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Executive Summary 
 

The government of Ethiopia has set a national vision of joining a lower middle income economy 

by 2025. Macro and sectoral policies have been formulated and implemented to achieve this 

vision. The government has also devised medium-term (5 year) development plans to move 

towards achieving the national vision. To this end, the government has formulated and 

implemented about four medium term development plans namely SDPRP, PASDEP, GTP I and 

GTP II. These national development frameworks use global goals (such as MDGs, IPoA, VPoA 

and SDGs) as a basis for setting priorities and targets. 

Ethiopia has a long tradition 
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through by creating forward and backward linkages. Most of the industrial parks are built and 

inaugurated and became operational but not at full capacity.  

Agriculture, food security and rural development are also among the priorities of both the 

government of Ethiopia and IPoA. The government has been keen to increase agricultural 

production and productivity and thereby ensure food security in the last decade. To this end, the 

productivity of major food crops has been fairly increasing and average productivity reached 

24.5 quintals per ha while total production increased to 306 million quintals in 2017/18. In 

addition, the government has also designed a productive safety net program which has been 

benefiting nearly 8 million beneficiaries who are chronically food-insecured. Similarly, more 

than 370 thousand urban citizens have been benefited from the urban food security program. The 

proportion of total population which lives below food poverty line declined to 24.8 percent in 

2015/16 and expected to further since then.  

Trade is an engine for growth and accelerates structural transformation when there is an effective 

integration into the global value chain. The government has embarked on preparatory works 

which will enable the country to join the World Trade Organization and this is at the center of 

the current economic reform. Ethiopia has already joined the African Continental Free Trade 

Areas (AfCTA) which is ratified by the House of Peoples Representatives. Besides, trade 

agreements have been signed with fi
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The Istanbul Programme of Action (IPoA) has been part of the two national development plans. 

Annual reports have been directly taken from the progress reports of these comprehensive plans. 

Hence, this report is prepared using these national reports and IPoA reports which has been 

prepared and submitted annually. The progress reports of the two five year plans, the challenges 

and lessons identified and relevant to the Istanbul Program of Action (IPoA) are also considered.  

Data/information from surveys and administrative sources has been used as an input. The 

Planning and Development Commission (PDC) which is a focal institution for the follow up of 

the implementation of the IPoA has prepared this report. Discussions and consultations were also 

made with various stakeholders as part of the national plan. The rest of the report is organized as 

follows. Section II introduces the national development planning process while section III 

assesses the progress and challenges in the implementation of the IPoA. Coherence and linkages 

with the 2030 Agenda and other global processes are also discussed in section IV while the next 

LDCs agenda is presented in V. The last Section, section VI, presents statistical annex on major 

indicators.  

II. National Development Planning process 
 

As stipulated in the Constitution of the country and guided by a national vision, the government 

is managing the development process of the country through formulating comprehensive 

medium-term development plans. These national plans are prepared on the basis of the national 

vision, sectoral policies and strategies, lessons drawn from plans implemented and regional and 

global economic situations as well as global goals such as SDGs and IPoAs and VPoAs. It 

should be noted that Ethiopia has never had a separate plan for global goals and initiatives such 

as SDGs and IPoAs. They are implemented as integral part of the national plans.  

Ten national development priorities have been identified in the second Growth and 

Transformation Plan (GTP II) i.e. a recent plan which is under implementation and ending by 

2020. These include (1) the agriculture sector remains to be the main source of the rapid 

economic growth in the GTP II period; (2) expediting the transformation of the economic 

structure by enabling the manufacturing industry to grow rapidly; (3) prioritizing productivity, 

quality and competitiveness by increasing efficiency in order to reach the full capacity frontier of 

the economy; (4) correcting the imbalance between the gross demand level and the gross supply 

level; (5) building/reinforcing capacities in the construction industry and project management; 

(6) adopting urban planning and management methods comparable with the rapid urbanization, 

industrialization and structural changes; (7) transforming the domestic private sector; (8) 

supporting the human resources development efforts with technology; (9) building climate 

resilient green economy; and (10) upholding developmental perspectives by eliminating rent-

seeking attitudes. 
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structural transformation which has been better in GTP II compared to GTP I as the two national 

plans cover the IPoA period.  

