
continued, more predictable and assured basis;

8. Invites all United Nations funds and programmes, as well as the
specialized agencies, to further explore possibilities to strengthen their resource
base, including, as appropriate, through multi-year funding frameworks as resource
management tools integrating programme objectives, results and resources;

9. Calls upon all donor countries and countries in a position to do so to
substantially increase their contributions to the core/regular budgets of the United
Nations development system, in particular the funds and programmes, and wherever
possible, to contribute on a multi-year basis, and also stresses the need for further
exploration of other sources of funding that could complement but should not
replace traditional sources;

10. Requests the Secretary-General to undertake further analytical work on
the issue of funding, and to report to the General Assembly at its fifty-ninth session
in the context of the triennial comprehensive policy review;

Capacity-building

11. Reaffirms the need for all organizations of the United Nations
development system at country level to focus on capacity-building as one of their
primary objectives, within their respective mandates, and urges these organizations
to: (a) support recipient Governments and other relevant stakeholders in devising
country-level strategies for capacity-building in the pursuit of internationally agreed
development goals; (b) intensify inter-agency information sharing at the system-
wide level on good practices and experience gained, results achieved, benchmarks
and indicators, monitoring and evaluation criteria concerning capacity-building, and
reflect them in the common country assessment and the United Nations
Development Assistance Framework, and (c) invite all organizations to include

23
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Common country assessment and the United Nations Development
Assistance Framewor k

13. Requests the United Nations development system and its country-level
structures to continue their efforts to enhance the quality of the common country
assessment, in particular its analytical aspects, and to strengthen the operational
impact of the United Nations Development Assistance Framework, including
through inviting the active engagement of the specialized agencies and other
partners, as appropriate, in the formulation and the use of these instruments, under
the leadership of national Governments;

14. Welcomes efforts by the members of the Executive Committee of the
United Nations Development Group to explicitly link their programme support to
national development goals and priorities, through the revised United Nations
Development Assistance Framework and its results matrix, invites other United
Nations funds and programmes and the specialized agencies to use the United
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20. Stresses the need to ensure the full participation of national authorities as
well as the involvement of relevant stakeholders in the design, programming,
implementation and evaluation processes, as well as in the drafting of the terms of

25
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26. Requests that efforts be undertaken across the United Nations system,
including the specialized agencies, to make progress in all the areas of simplification
and harmonization of rules and procedures at the field level, taking into account
efforts and ongoing initiatives by bilateral donors and multilateral development
banks, with the ultimate intent of reducing transaction costs, increasing the
effectiveness and efficiency in aid delivery and enhancing government ownership of
development processes through better coordination and management of external
assistance;

27. Requests the funds and programmes of the United Nations system,
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United Nations system, are involved under the leadership and with the fullest
involvement of the Government, wherever possible;

Gender mainstreaming in oper ational activities
35.

27
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(g9) Adequacy of human resources and necessary skills available at the
country level within the United Nations system to support national efforts and
priorities;

(h) Effectiveness of the reforms of the operational activities of the United

28
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2. Endorses the decision of the World Summit on Sustainable Development
to establish the World Solidarity Fund to eradicate poverty and to promote social

29
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2003/5
Strengthening of the coordination of emergency humanitarian
assistance of the United Nations

The Economic and Social Council,

Reaffirming General Assembly resolution 46/182 of 19 December 1991,
recalling that humanitarian assistance should be provided in accordance with and
with due respect for the guiding principles contained in the annex to that resolution
and recognizing other relevant resolutions of the Assembly and resolutions and
agreed conclusions of the Economic and Social Council,

Recalling its resolution 2002/32 of 26 July 2002 and General Assembly
resolution 57/153 of 16 December 2002,

Recognizing that the affected State has the primary role in the initiation,
organization, coordination and implementation of humanitarian assistance within its
territory and in the facilitation of the work of humanitarian organizations,

Recognizing the importance of the principles of neutrality, humanity and
impartiality for the provision of humanitarian assistance,

Emphasizing the importance of the discussion of humanitarian policies and
activitiesin the Economic and Social Council,

Welcoming the fact that at the humanitarian affairs segment of 2003 the
Economic and Social Council considered the theme “Strengthening of the
coordination of the United Nations humanitarian assistance, with particular attention
to humanitarian financing and effectiveness of humanitarian assistance and the
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as well as of the 1994 “Guidelines on the Use of Military and Civil Defence Assets
in Disaster Relief”,

Bearing in mind the review of the Yokohama Strategy for a Safer World:
Guidelineﬁjor Natural Disaster Prevention, Preparedness and Mitigation and its Plan
of Action,

Expressing grave concern about the tragic loss of lives of humanitarian staff
while providing humanitarian assistance and the increased insecurity encountered by
humanitarian staff as well as the acts of violence committed against them, in
particular deliberate attacks, and mindful of the need to provide the fullest possible
protection for their security,

Recalling the inclusion of attacks intentionally directed against personnel
involved in a humanitarian assistance or peacekeeping mission in accordance with
the Charter of the United ions as a war crime in the Rome Statute of the
International Criminal Court,*® which was adopted on 17 July 1998 and entered into
force on 1 July 2002, and noting the role that the Court could play in appropriate
cases in bringing to justice those responsible for serious violations of international
humanitarian law,

Bearing in mind that reaching the vulnerable is essential for providing
adequate protection and assistance in context of natural disasters and complex
emergencies as well as for strengthening local capacity to cope with humanitarian
needs in such contexts,

Noting the grave humanitarian and development implications of the human
immunodeficiency virus/acquired immunodeficiency syndrome (HIV/AIDS)
pandemic and other widespread major infectious diseases prevalent in humanitarian
context, such as malaria, tuberculosis and cholera, on the affected countries,

1. Takes note with appreciation of the report of the Secretary-General on
strength(tﬂng the coordination of emergency humanitarian assistance of the United
Nations;

Humanitarian developments and challenges

2. Callsupon all parties to armed conflicts to comply with their obligations
under international humanitarian law, human rights law and refugee law;

3. Reaffirms the obligation of all States and parties to armed conflict to
protect civilians in armed conflicts in accordance with international humanitarian
law, and invites States to promote a culture of protection, taking into account the
particular needs of women, children, older persons and persons with disabilities;

4.  Urges the international community and the relevant organizations of the
United Nations system to strengthen humanitarian and other assistance to civilians
under foreign occupation;

14 Department of Humanitarian Affairs publication, DHA/94/95.

15 A/CONF.179/9, chap. I, resolution 1, annex I.

16 Official Records of the United Nations Diplomatic Conference of Plenipotentiaries on the
Establishment of an International Criminal Court, Rome, 15 June-17 July 1998, vol. I: Final

31
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disaster risks as well as to avoid or to limit adverse impact of natural hazards within
the broad context of sustainable development;

14. Encourages the United Nations Development Programme, the Office for
the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs and the International Strategy for Disaster
Reduction to continue to strengthen their coordination with the view, inter alia, to
advancing the implementation of provisions of vulnerability, risk assessment and
disaster management, including prevention, mitigation, preparedness, response and

