
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2052297520300895
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2052297520300895
https://www.unct.org.bt/we-care-we-share-inspiring-story-caring-for-the-mental-wellbeing-of-bhutan/
https://www.unct.org.bt/we-care-we-share-inspiring-story-caring-for-the-mental-wellbeing-of-bhutan/
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/fact-sheet-lack-handwashing-soap-puts-millions-increased-risk-covid-19-and-other
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/fact-sheet-lack-handwashing-soap-puts-millions-increased-risk-covid-19-and-other
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/fact-sheet-lack-handwashing-soap-puts-millions-increased-risk-covid-19-and-other
https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/sg_policy_brief_on_universal_health_coverage.pdf
https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/sg_policy_brief_on_universal_health_coverage.pdf
https://www.who.int/health-cluster/news-and-events/news/Multiple-emergencies-Sudan/en/
https://www.who.int/health-cluster/news-and-events/news/Multiple-emergencies-Sudan/en/
https://covid19.who.int/
https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/feature/2020/04/03/in-the-face-of-coronavirus-african-countries-apply-lessons-from-ebola-response
https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/feature/2020/04/03/in-the-face-of-coronavirus-african-countries-apply-lessons-from-ebola-response
https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/feature/2020/04/03/in-the-face-of-coronavirus-african-countries-apply-lessons-from-ebola-response


1918

STATE OF THE LDCs STATE OF THE LDCs

�U�W�T�Y�J�H�Y�N�T�S�� �F�X�� �F�� �U�J�W�H�J�S�Y�F�L�J�� �T�K�� �,�)�5�� �N�S�� �Y�M�J�� �1�)�(�X�� �N�X�� �T�S�Q�^�� ���� �U�J�W-

�H�J�S�Y�����\�M�N�H�M���N�X���