 As a result the size of the economy has increased from Birr 529 billion to Birr 2.7 trillion in the 

same period. All economic sectors have been contributing for the growth achieved though some 

sectors such as construction and crop subsectors 
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top priority of the government. Despite these increments, there is still a huge gap in terms 

of connecting all kebeles1 of the country to the main roads.  

 

¶ The national railway network which aims to connect potential areas of the country to the 

nearest port is expected to provide economies of scale by transporting massive imports and 

exports. In this regard, several railway projects have been designed but only a couple of 

them were executed and became operational. The Addis Ababa Light Railway which is a 

34.8 km has become operational and it has provided transportation service for about 38.4 

million passengers and collected B
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¶ The total number of active mobile phone subscribers has reached 40.41 million at the end 

of the fiscal year 2017/18. The mobile phone penetration rate has increased to 68.37 

percent while the national service coverage is 85 percent.  On the other hand, the total 

number of internet and data users (broadband as well as narrow band) increased to 17.98 

million in 2017/18 while its density increased to 18.6 percent in the same period. 

Telecom service has been one of the areas which has witnessed a rapid growth 

particularly in the number of mobile and internet subscribers despite the inadequate and 

poor quality service from state monopoly i.e. ethio-telecom. The government has already 

finished preparatory works 
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In order to modernize the sector and thereby increase productivity and commercialization, efforts 

have been made to ensure adequate agricultural input supply and strengthen agricultural 

extension services. As a result the agriculture sector has continued to be the source of growth and 

means of poverty reduction. Agricultural Growth Program (AGP) can be named as a successful 

flagship in the area of food security and rural development as a crucial component of the poverty 

reduction strategy.  

 

o The productivity of major food crops has been fairly increasing and average productivity 

increased from 16.5 quintal per hectare in 2010/11 to 24.15 quintal per hectare in 2017/18 

while total production increased from 221.8 million quintals to 306 million quintals in the 

same period. Training of farmers, agricultural input (improved seed and fertilizer) supply 

and agricultural extension services have been the contributing factors. The extension 

service benefits both male and female headed households. As a policy principle 30 

percent of the beneficiaries are expected to be women farmers while 10 percent should be 

youth. Expanding access to extension services has been a priority in the sector and as a 

result the number beneficiaries of the extension services increased from 15,200,000 in 

2014/15 to 16, 975,000 farmers in 2017/18. Agricultural input supply and mechanization 

have also been growing despite their contribution towards improving agricultural 

productivity was not impressive.  

 

o With regard to food security, disaster prevention and preparedness, according to the 2016 

HICE and WMS data analysis report, the proportion of total population, that lives below 

food poverty line has declined from 49.5 per cent (rural 51.6 per cent, urban 36.5 per 

cent) in 1995/96 to 24.8 per cent (rural 27.1 per cent, urban 15.2 per cent) in 2015/16. 

There would also be further decline in recent years as well. The government of Ethiopia 

has developed a food security strategy and there is a productive safety net program 

(PNSP) to address those citizens who are under chronic food shortage. It was a great 

success for the government that the drought incidence in 2015/16 was not claiming 

human life as it was not changed into hunger. The contribution of the safety net programs 

can be mentioned. For example 2017/18 alone 7.97 million citizens (11.5% females) have 

been benefited from the productive safety net program. The other component of the food 

security program is the family level credit package which is designed to enable 

households to build assets using the credit facility. Moreover, in urban areas 370,343 

beneficiaries living below the poverty line have benefited from urban food security and 

employment program. Moreover, during the same period, 70,542 urban citizens that are 

living under the national poverty line have benefited from direct cash transfer through 

urban safety net program. The government is therefore working relentlessly to eradicate 

hanger and 
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document have been prepared and been ready for signing with other 9 countries (India, Belarus, 

Mauritius, Kazakhstan, Zambia, Somaliland, EURO Asia, Malawi and Qatar). A revised national 

AGOA Response Strategy has been finalized, and possible to inform the US government based 

on its detail requirements in bilateral trade agreements. In addition, border trade agreements have 

been signed with South Sudan.  