O

33
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22. Urges States to implement outcomes and commitments of United Nations
conferences on the human immunodeficiency virus/acquired immunodeficiency
syndrome (HIV/AIDS) pandemic as well as other major infectious diseases,
including malaria and tuberculosis, with particular focus on the time-bound targets
related to those diseases in complex emergencies and natural disaster-affected
countries and regions;

23. Recognizes the important role of humanitarian agencies in addressing
human immunodeficiency virus/acquired immunodeficiency syndrome (HIV/AIDS)
and other major infectious diseases, such as malaria, tuberculosis and cholera, in
emergencies, and urges them to factor considerations pertaining to these major
infectious diseases into their planning and coordination efforts, including in the
areas of early warning and contingency planning;

24. Calls upon humanitarian and development organizations to strengthen
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32. Recognizes that the need for coordination increases and becomes more

35
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37. Urges the Emergency Relief Coordinator to further develop the global
humanitarian financial tracking system and to refine the comprehensive system for

36
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Referring also to the requests and suggestions put forward to the Secretariat of
the United Nations by the delegations of Arab States Members of the United Nations
concerning Arabic language services and, in particular, to the proposal of the
delegation of Egypt that is set forth in annex 11 to the Report of the Committee on
Conferences?3 and the letter dated 31 July 2001 from the Permanent Representative
of Qatar to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General, written in his
capacity as Chatrjnan of the Arab Group for the month of July 2001, concerning
multilingualism,

Recognizing the importance of the coordinating role that could be played by
the Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia, given that it is located in
the Arab region, with respect to strengthening Arabic language services in the
United Nations system in close cooperation with United Nations Headquarters
Arabic translation and editorial services and benefiting from the high level of
expertise in the region,

1. Calls upon the secretariat of the Economic and Social Commission for
Western Asia to consider the establishment of a United Nations Arabic language
centre, based at the Commission, of which the objective, in cooperation with the
Secretariat of the United Nations, and taking into consideration the requisite
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3.  Requests the Executive Secretary of the Commission to establish a
women’s centre within the secretariat of the Commission with responsibility for
acting as the secretariat of the Committee on Women;

4.  Also requests the Executive Secretary to follow up implementation of this
resolution and to submit a report on the matter to the Commission at its twenty-third
session.

40th plenary meeting
18 July 2003

2003/10
Preparation for and observance of the tenth anniversary of the
International Year of the Family in 2004

The Economic and Social Council,

Recommends to the General Assembly the adoption of the following draft
resolution:

“The General Assembly,

“Recalling its resolutions 44/82 of 8 December 1989, 45/133 of 14
December 1990, 46/92 of 16 December 1991, 47/237 of 20 September 1993,
50/142 of 21 December 1995, 52/81 of 12 December 1997, 54/124 of 17
December 1999, 56/113 of 19 December 2001 and 57/164 of 18 December
2002 concerning the proclamation of, preparations for and observance of the
International Year of the Family in 1994 and its tenth anniversary in 2004,

“Recognizing that the tenth anniversary of the Year constitutes an
important opportunity to strengthen and enhance the effectiveness of efforts at
all levels to carry out specific programmes within the framework of the
objectives of the Year,

“Recognizing also that 2004 is to be viewed as a target year by which
time concrete achievements will have been produced with respect to
identifying and elaborating issues of direct concern to families and
mechanisms will have been set up to plan and coordinate activities by the
appropriate governmental and non-governmental bodies and agencies,

“Emphasizing that equality between women and men and respect for all
human rights and fundamental freedoms of all family members are essential to
family well-being and to society at large, noting the importance of
reconciliation of work and family life and recognizing the principle that both
parents have common responsibilities for the upbringing and development of
the child,

“Noting with satisfaction the close collaboration of the Department of
Economic and Social Affairs of the Secretariat with intergovernmental and
non-governmental organizations active in the family field, as well as its
research efforts and preparations for the tenth anniversary of the Year,

“Appreciating the active role of the regional commissions in the
preparatory process of the tenth anniversary, particularly in facilitating
regional cooperation in that regard,
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“Recalling that one plenary meeting will be devoted at its fifty-ninth
session, in 2004, to the observance of the tenth anniversary of the Year,
building upon the events to be held on 15 May 2004 on the occasion of the
International Day of Families,

“1. Encourages Governments to make every possible effort to realize
the objectives of the tenth anniversary of the International Year of the Family
and to integrate a family perspective in the planning process,

“2. Recallsitsinvitation to all States to set the end of 2003 as a target
date for finalizing a programme for the observance of the tenth anniversary of
the Year;

“3. Also recallsits invitation to Governments that had not already done
so to set up national coordinating committees or similar mechanisms, as
appropriate, for the anniversary, and invites them, as well as the Governments
of countries with existing bodies responsible for preparations and observance,
to intensify preparatory measures already under way;

“4. Recommends that all relevant actors, including Governments, civil
society, including relevant non-governmental organizations, and research and
academic institutions, contribute to developing strategies and programmes
aimed at strengthening the livelihood of families;

“5. Encourages United Nations agencies and bodies, including the
regional commissions, as well as intergovernmental and non-governmental
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Guided by the Charter of the United Nations as well as other relevant
international instruments,

Reaffirming the obligation of States to promote and protect human rights and
fundamental freedoms and their full enjoyment by young people,

Recalling
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8. Invites the General Assembly to consider devoting, at its sixtieth session,
in 2005, two plenary meetings to reviewing the situation of youth and achievements
produced in the implementation of the Programme of Action ten years after its
adoption;

9. Also invites the General Assembly to request the Secretary-General to
provide the Assembly, at its sixtieth session, through the Commission for Social
Development at its forty-third session, with a comprehensive report on the priority
areas of youth identified in the Programme of Action, calling upon the experience of
the Member States, organizations, programmes and specialized agencies of the
United Nations system, as well as the regional commissions, and youth
organizations, in their multidisciplinary work for and with youth;

10. Further invites the General Assembly to request the Secretary-General, in
preparing the report requested in paragraph 9 above, to take into account the five
concernsidentified in paragraph 3 above.

42nd plenary meeting
21 July 2003

2003/12
Comprehensive and integral international convention to promote
and protect therights and dignity of personswith disabilities

The Economic and Social Council,

Recalling relevant provisions of the major United Nations conferences and
summits, and their respective follow-up reviews, for the promaotion of the rights and
well-being of persons with disabilities on an equal and participatory basis,

Encouraged by the increased interest of the international community in the
promotion and protection of the rights and dignity of persons with disabilities under
a comprehensive and integral approach,

Recalling General Assembly resolution 56/168 of 19 December 2001, by
which the Assembly established an Ad Hoc Committee to consider proposals for a
comprehensive and integral international convention to promote and protect the
rights and dignity of persons with disabilities, based on the holistic approach in the
work carried out in the fields of social development, human rights and non-
discrimination, and taking into account the recommendations of the Commission on
Human Rights and the Commission for Social Development,

Recalling also General Assembly resolution 57/229 of 18 December 2002, in
which the Assembly took ntﬁ with appreciation of the report of the Ad Hoc
Committee on its first session
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Recalling further Economic and Social Council resolution 2002/7 of 24 July
2002 on a comprehensive and integral international convention to promote and
protect the rights and dignity of persons with disabilities,