Despite all the efforts indicated above, the contribution of the trade sector to the overall economy 

is not significant. There are constraints and challenges which are mainly attributed to structural 

problems of the economy. The country exports agricultural products while imports processed and 

capital goods. There is still a huge gap in the trade balance of the country. The export sector is 

highly vulnerable to international price shocks. The export performance of the country which has 

been a major challenge in the last decade in general and in recent years in particular is discussed 

in the next section.  

D) Commodities 

 

Ensuring economic structural transformation was a priority in the last decade. However, the 

envisaged structural transformation has been very slow particularly in terms of improving the 

merchandise export of the country. In the first five years of the IPOA period the government 

focused on creating an enabling environment for structural transformation while in the second 

the country set a goal of ensuring economic structural transformation. However, this structural 

transformation has been minimal and the share of the manufacturing sector in the overall 

economy didn’t grow as expected. Export revenue has been volatile and no change observed in 

terms of export diversification. The export revenue from the manufacturing sector has been very 

low. Looking at the export revenue of the country in the last three years (2.87 billion USD in 

2015/16, 2.91 billion USD in 2016/17 and 2.87 billion USD in 2017/18), it has been quite feeble 

in its performance. The structure of merchandize export revenue did not exhibit significant 

change in 2017/18. Agricultural exports continued to maintain their dominant share of the 

earnings and accounted for 74.5% of the total revenue in 2017/18. On the other hand, in the same 

period, industrial exports, including electricity, raised their share of the total merchandize export 

revenue from 13.0% to 18.9%. The increase in the share of merchandise export is not achieved 

by an increase in export items; it is rather a reflection of a sharp decline by the mining sector, 

whose share of export revenue sharply dropped to 4.3% in 2017/18 from 10.8% in 2015/16. The 

country has massive potential in renewable energy such as hydropower, wind and geothermal. 

The government is generating foreign exchange by exporting electricity for neighboring 

countries. Electricity has become a new export item but the export sector is mainly dominated by 

coffee, oilseeds and pulses.  

To improve the aforementioned poor performances in the export sector and thereby ensure 

economic transformation, the government is building Industrial Parks in almost every region of 

the country. This aims to attract FDI and other domestic investment to the Parks, accelerate 

industrialization and structural transformation and thereby promote export. Some of the parks 
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became functional and started exporting. This is expected to contribute towards reducing 

vulnerabilities associated with external economic shocks such as commodity price volatility by 

enhancing diversification and value addition.   

E) Private Sector Development 
 

The government is fully aware that the private sector should play a key role in the economy. In 

this regard, massive infrastructure development including the logistics sector and creating 

favorable conditions and an enabling environment have been undertaken in the last decade. 

Efforts have also been continued to create an enabling environment for private investment 

through constructing industrial parks (IPs) and clusters (ICs) so as to eliminate challenges in 

connection with land, logistics and custom services problems. Creating linkage among small, 

medium and large scale industries and to transfer technologies and create employment 

opportunities to citizens. 

In the Second Growth and Transformation Plan, ensuring the transformation of the domestic 

private investment in tandem with attracting foreign direct investment has been one of the 

strategic pillars. Accordingly Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) flow has increased from 1.24 

billion USD in 2010/11 to 4.2 billion USD in 2016/17 and slightly declined to 3.72 billion USD 

in 2017/18. Substantial public spending has been there in the infrastructure sector of the 

economy to crowd in the private sector. However, the private sector has not been growing as 

expected. As a result, the role of the state in the economy has been substantial and there were 

selected areas in which the government actively participated. However, the government realized 

that transferring these sectors to the private sector is extremely important and there are 

comprehensive reforms to create a dynamic private sector in the country.  

F) Human and Social Development 
 

Health, education and water and sanitation are among the top priorities of Ethiopian government 

and they continue to be a priority in the coming decade as well.  

In terms of access to education, gross enrolment rate of pre-primary school education has 

reached 38.3 percent (male 39.1% and female 37.5%) in 2017/18. In the same period, 

encouraging results have been registered in the primary education. The government had actively 

mobilized the educators, non-governmental institutions and the public at large to make schools 

accessible for children within less than three kilometers from their homestead. Accordingly, the 

number of primary schools increased to 38,203 in 2017/18.  The gross enrolment rate of primary 

education (1-8) grew to 108% (113% female and 102% female) in 2017/18 while the net 

enrolment of primary school (1-8) has increased from 93.7% (male 96.9%, female 90.5%) in 

2014/15 to 97% (male 105.1%, female 96%) in 2017/18. 

Similarly, the total number of secondary schools has reached to 3703 in 2017/18. As a result, the 

secondary education (9-10) gross enrolment rate has increased to 47% (male 49%, female 45%) 
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in the same period. The preparatory level gross enrolment rate (11-12) has increased to 12.5% 

(male 13.4 and 11.5% female) in 2017/18. 

Looking at the Integrated Functional Adult Education, during the fifth education sector 

development cycle, it was planned to enroll 12.2 million adults in functional adult education and 

during the last recent three years, 3,664,728 adults were able to complete the two year program. 

Regarding enrolment, in 2015/16, 2016/17 and 2017/18 a total of 6,903,065, 5,479,633 and 

4,941,062 adults participated in the Integrated Functional Adult Education programs. Nationally 

there are more males enrolled in IFAE, with 53.6% of the total enrolment.  

In terms of TVET, the enrolment was 304,139 in 2015/16 and in 2016/17 a total of 302,083 

students were enrolled. In 2017/18 the enrollment has estimated to be 348,253 (96.69%) in a 

regular training program. Female trainees constitute 51 percent from the total trainees.  

In relation to higher education, the number of government universities increased to 46.  On top of 

that, there are 125 private higher education institutions in the country. A total of 895,675 

students, including newly-enrolled 140,082 students, were attending in public, private, regular 

and non-regular programs in 2017/18. Gross enrollment rate reached 12.3% in the same period 

while the number of postgraduate program students increased to 70, 276. It was planned to enroll 

4,834 students in the third-degree program and 4225 student enrolled in this program. The share 

of female students in higher education was 34.53 % from the total.   

In tandem with access, ensuring education quality has been another focus area. Several policy 

and operational issues have been identified and implemented in terms of assuring the quality of 

education. These include massive training of qualified teachers, availing books and other school 

facilities such as access to electric, computer and water etc.  

The Constitution of the FDRE in Article 90 sub-article 1 says ‘to the extent the country’s 

resources permit, policies shall aim to provide all Ethiopians access to public health and 

education, clean water, housing, food and social security’. Article 41 sub article 4 decreed ‘the 

State has the obligation to allocate ever increasing resources to provide to the public health, 

education and other social services’. Health policies, strategies and programs are basically 

preventive rather than curative and designed to address the anticipated and existing health related 

problems in the country. The health extension program has been implemented in rural and urban 

areas of the country to effectively and efficiently implement the health policy. By constructing 

health institutions, training health 
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About 38.7 percent of members of the HPR are women. In the regional states, women’s 

participation in the regional-HPRs has reached 48 percent.  

The government has designed social protection programs such as the PSNP and Urban Social 

Safety Net Programs which aim at benefiting the poorest of the poor and eradicating poverty and 

hunger. The programs are discussed above.  