Stressing the primary responsibility of Governments in the promotion and
protection of all human rights and fundamental freedoms and their full enjoyment by
persons with disabilities,

Welcoming the work of national, regional and international meetings of
Governments, experts and non-governmental organizations that contribute to the
work of the Ad Hoc Committee, including the regional initiatives taken previous to
the second session of the Ad Hoc Committee in Africa, Latin America, Asia and

Europe,

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-GeneraIIﬁ_el on the fourth quinquennial
review appraisal of the World Programme of Action concerning Disabled
Persons,

O
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rights institutions and independent experts with an interest in the matter, to make
available to the Ad Hoc Committee on a Comprehensive and Integral International
Convention on Protection and Promotion of the Rights and Dignity of Persons with
Disabilities suggestions and possible elements to be considered in proposals for a
convention;

5. Encourages the relevant bodies of the United Nations to continue to
promote and support the active participation of civil society, including interested
non-governmental organizations, in the process established by the General
Assembly in resolution 56/168, in accordance with Assembly resolutions 56/510 of
23 July 2002 and 57/229, and requests the Secretary-General to disseminate widely
to the community of non-governmental organizations all available information on
accreditation procedures as well as information on supportive measures and
modalities for their participation in the work of the Ad Hoc Committee;

6. Invites Governments, civil society and the private sector to contribute to
the voluntary fund established by the General Assembly to support the participation
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Nations with the New Partnership for Africa's Developmentle—SI and its resolution
56/508 of 27 June 2002,

gaffirming the United Nations Millennium Declaration of 8 September
2000,3* the United Nations Declatgtion on the New Partnership for Africa's
Development of 16 September 200233 and its resolution 57/7 of 4 November 2002
on the final review and appraisal of the United Nations New Agenda for the
Development of Africa in the 1990s and support for the New Partnership for
Africa’'s Development,

Welcoming the adoption of the chapter entitled “Sustainable development for
Africa” in the Plan of Implementation of the I[d Summit on Sustainable
Development (Johannesburg Plan of I mplementation),

Cognizant of the link between the priorities of the New Partnership for
Africa’'s Development and the United Nations Millennium Declaration, in which the
international community committed itself to addressing the special needs of Africa,
and of the need to achieve the internationally agreed development goals, including
those set out in the Millennium Declaration,

Beari&gI in mind the reports of the Secretary-General of 20 June 1995g‘|and 12
June 2001,38 submitted to the high-level segments of the Economic and Social
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2. Recognizes that, while social development is primarily the responsibility
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12. Stresses, in this context, the vital role of the United Nations in assisting
Member States to achieve the development objectives and targets of the United
Nations Millennium Declaration®® and to mainstream them in an integrated and
coordinated manner in United Nations development activities;

13. Welcomes the commitment of African countries to peace, security,
democracy, good governance, human rights and sound economic management, as
well as their commitment to taking concrete measures to strengthen mechanisms for
conflict prevention, management and resolution as embodied in the New
Partnership, as an essential basis for sustainable development in Africa, and in this
context welcomes the ongoing efforts of African countries to develop further the
African peer review mechanism which is an important and innovative feature of the
New Partnership;

14. Recognizes that illiteracy, poverty, human immunodeficiency virus/
acquired immunodeficiency syndrome (HIV/AIDS) and other major communicable
diseases add challenges to Africa’'s development and urges the international
community to continue to increase its assistance to African countries in their efforts
to address these challenges;

15. Urges
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22. Decides to bring the present resolution to the attention of the General
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3. Invites Members States and other stakeholders to mainstream ageing in
the design and implementation of their policies and programmes;

4. Invites Governments as well as the United Nations system and civil
society to participate in a “bottom-up” approach to the review and appraisal of the
Plan of Action, through, inter alia, sharing of ideas, data collection and best
practices;

5. Requests the Secretary-General to include in his report to the General
Assembly at its fifty-eighth session information on the implementation of the
present resol ution.

42nd plenary meeting
21 July 2003

2003/15
Agreed conclusions on national and international cooperation for
social development

The Economic and Social Council

Endorses the following agreed conclusions adopted by the Commission for
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8.  Given the importance of education as a primary and critical component in
any development strategy, in particular for the elimination of illiteracy, the
Commission emphasizes the relevance of cooperation in educational matters at the
national and international levels.

9. Achieving the internationally agreed development goals, including those
contained in the Millennium Declaration, demands a new partnership between
developed and developing countries. In this context, the Commission stresses the
importance of the commitment recently made by heads of State and Government to
achieving sound policies, good governance at all levels and the rule of law, as well
as to mobilizing domestic resources, attracting international flows, promoting
international trade as an engine for development, increasing international financial
and technical cooperation for development, sustainable debt financing and external
debt relief, and enhancing the coherence and consistency of the international
monetary, financial and trading systems.

10. The Commission recognizes that a substantial increase in official
development assistance and other resources will be required if developing countries
are to achieve the internationally agreed development goals and objectives,
including those contained in the Millennium Declaration. To build support for
official development assistance, heads of State and Government have pledged to
further improve policies and development strategies, both nationally and
internationally, to enhance aid effectiveness.

11. In that context, the Commission urges developed countries that have not
done so to make concrete efforts towards achieving the target of providing 0.7 per
cent of their gross national product as official development assistance to developing
countries and from 0.15 to 0.20 per cent of their gross national product as official
development assistance to least developed countries, as reconfirmed at the Third
United Nations Conference on the Least Developed Countries, and encourages
developing countries to build on progress achieved in ensuring that official
development assistance is used effectively to help achieve development goals and
targets. The Commission acknowledges the efforts of all donors, commends those
donors whose official development assistance contributions exceed, reach or are
increasing towards the targets, and underlines the importance of undertaking an
examination of the means and time frames for achieving the targets and goals.

12. Recipient and donor countries, as well as international institutions,
should strive to make official development assistance more effective.

13. The Commission underlines the responsibility of the private sector at the
national and international levels, including small and large companies and
transnational corporations, regarding not only the economic and financial but also
the development, social, gender and environmental implications of their activities,
their responsibilities towards their workers and their contributions to achieving
sustainable development including social development. In this context, the
Commission emphasizes the need to take concrete actions within the United Nations
system and through the participation of all relevant stakeholders on corporate
responsibility and accountability.

14. Partnerships among all relevant actors are increasingly becoming part of
national and international cooperation for social development. Within countries,
partnerships among the Government, civil society and the private sector can
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contribute effectively to the achievement of social development goals. At the
international level, the recent initiatives towards building voluntary partnerships for
social development should be encouraged and discussed further at, inter alia, the
intergovernmental level.