G) Multiple crises and other emerging challenges 
 

Despite its strong performance in the last 10 years, Ethiopia’s economy has also been vulnerable 

to various shocks such as drought, world price reductions and instability created in some parts of 

the country. In the first two years (2015/16-2016/17) of the Second Growth and Transformation 

Plan the country faced social and economic problems. In 2015/16, about 10 million people were 

highly affected by the severe drought and they were aid-dependent to survive. This forced the 

government to reallocate resources from development to humanitarian activities. The climate 

change induced drought effect continued in 2016/17 in some water-stressed areas of the country. 

This challenge has posed considerable risks by way of threatening the full-capacity 

implementation of GTP II which fully captures the objectives of IPoA and SDGs. The adverse 

effects of the drought have been seen in the growth performance of the country in that growth 

has been below the target set for the two consecutive years. The country has witnessed instability 

in some regions in the last three years. This has also posed another challenge in the investment 

and free movement of people, goods and services and export performance of the country.  Fully 

implementing the CRGE strategy is the next agenda for the government to create green and resilient 

economy as discussed above. 

Ethiopia has a huge irrigation potential for small, medium and large sc g
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obligations, including the principal, interest and bank transfers, of the central government and 

public enterprises. The country’s total external public debt outstanding stood at USD 26.4 billion 

in 2017/18 and amounted to 31.3% of GDP. It showed an increase of 11.3% from USD 23.7 

billion (or 29.2% of GDP) a year earlier. This is a huge burden, especially in view of the 

country’s poorly performing export earnings.  It underscores the need for further strengthening of 

prudence in external debt management, along with sustained efforts to improve export 

performance and domestic resource mobilization, as well as speeding up the implementation of 

projects financed with external loans. The government is now taking measures to reduce the 

current debt burden and ensure debt sustainability.  

G)  Mobilization of Financial Resources 
 

Effective and efficient domestic resource mobilization and utilization have been the priority 

focus of the government in the last decade. The Addis Ababa Action Agenda (AAAA) is the 

guiding principle focusing on the seven action areas suggested. The government also 

mainstreams global goals such as IPOA, VPoA and SDGs in its national development plan so 

that they can be financed by national budget like other domestic initiatives. 
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development of industrial parks and clusters, enhancing the efficiency of service delivery (one 

window service) and formulating investment promotion strategy. The government is also 

working to improve the doing business ranking of the country by establishing a committee 

chaired by His Excellency Prime Minster Abiy Ahmed.  

Looking at the Official Development Assistance (ODA), the flow has been unpredictable which 

has been declining in 2015/16 and 2016/17 and showed a strong recovery in 2017/18 and stood 

at Birr 17.9 billion. The country is under a deep and holistic reform and the rise in the external 

grants reflects the strong support of development partners to this reform.  

External debt is also another source of finance for development. External debt has been 

instrumental to finance the infrastructure development of the country. However, the outstanding 

debt has been increasing particularly in recent years. It has increased from USD 18.99 billion in 

2014/15 to USD 26.42 billion in 2017/18 which is 31.3% of GDP. The country has also been 

active in debt services (for example in 2017/18, the country has made USD 1.3 billion debt 

repayment). It is a huge burden on the economy especially comparing the debt with the weak 

export performance of the country. It thus calls for the need to strengthen debt sustainability and 

management along with sustained efforts to improve export performance and domestic resource 

mobilization as well as ensuring the implementation of public projects financed by external 

borrowing without delay and cost overrun.    

The other sources of finance which have been contributing towards improving the balance of 

payment are the remittances. At the start of the Second Growth and Transformation Plan 

(2014/15) remittances stood at USD 3.79 billion while in 2017/18 reached at USD 5.1 billion 

which exhibited a strong performance in these years. The government is also taking measures to 

further enhance the flow of 
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in terms of building democratic system by invigorating the capacity of people’s representatives 

and direct participation of the public, strengthening organized public mobilization, enhancing 

institutional capacity and deepening democratic culture.  

To improve the effectiveness and working system of public institutions, Job Evaluation and 

Grading has been done while inspection of customers’ satisfaction has been conducted in 201 

federal institutions. 