15. Cross-sectoral and integrated policies that take into account the needs
and interests of all members of society, as well as their contributions to national
development, and that mainstream a gender perspective should be promoted.
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2003/16
Ad Hoc Advisory Group on Burundi

The Economic and Social Council,

Recalling its resolution 2002/1 of 15 July 2002 on the establishment of an ad
hoc advisory group on African countries emerging from conflict, in which the
Council decided to consider creating, at the request of any African country emerging
from conflict, a limited but flexible and representative ad hoc advisory group at the
ambassadorial level, in consultation with all regional groups and the national
authorities of the country concerned, drawn from the membership of the Economic
and Social Council and its observer States, including representation from the
country concerned, and in so doing to take into account the need to include countries
that can make a positive contribution to the objectives of such a group,

Recalling also its decision 2002/302 of 4 October 2002, in which the Council
decided to entrust the President of the Council with the holding of consultations
regarding the modalities for establishing an Ad Hoc Advisory Group on Guinea-
Bissau, and its decision 2002/304 of 25 October 2002, in which it established that
Group,

Taking note of the letter dated 26 September 2002 from the Permanent
Representative of Burundi to United Nations addressed to the President of the
Economic and Social Council,5T in which the authorities of Burundi requested the
Council to set up an ad hoc advisory group on Burundi to study and assess the
economic and humanitarian situation in this country, with a view to post-conflict
reconstruction, in accordance with Economic and Social Council resolution 2002/1,

Takjng note also of the report of the Security Council mission to Central
Africa,32 which visited Burundi from 12 to 14 June 2003, in which the mission
expressed its satisfaction as to the peaceful transfer of power in Burundi,

Conscious of the need for providing adequate budgetary and economic support
to the transitional Government, given the risk that all gains achieved thus far could
collapse if such assistance was not provided immediately,

Urging donor countries to fulfil the commitments they made at the Paris and
Geneva conferences on assistance to Burundi, and welcoming the convening of a
donor round table organized by the Government of Burundi, in collaboration with
the United Nations Development Programme, scheduled for September 2003,

1. Decides to establish the Ad Hoc Advisory Group on Burundi;

2. Also decides to entrust the President of the Council with the task of
holding consultations and making recommendations, within the framework outlined
in its resolution 2002/1, on the composition, terms of reference and relevant
modalities for the creation of the Group by the end of August 2003 so as to enable it
to participate in the donor round table.

43rd plenary meeting
21 July 2003
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2003/17
Programme of Action for the L east Developed Countries

The Economic and Social Council,

Recalling the Brussels DecIaraIion@ and the Fﬁgramme of Action for the
Least Developed Countries for the Decade 2001-2010,

Recalling also its decision 2001/320 of 24 October 2001 on the establishment
of a regular sub-item entitled “Review and coordination of the implementation of
the Programme of Action for the Least Developed Countries for the Decade 2001-
20107,

Recalling further its resolution 2002/33 of 26 July 2002 on the oral report of
the High Representative for the Least Developed Countries, Land-locked
Developing Countries and Small Island Developing States on the implementation of
the Programme of Action for the Least Developed Countries for the Decade 2001-
2010,

1. Takes note of the progress report of the Secretary—GeneralQ on the
implementation of the Programme of Action for the Least Developed Countries for
the Decade 2001-2010;>

2. Expresses its deep concern over the weak implementation of the
Programme of Action, and expresses its expectation of more vigorous
implementation by all partners;

3. Calls on the Secretary-General, while stressing the central role of the
Council in the coordination of actions in the United Nations system for the
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6. Reiterates that the Programme of Action offers a framework for
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13. Calls on the Secretary-General to submit his annual progress report on
the implementation of the Programme of Action in such a way as to make it more
analytical and results-oriented by putting greater emphasis on concrete results and
indicating the progress achieved in its implementation.

44th plenary meeting
22 July 2003

2003/18
Joint United Nations Programme on Human I mmunodeficiency
Virus/Acquired | mmunodeficiency Syndrome (UNAIDS)

The Economic and Social Council,

Recalling its resolutions 1994/24 of 26 July 1994, by which the Council
created the Joint United Nations Programme on Human Immunodeficiency
Virus/Acquired Immunodeficiency Syndrome (UNAIDS), and 2001/23 of 26 July
2001,

(|
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Millennium Declaration,®® as well as the goals and targets contained in the
Declaration of Commitment on HIV/AIDS;*®

2.  Encourages Governments to participate in the high-level plenary
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Malaria, bearing in mind the complementarity of the role of those mechanisms,
based on their respective comparative advantages;

11. Requests
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1. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General of the International
Telecommunication Union on the

ﬁngoing preparatory process for the World
Summit on the Information Society;

2. Takes note also of the results of the first two meetings of the

intergovernmental Preparatory Committee, held in Geneva from 1 to 5 July 2002
and from 17 to 28 February 2003;

3.  Welcomes
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2003/20

Strengthening international cooperation in preventing and
combating trafficking in persons and protecting victims of
such trafficking

The Economic and Social Council

Recommends to the General Assembly the adoption of the following draft
resolution:

“The General Assembly,

“Recalling the Declarg]on of Basic Principles of Justice for Victims of
Crime and Abuse of Power,

“Taking note of guideline 8, ‘Special measures for the protection and
support of child victims of trafficking’, contai in the report of the United
Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights,

“Recalling the Convention on the Rights of the Child,g and noting the
entry into force of the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the
Child on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography,

“Recalling also International Labour Organization Convention No. 182
of 1999, concerning the Prohibition and Immediate Action for the Elimination
of the Worst Forms of Child Labour, which prohibits forced or obligatory
labour of all people under the age of eighteen,

“Recalling further paragraphs 25 and 27 of the Vienna Declaratipn on
Crime and Justice: Meeting the Challenges of the Twenty-first Century,

“Recalling its resolution 55/25 of 15 November 2000, by which it
adopted, the United Nations Convention against Transhational Organized
Crime®” and in particular the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish
Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children, supplergﬁnting the
United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime,

“Condemning trafficking in persons as an abhorrent form of modern-day
slavery and as an act that is contrary to universal human rights,

“Decrying the treatment of human beings as commodities bartered,
bought or sold by traffickers, in particular exploiters,

“Deeply concerned at the worldwide occurrence of trafficking in persons
for the purpose of exploitation of all kinds by transnational organized criminal
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(b) To promote the legislative and other measures necessary to
establish a wide range of assistance, including legal, psychological, medical
and social assistance and, if appropriate, compensation or restitution, to the
actual victims of trafficking, subject to the determination of the existence of
victimization;
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close cooperation and coordination with relevant international and regional
organizationsin this area;

“16. Encourages Member States to make voluntary contributions to
further strengthen and support the Centre and its Global Programme against
Trafficking in Human Beings, in particular in the area of technical assistance
activities;

“17. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the Commission on
Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice at its fourteenth session on the
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“Reaffirming its deep concern at the impact of transnational organized
crime on the political, social and economic stability and development of
societies,

“Reaffirming that the adoption of the Convention and the Protocols
thereto is a significant development in international criminal law and that they
constitute important instruments for effective international cooperation against
transnational organized crime,

“1. Takes note with appreciation of the report of the Secretary-General
on ratification of the United Nations &nvention against Transnational
Organized Crime and the Protocols thereto;

“2. Welcomes the imminent entry into force of the United Nations
Convention against Transnational Organized Crime,” and notes the number of
signatures and ratifications of the three Protocols to the Convention, which is
likely to lead to the expected entry into force at an early date of the Protocol to
Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and
Children, supplementing the United Nations Convention against Transnational
Organized Crime,”* and the Protocol against the Smuggling of Migrants by
Land, Sea and Air, supplementing the United Nations Convention against
Transnational Organized Crime;"

“3. Commends the Centre for International Crime Prevention of the
United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime of the Secretariat for its work in
promoting the ratification of the Convention and the Protocols thereto,
including, in particular, the preparation of legislative guides designed to
facilitate the ratification and subsequent implementation of those instruments,
and invites the Centre to finalize the legislative guides and to disseminate them
as widely as possible;

“4. \Welcomes the organization by the Secretary-General, in cooperation
with the Centre for International Crime Prevention of the United Nations
Office on Drugs and Crime and the Office of Legal Affairs of the Secretariat of
the Treaty Event ‘Focus 2003: treaties against transnational organized crime
and terrorism’, to be held during its fifty-eighth session in accordance with its
resolution 57/173 of 18 December 2002, urges Member States to participate
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“Recalling further its resolution 57/173 of 18 December 2002, in which it
affirmed the importance of the role of the Centre for International Crime
Prevention of the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime of the Secretariat
in the fulfilment of its mandate, including to prevent and combat terrorism, and
in particular in strengthening international cooperation and providing technical
assistance, upon request, which complements the work of the Counter-
Terrorism Committee of the Security Council,

“Recalling its resolution 57/292 of 20 December 2002, in section IV of
which it approved the strengthening of the Terrorism Prevention Branch of the
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“7. Also requests the Centre, subject to the availability of
extrabudgetary funds, to intensify its efforts to provide technical assistance,
upon request, in preventing and combating terrorism through the
implementation of the universal conventions and protocols related to terrorism,
with particular emphasis on the need to coordinate its work with the Counter-
Terrorism  Committee and international, regional and subregional
organizations;

“8. Expresses its appreciation to donor countries that, through
voluntary contributions to the United Nations Crime Prevention and Criminal
Justice Fund or through direct contributions to the United Nations Crime
Prevention and Criminal Justice Programme network, have supported the
launching of the Global Programme against Terrorism, and invites all States to
make adequate voluntary contributions to the Fund in order to strengthen the
capacity of the Centre to provide technical assistance to requesting Member
States, in particular for promoting the ratification of, accession to and
implementation of the universal conventions and protocols related to terrorism;

“9. Recommends that the Commission on Crime Prevention and
Criminal Justice, in coordination with other United Nations entities, in
particular the Counter-Terrorism Committee, keep under regular review the
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“1. Notes
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make action-oriented recommendations to serve as a basis for the draft
recommendations and conclusions for consideration by the Eleventh Congress
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relating to the preparations for the Eleventh Congress, to the Congress itself
and to the follow-up to and implementation of its recommendations;

“16. Reiterates its invitation to Member States to be represented at the
Eleventh Congress at the highest possible level, for example, by heads of State
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Recalling also General Assembly resolutions 56/123 of 19 December 2001 and
57/173 of 18 December 2002 on strengthening the United Nations Crime Prevention
and Criminal Justice Programme, in particular its technical cooperation capacity,

Welcoming the increase in voluntary contributions made by donors to the
United Nations Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice Fund, which enables the
Centre for International Crime Prevention of the United Nations Office on Drugs
and Crime of the Secretariat to execute a larger number of technical assistance
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8.  Welcomes the recent delegation of authority from the Secretary-General
of the United Nations to the Director-General of the United Nations Office at Vienna
for the management of the United Nations Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice
Fund, which should increase the efficiency of the Centre for International Crime
Prevention in managing its financial resources and enhance its reporting to the
Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice on the financial status of the
Fund;

9. Encourages the Executive Director of the United Nations Office on
Drugs and Crime to use the experience of the Fund Raising Unit of the United
Nations International Drug Control Programme in areas such as broadening the
donor base, cost-sharing, private sector funding and other innovative means to
increase the resources of the Centre for International Crime Prevention;

10. Requests the Executive Director of the United Nations Office on Drugs
and Crime to include in his annual report to the Commission on Crime Prevention
and Criminal Justice information on the financial status of the United Nations Crime
Prevention and Criminal Justice Fund and the results of the evaluation of projects
financed by the Fund,;

11. Also requests the Executive Director of the United Nations Office on
Drugs and Crime to provide Member States with relevant information on the United
Nations Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice Fund when required.

44th plenary meeting
22 July 2003

2003/25
Inter national cooper ation, technical assistance and advisory
servicesin crime prevention and criminal justice

The Economic and Social Council,

Recalling
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Emphasizing the importance of enhancing international cooperation and
coordination among Member States in the fields of crime prevention and criminal
justice to the achievement of the objectives of the United Nations, including
sustainable development, improved quality of life, democracy and human rights,

Noting the increasing number of requests for technical assistance received by
the Centre for International Crime Prevention from least developed countries,
developing countries, countries with economies in transition and countries emerging
from conflict,

Expressing its appreciation for funding provided by Member States in 2002,
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7. Urges Member States to make or increase, as appropriate, voluntary
contributions to the United Nations Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice Fund, as
well as to make or increase, as appropriate, contributions in direct support of
activities and projects of the Centre, including through contributions to institutes of
the United Nations Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice Programme network, in
order to strengthen further the capacity of the Centre to provide technical assistance;

8. Encourages Member States, in particular, developing countries and
countries with economies in transition, that are beneficiaries of technical assistance
provided by the Centre and are in a position to do so to contribute to the activities of
the Centre through such means as the provision of necessary infrastructure or human
resources or by allotting national funds to projects implemented in partnership with
the Centre;

9. Encourages developing countries and countries with economies in
transition to include in their requests for assistance from the United Nations
Development Programme, in particular within its country programme framework,
projects and/or elements on crime prevention and criminal justice;

10. Requests the Secretary-General to enhance further the resources available
within the existing overall budgetary framework of the United Nations for the
operational activities and, in particular, the interregional advisory services of the
Centre for International Crime Prevention under section 23, Regular programme of
technical cooperation, of the regular budget of the United Nations;

11. Also requests the Secretary-General to make all possible efforts,
including appeals to donors in the private sector, mobilization of resources and fund-
raising, to increase extrabudgetary resources, including general-purpose funds,
bearing in mind the need to safeguard the independence and international character
of the Centre.

44th plenary meeting
22 July 2003

2003/26
Prevention of urban crime

The Economic and Social Council,

Recalling General Assembly resolutions 55/59 of 4 December 2000, in which
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proven and promising practices in the area of urban crime prevention, including in
criminal justice, to develop a practical manual on the use and application of the
Guidelines for the Prevention of Crime and to convene for that purpose an expert
group meeting, with participants to be selected on the basis of equitable
geographical representation;

5. Again calls upon all relevant United Nations organizations and bodies
and international financial institutions to give appropriate consideration to the
inclusion of urban crime prevention and law enforcement projects in their assistance
programmes,

6. Recommends that in the programme of the Eleventh United Nations
Congress on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice due attention be given to the
issue of urban crime;

7.  \Welcomes the inclusion of urban crime and youth at risk as one of the
issues for the workshops to be held at the Eleventh Congress, which would permit
an in-depth discussion of the subject at the regional preparatory meetings for the
Congress.