The government has designed and implemented the Public Expenditure Management Reform 

Program to realize efficient, effective, transparent and accountable public finance system. The 

Integrated Financial Management Information System is being implemented in government 

organs. A series of training and awareness creation activities have been undertaken to tackle 

corruption and maladministration. As part of combating corruption, The Ethiopian Anti-

Corruption Commission investigated 10,172 applications and prosecuted on 9,086 cases. In 

2017/18, alone Birr 40.3 million was returned to the government treasury from the culprits.    

The criminal laws, human rights and the ombudsman strategies are being pursued in protecting 

basic human rights including child rights, anti-human trafficking, protecting sexual violence, and 

policy guarantees for public access to information. Ethiopia has set independent Human Rights 

Commission and Institute of Ombudsman to protect human rights as enshrined in the 

constitution.  The government has also organized The Federal Vital Event Registration Agency 

that all new born children and other vital events are registered.  Hence, up to the year 2017/18, 

22 percent of new born children in Ethiopia have got birth certificate.  

In order to improve the justice system, a number of activities have been carried out. To this end, the 

Federal Ministry of Justice has been newly restructured as the office of Federal Attorney General. As a 

result, all the court cases carried out by the Ministry of Justice, Ethics and Anti-corruption 

Commission, Ethiopian Revenue and Customs Authority, and Trade and Consumer Protection 

Authority have been reorganized under Federal Attorney General. As a result, encouraging 

results have been seen in terms of improving the court cases clearance rate, reconciliation rate 

and free justice service provisions.  

In line with the government pardon, 2670 inmates were pardoned and released from federal and 

regional prisons. Similarly, in 2018, His Excellency Abiy Ahmed (PhD) has become the new 

Prime Minister and several political and economic reforms are now being carried out. The 

Ministry of Peace has been established so that the law enforcement to ensuring peace and 

security on one hand and improve conflict resolution on the other are being properly undertaken.   

Good governance and change management programs have also been designed and implemented 

focusing on those sectors (land administration, revenues and customs, government procurement, 

maritime and logistics services) that are vulnerable to rent-seeking and mismanagement.  

The Planning and Development Commission undertook an assessment study on the current M&E 

system of the country. The findings have indicated that there are limitations in the structures of 
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building an efficient, resilient, and well-functioning financial market system that provides 

affordable access to finance to investors and households. 

However, joining the middle level economy with resilient and diversified economic sectors and 

ensuring irreversible graduation will not be easy. There will be challenges even after graduation 

and sustaining a rapid growth and realizing structural transformation would also be challenging.   

Recognizing this fact and drawing lessons from other countries, the government is now taking 
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implementing the SDGs and GTP II. The IPoA has been implemented both in MDGs and SDGs 

era as part of the development plans of the country.  

 

Integrating the SDGs with National Development Frameworks: The SDGs’ integration into 

the GTP II (which spans the period 2015/16 to 2019/20) was made possible by taking into 

account the strategic directions which include creating macroeconomic stability, ensuring fast & 

sustained economic development, infrastructure development, human resources and 

technological capacity building, ensuring good governance and building democratic system.  The 

remaining periods of the SDGs will be accompanied 
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No  National Development 
Priorities   

Sustainable Development Goals(SDGs) 

5 
Implementing the 
construction sector policy 
and strategy  framework in 
order to achieve 
developmental and effective 
project management         

     

6 
Prioritize urban 
administration and 
managment to bring about 
accelerated urbanization and 
structural change in a 
manner coping with the 
accelerated industralization  

 

    

  

7 
Prioritizing the 
transformation of domestic 
investors   

    

8 
Prioritizing the development 
of human resources 
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No  National Development 
Priorities   

Sustainable Development Goals(SDGs) 
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¶ Enhancing productivity and competitiveness: productivity is low in almost all sectors of 

the economy. Agricultural productivity and the capacity utilization of the manufacturing 

sector are also low. The economy in general is producing below its production frontier. 