44th plenary meeting
22 July 2003

2003/27
[llicit trafficking in protected species of wild flora and fauna

The Economic and Social Council,

Aware that the conservation of wild flora and fauna is essential for the
maintenance of biological diversity, preservation of the environment and sustainable
development,

Recalling the Conyention on International Trade in Endangered_ Species of
Wild Fauna and Flora,®* and the Convention on Biological Diversity8S and action
taken to implement those conventions,

Aware of the existence of organized criminal groups operating transnationally
that specialize in trafficking in protected species of wild flora and fauna, and
concerned at the adverse environmental, economic and social repercussions of their
activities,
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Recalling also its resolution 2002/18 of 24 July 2002, in which it urged all
Member States to cooperate with the Secretary-General and other competent entities
of the United Nations system so that the report of the Secretary-General on progress
made in the implementation of its resolution 2001/12 might be finalized,

Taking note of the replies received from Member States concerning their
national legislation and practical experience in the area of trafficking in prot@ted
species of wild flora and fauna contained in the report of the Secretary-General,

1. Welcomes with satisfaction the report of the Secretary-General on
trafficking in protected species of wild flora and fauna and illicit access to genetic
resources;®

2. Urges all Member States to cooperate, as appropriate, with the Secretary-
General and competent entities of the United Nations system, in particular the
Centre for International Crime Prevention of the United Nations Office on Drugs
and Crime, the secretariat of the Convention on International Trade in Endangered
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Reiterating that the kidnapping of persons under any circumstances and for
any purpose constitutes a serious crime and a violation of individual freedom and
undermines human rights,

Noting the transnational nature of organized crime and the tendency of
organized criminal groups and terrorist groups to expand their illegal operations,

Concerned at the growing tendency of organized criminal groups and terrorist
groups to resort to kidnapping, especially for the purpose of extortion, as a method
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5. Invites Member States that have not yet done so to provide to the
Secretary-General information on the practice of kidnapping and on relevant
domestic measures that have been adopted, including any related to support and
assistance to the victims and their families;

6. Also invites Member States that have not yet done so to adopt the
legislative or other measures necessary to establish kidnapping as a serious crime in
their domestic legislation, in accordance with the definition of “seriqus crime” in the
United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime;

7. Encourages Member States to continue to foster international
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adopted by the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization on
14 November 1970,%0 the preamble to which refers, inter alia, to the duty of every
State to protect the cultural property existing within its territory against the dangers
of theft, clandestine excavation and illicit export, and also the commitment by States
and relevant international organizations to combat such practices with all the means
at their disposal, in particular with regard to international cooperation on the return
of such property,

Wishing to promote mutual cooperation in preventing illegal acts against the
historical and cultural legacy of peoples,

Aware of the urgent need to establish standards for the restitution and return of
movable property forming part of the cultural heritage of peoples after it has been
stolen or illicitly exported, and for its protection and preservation,

Recognizing that one of the main objectives of the United Nations in the field
of crime prevention and criminal justice is the promotion and strengthening of
international cooperation in the fight against transnational organized crime,

Recalling General Assembly resolution 45/121 of 14 December 1990 on the
Eighth United Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of
Offenders, held in Havana from 27 August to 7 September 1990,

Recalling also the Model Treaty for the Prevention of Crimes that Infringe on
the Cultural Heriéﬁge of Peoples in the Form of Movable Property, adopted by the
Eighth Congress,

Welcoming the organization by the Andean Community of Nations and the
Government of France of a regional workshop on theft and illicit trafficking of
cultural property, held in Lima from 14 to 16 May 2003,

1. Encourages Member States to consider, where appropriate and in
accordance with national law, when concluding relevant agreements with other
States, the Model Treaty for the Prevention of Crimes that Infringe on the Cultural
Heritage of Peoples in the Form of Movable Property, adopted by the Eighth United
Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders, held
in Havana from 27 August to 7 September 1990;%

2. Calls upon all Member States to continue to strengthen international
cooperation and mutual assistance in the prevention and prosecution of crimes
against movable property that forms part of the cultural heritage of peoples;

3.  Requests
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2003/30
United Nations standards and normsin crime prevention and
criminal justice

The Economic and Social Council,

Recalling
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Governments of Austria, Canada and Germany for their financial support in the
organization of the Meeting;

3. Decides to group United Nations standards and norms in crime
prevention and criminal justice in the following categories for the purpose of
targeted collection of information, in order to better identify the specific needs of
Member States and to provide an analytical framework with a view to improving
technical cooperation:

(@) Standards and norms related primarily to persons in custody, non-
custodial sanctions and juvenile and restorative justice;

(b) Standards and norms related primarily to legal, institutional and practical
arrangements for international cooperation;

(c) Standards and norms related primarily to crime prevention and victim
issues;

(d) Standards and norms related primarily to good governance, the
independence of the judiciary and the integrity of criminal justice personnel;

4. Calls upon Member States, intergovernmental and non-governmental
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referred to in paragraph 3 above and that are aimed at identifying and addressing
specific problems in Member States requesting assistance and at providing an
analytical framework with a view to improving technical cooperation;

(b) New ways and means for maximizing the effectiveness of technical
assistance to Member States in specific areas of crime prevention and criminal
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6. The entire review process should be guided by the need to relate it to the main

O
O
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24. The information provided by Member States on the application of United
Nations standards and norms in crime prevention and criminal justice should be
distributed by the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime via the World Wide
Web.

25. The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime should encourage financial
institutions, development agencies and non-governmental organizations to expand
their technical assistance programmes for improving access to justice and the rule of
law.

26. The information-gathering mechanisms used by the United Nations Office on
Drugs and Crime should be reviewed in order to bring them in line with the overall
programme priorities of the United Nations. The goal should be to redesign the
mechanisms in a more comprehensive, consistent and operational manner, so that
the collected data and other information are more relevant to those priorities. The
goal should also be to enhance cooperation among respondents, both in the
collection of data and in the execution of technical cooperation projects.

27. New information-gathering mechanisms should be focused on identifying
difficulties encountered in application and desirable practices. The mechanisms
should be based on the present United Nations priorities unless the Eleventh United
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2003/31
Functioning of the Commission on Crime Prevention and
Criminal Justice

The Economic and Social Council,

Mindful of the statement of principles and programme of action of the United
Nations Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice Programme, annexed to General
Assembly resolution 46/152 of 18 December 1991,

Recalling resolutions 1/1 of Zﬁpril 1992;’ 4/3 of 9 June 1995,gj 5/3 of 31
May 19969 and 6/1 of 9 May 19978 of the Commission on Crime Prevention and
Criminal Justice, adopted under the agenda item “Strategic management and
programme questions”,

Recalling in particular Commission resolution 5/3, in which it requested
member States to submit to the bureau draft proposals, together with the information
required in accordance with the annex to Commission resolution 4/3, one month
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4. Requests the Centre for International Crime Prevention of the United
Nations Office on Drugs and Crime to submit to the Commission at its thirteenth
session a report on the status of implementation of the mandates assigned to it by or
through the recommendation of the Commission, including information on the
requirements of such implementation;

5.  Decides that, with effect from 2004, the Commission should, at the end
of its session, elect its bureau for the subsequent session and encourage it to play an
active role in the preparation of the regular as well as the informal intersessional
meetings of the Commission, so as to enable the Commission to provide continuous
and effective policy guidance to the United Nations Crime Prevention and Criminal
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2003/33
Reduction of illicit drug demand

The Economic and Social Council,

Recalling the Declaration on the Guiding Principles of Drug Demand
Reduction®® and thelﬁasures to enhance international cooperation to counter the
world drug problem,™° adopted by the General Assembly at its twentieth special
session,

Recognizing that the rapid evolution of the socio-economic situation, combined
with cultural, personal and social factors and compounded by the availability of
illicit drugs, has exacerbated the global problem of consumption of psychoactive
substances,

Conscious that the problem of consumption has a greater impact on
populations at risk, in particular children and young people, who, for various family
and cultural reasons, have become more vulnerable and susceptible to illicit drug
consumption and hazardous behaviour regarding illicit drugs,

Aware that programmes for the reduction of illicit drug demand must form part
of a global strategy and that, if they are integrated and coordinated so as to offer a
wide variety of appropriate measures in the community and in the education, health,
labour and social welfare sectors, they will enable the targeted persons, families and
communities to diminish the adverse effects of improper drug use,

Considering that the world drug problem must be dealt with on the basis of
shared responsibility, which requires an integrated and balanced approach, offering
people comprehensive care that will foster their development as individuals and
within the community,

1. Supports the implementation of programmes for the reduction of illicit
drug demand with global impact and scope that target the people at risk of
consuming illicit drugs and the problems associated with illicit drug consumption, to
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2003/34
International assistance to the States affected by the transit of
illicit drugs

The Economic and Social Council,

Recalling its resolution 2002/21 of 24 July 2002 and the Political Declaration
adopted by the General Assembly at its twenti special session, devoted to
countering the world drug problem together, the Action Plan for the
Implementation of the Declaration on the Guiding Principles of Drug Demand
Reduction*®2' and thﬁeasures to enhance international cooperation to counter the
world drug problem,

Reaffirming Economic and Social Council resolution 2001/16 of 24 July 2001
on international assistance to the States most affected by transit of drugs,

Taking note of the second biennial report of the Executive Director of the
United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime on the implementation of the outcome of
the twentieth special session of the General Assembly,*™* his rt on international
assistance to the States most affected by the transit of drugst®Sand other relevant
reports submitted to the Commission on Narcotic Drugs at its forty-sixth session,

Bearing in mind the principle of shared responsibility and the need for all
States to promote and implement the actions necessary to counter the world drug
problem and crimes related to that problem,

Acknowledging efforts by national authorities and the international community,
including the United Nations International Drug Control Programme of the United
Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, to reduce the demand for, and to combat
international trafficking in, illicit drugs,

Noting the fact that the transit States continue to face grave and multifaceted
challenges, owing to both the problems related to illicit drug trafficking and supply
and the rising levels of drug abuse resulting from the transiting of illicit drugs
through their territories,

Bearing in mind the need to strengthen law enforcement capacities at all levels
and the importance of inter-agency coordination to the achievement of effective
drug control strategies addressing all aspects of the world drug problem,

Recognizing the need to provide, for that purpose, international assistance to
the States affected by the transit of illicit drugs,

1. Encourages the States affected by the transit of illicit drugs to continue
to implement and strengthen law enforcement initiatives at all levels and cross-
border cooperation between transit States, as well as countries of destination, with a
view to promoting coordinated drug control activities and unified responses to drug
trafficking;

101 General Assembly resolution S-20/2, annex.
102 General Assembly resolution 54/132, annex.
103 General Assembly resolutions S-20/4 A to E.
104 E/CN.7/2003/2 and Add.1-6.

105 E/CN.7/2003/11.
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2. Also encourages the States affected by the transit of illicit drugs to
continue to implement and strengthen comprehensive policies for the reduction of
illicit drug demand,

3. Calls upon the States affected by the transit of illicit drugs to ensure
well-coordinated and focused policies to suppress drug trafficking through greater
coordination between key agencies responsible for drug law enforcement;

4.  Calls upon the United Nations International Drug Control Programme of
the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, subject to the availability of
voluntary funds and in accordance with the guidelines ad@ed by the Commission
on Narcotic Drugs for the use of general-purpose funds,#% and Member States to
facilitate such initiatives by providing assistance and technical support to the drug
control authorities of the States affected by the transit of illicit drugs, in particular
developing countries, including countries with economies in transition, that are in
need of such assistance and support;

5. Requests the United Nations International Drug Control Programme and
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Recalling that Governments have adopted various measures to promote
multilateral, regional, subregional and bilateral cooperation between judicial, law
enforcement and tax authorities so as to deal in a comprehensive manner with
criminal groupsinvolved in drug trafficking,

1. Reaffirms the importance of broad policies to eliminate illicit drug crops
and of the implementation of legislation, in particular legislation to facilitate the

interdiction of illicit drug shipments, in support of illicit drug crop eradication and
elimination, alternative development and strong law enforcement efforts at reducing

the supply of illicit drugs;
2. Calls upon States to adopt effective measures to strengthen international
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accordance with the 1988 Convention, as well as the ﬁasures for countering
money-laundering adopted at the twentieth special session,

Considering that multilateral action against the modern global phenomenon of
transnational organized crime and the illicit activities connected with it, in particular
drug trafficking, money-laundering, corruption and the financing of terrorism,
represents a commitment by States that calls for shared responsibility and
coordinated activities with a view to achieving a coherent global approach in
accordance with multilateral instruments,

Recognizing that the laundering of proceeds derived from drug trafficking and
other serious offences has increased throughout the world to become a global threat
to the stability and security of the financial and commercial system, and even to
government structures, and that concerted efforts by the international community are
required in order to deal with the problems posed by organized crime and the
proceeds derived from it,

Emphasizing the need for States to harmonize their legislation in order to
ensure adequate coordination of their policies for preventing, monitoring,
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recommendations on money-laundering and the financing of terrorism formulated by
the Financial Action Task Force on Money Laundering and its regional groups.

44th plenary meeting
22 July 2003
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2. Calls upon the international community and Member States to promote
an economic environment that is favourable to products from alternative
development and that facilitates the access of such products to international markets
as an effective and efficient means of eliminating the illicit economy;

3. Reiterates the necessity to encourage access to international markets for
products, including produce from alternative development areas;

4. Urges Member States, in accordance with the principle of shared
responsibility and as a sign of their commitment to the fight against illicit drugs, to
extend cooperation in the area of alternative development to include technical
assistance, support for the protection of the environment, sustainable development
of forest resources, creation of social and productive infrastructure and promotion of
private investment and agro-industry, as well as facilitation of the access of
alternative development products to markets;

5. Calls upon Member States to share their experience in programmes to
eliminate or reduce illicit crop cultivation, thereby taking into account common
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East of the Commission on Narcotic Drugs, and encouraged them to continue to
contribute to the strengthening of regional and international cooperation, taking into
account the outcome of the twentieth special session of the General Assembly,

Recalling also its resolution 1985/11 of 28 May 1985, in which it requested the
Secretary-General to convene regular meetings of the operational heads of the
national drug control and law enforcement agencies of States in the African region
to study questions related to illicit drug traffic in the region and to establish more
effective mechanisms for cooperation and mutual assistance in the suppression of
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3.  Requests the Secretary-General to provide, from within available
resources of the regular budget of the United Nations, the meetings of heads of
national drug law enforcement agencies with the financial resources to assist those
States which could not otherwise be represented, by defraying the travel expenses
for one participant from each of those States, as is done for the Subcommission on
[llicit Drug Traffic and Related Matters in the Near and Middle East.