Productivity and competitiveness are key factors not only to sustain growth but also to 

generate the foreign exchange which is crucial for sustained growth. Increasing labor 

productivity through trainings and skill development and improving technology and 

enhancing innovation and entrepreneurial competencies should be a priority to enhance 

productivity as well as global competitiveness.  

 

¶ Building strong institutions and human capabilities: Human capabilities and strong 

institutions are important to sustain the growth and development of a country. Creating 

capability among different categories of the society enables them to share benefits from and 

contributes to the development process of the country. Human capabilities can be brought 

through the provision of affordable health care, quality education to relevant school-age 

children, safe drinking water and affordable, reliable and clean energy and transportation 

services. Strong institutions should also be established so that they can leverage sustainable 

development.  

 

¶ Building vibrant private sector: It is known that the private sector is an engine for growth. 

Creating the enabling environment for the development of the private sector should be the 

role of the state. In this regard, attracting foreign direct investment through improving the 

doing business ranking and other services should be primarily undertaken by the government. 

In addition, developing vibrant domestic private sector should also be a priority so that they 

can be competitive in the global market as well. Joint ventures and Public-Private 

Partnerships (PPPs) other arrangements should be designed to bring domestic and foreign 

investments together. The government is also encouraging the private sector through 

privatizing and liberalizing public enterprises which is an opportunity for both foreign and 

domestic investors.    

 

¶ Inclusive urbanization and social and economic infrastructure: Urbanization is rapid in 

Ethiopia despite it is not well-planned and managed. Urban centers should be inclusive of the 

different segments of the society capable of providing basic amenities and creating jobs. 

Urban areas should also be conducive for dwellers and provide standardized services. 

Developing social and economic infrastructure is also another area which enhances 

competitiveness. Expanding health and education and other social infrastructures which 

promote human capabilities should be prioritized in the next decade. Roads, railways 

networks which connect potential areas with ports and big markets should be constructed. In 

addition, energy is also very critical for sustained growth and development. Developing 

energy from clean and renewable sources should get a due attention.   
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¶ Building Green and Resilient Economy: Ethiopia has been frequently negatively affected 

by climate change induced drought, floods and landslides. Recognizing these facts, the 

government has formulated and launched climate resilient green economy strategy in 2011. 

The strategy has been implemented in the last decade and various encouraging outcomes are 

also achieved. Implementing the strategy has to continue for the next decade and as the 

country is embarking on industrialization, strengthening the green and resilient development 

path to ensure sustainable development is quite essential. 

 

¶ Innovation and technological development: Technology is the major difference between 

developed and developing countries. The contribution of technology is significant in terms of 

increasing productivity and competitiveness. Supporting innovation centers through research 

and development programs should be undertaken.  Developing inclusive digital economy and 

modernizing the telecom sector by engaging the private sector into the industry is extremely 

important. 

 

¶ Financing for development: Development financing is a global issue and it is also a concern 

for LDCs. Creating sustainable way of financing for development should be a priority in the 

next agenda. Implementing the Addis Ababa Action Agenda (AAAA) should be given a due 

priority. These include increasing domestic public resources, facilitating domestic and 

international private business and finance, augmenting international development 

cooperation; expediting international trade as an engine for development, debt and debt 

sustainability and improve science, technology and innovation as well as building capacity. 

Developing various funding schemes for health, education and other SDGs should be given a 

due attention in the next agenda.  
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Infrastructure     

Length of all-weather road(‘000km) 53.1 110.4 127  

(2017/18) 

Average time to reach to all whether road( hrs)  3.4 1.7 1.4  

(2017/18) 

Hydroelectric power generating capacity (MW) 2049 4180.0 4269.5 

Coverage of electricity services (%) 45 55 58.1 

Number of mobile telephone subscribers (mln) 10.5 38.8 65.71 

(2017/18) 

Number of internet service subscribers (mln) 0.129 9.4 17.88 

(2017/18) 

National Water Supply coverage  52.12 58 71.1 

(2017/18) 

Social Sector    

Pre-primary enrolment rate   
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