44th plenary meeting
22 July 2003

2003/39
Strengthening systems of control over chemical precursorsand
preventing their diversion and trafficking

The Economic and Social Council,

Convinced that the transnational nature of the world drug problem and related
offences requires the effective application of the principles of shared responsibility
and a holistic and balanced approach,

Noting that the availability of chemical precursors makes it possible to extract,
refine and synthesizeillicit drugs of natural or synthetic origin,

Noting General Assembly resolution S-20/4 B of 10 June 1998 on the control
of precursors, adopted by the Assembly at its twentieth special session, devoted to
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Aware that the availability of chemical precursors continues, despite the
success of Operation Topaz and Operation Purple and the efforts of all countries to
prevent the access of drug traffickers to chemical precursors needed in the
manufacture of illicit drugs of natural and synthetic origin,

Committed to preventing, through all legal means available, access to chemical
precursors by those engaged in or attempting to engage in the processing of illicit
drugs,

Concerned at the fact that illicit drugs of natural and synthetic origin have
spread worldwide, and recognizing that that represents a threat to all States,

1. Urges all States, including producing, exporting, transit and importing
States, in accordance with the principle of shared responsibility, to exchange
information, through the competent authorities established in accordance with the
United Nations Convention against Illicit Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and
Psychotropic Substances of 1988'° or through law enforcement authorities,
regarding suspicious transactions or shipments of substances suspected of being
diverted for use iniillicit drug production;

2. Recommends that all States ensure that they have in place fully effective
systems for chemical precursor control and procedures for training personnel of
control agencies and operational, regulatory and administrative staff;

3. Calls upon all States to inform, through the International Narcotics
Control Board, the competent authorities of States about matters concerning the
introduction of substances substituted for controlled substances and the use of new
techniques in the synthesis, refining and extraction of illicit drugs, with a view to
strengthening controls;

4. Encourages all States, including producing, exporting, transit and
importing States, to make full use of existing channels of communication for the
timely exchange of information, where possible, on enterprises that have been given
penalties for improper management of chemicals, in accordance with their national
legislation, as well as on routes and means of trafficking and diversion, on methods
of camouflaging and on means of falsifying and manipulating customs documents,
and any other information necessary to exercise more effective control;

5.
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2003/40
Demand for and supply of opiates for medical and
scientific pur poses

The Economic and Social Council,

Recalling its resolution 2002/20 of 24 July 2002 and previous relevant
resolutions,

Emphasizing that the need to balance the global licit supply of opiates against
the legitimate demand for opiates for medical and scientific purposes is central to
the international strategy and policy of drug control,

Noting the fundamental need for international cooperation with the traditional
supplier countries in drug control to ensure universal ication of the provisions of
the Single Convention on Nﬁotic Drugs of 1961 and that Convention as
amended by the 1972 Protocol,

Reiterating that a balance between consumption and production of opiate raw
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3. Urges Governments of consumer countries to assess their licit needs for
opiate raw materials realistically and to communicate those needs to the
International Narcotics Control Board in order to ensure easy supply, and requests
the Governments of producer countries to ensure that their future production of
opiate raw materials is adjusted to conform to the actual requirements for opiate raw
materials worldwide, bearing in mind the current level of global stocks of opiate raw
materials, and to cooperate in preventing the proliferation of sources of production
of opiate raw materials;

4. Commends the International Narcotics Control Board for its efforts in
monitoring the implementation of the relevant Economic and Social Council
resolutions and, in particular:

(@ In urging the Governments concerned to adjust global production of
opiate raw materials to a level corresponding to actual licit needs and to avoid
unforeseen imbalances between the licit supply of and demand for opiates caused by
the exportation of products manufactured from seized and confiscated drugs,

(b) In inviting the Governments concerned to ensure that opiates imported
into their countries for medical and scientific use do not originate in countries that
transform seized and confiscated drugs into licit opiates;

(c) In arranging informal meetings, during the sessions of the Commission
on Narcotic Drugs, with the main States that import and produce opiate raw
materials;

5. Requests the International Narcotics Control Board to continue its efforts
in monitoring the implementation of the relevant Economic and Social Council
resolutions in full compliance with the Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs of
1961 and with that Convention as amended by the 1972 Protocol;

6. Requests the Secretary-General to transmit the text of the present
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2. Requests the United Nations International Drug Control Programme, in
collaboration with the World Health Organization, to report on new trends with
regard to cannabis.

44th plenary meeting
22 July 2003

2003/42
Situation of and assistance to Palestinian women

The Economic and Social Council,

Having considered with appreciation the reﬁt of the Secretary-General on the
situation of and assistance to Palestinian women,

R ing the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for the Advancement of
Women,*32'in particular paragrapp260 concerning Palestinian women and children,
the Beijing Platform for Action*3% adopted at the Fourth World Conference on
Women and the outcome of the twenty-third special session of the General
Assembly entitled “Vﬂen 2000: gender equality, development and peace for the
twenty-first century”,

Recalling also its resolution 2002/25 of 24 July 2002 and other relevant United
Nations resol utions,

Recalling further the Declaration on the Elimination of Violence against
Women*SSas it concerns the protection of civilian populations,

Expressing the urgent need for the resumption of negotiations within the
Middle East peace process on its agreed basis and towards the speedy achievement
of afinal settlement between the Palestinian and Israeli sides,

Concerned about the grave deterioration of the situation of Palestinian women
in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, and about the severe
consequences of continuous illegal Israeli settlements activities as well as the harsh
economic conditions and other severe consequences of the continuing Israeli attacks
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1.  Calls upon the concerned parties, as well as the international community,
to exert all the necessary efforts to ensure the immediate resumption of the peace
process on its agreed basis, taking into account the common ground already gained,
and calls for measures for tangible improvement of the difficult situation on the
ground and the living conditions faced by Palestinian women and their families;

2. Reaffirms that the Israeli occupation remains a major obstacle for
Pal estinian women with regard to their advancement, self-reliance and integration in
the development planning of their society;

3. Demands that lsrael, the occupying Power, comply fully with_the
provisions and principles of the Universal Declaration of Human Rigﬂ.ﬁ, the
Regulations annexed to The Hague Convention 1V of 18 October 1907*™and the
Geneva Conventian relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War of
12 August 1949,%38 in order to protect the rights of Palestinian women and their
families;

4. Calls upon lsrael to facilitate the return of all refugees and displaced
Palestinian women and children to their homes and properties, in compliance with
the relevant United Nations resolutions;

5.  Calls upon the international community to continue to provide urgently
needed assistance and services in an effort to alleviate the dire humanitarian crisis
being faced by Palestinian women and their families and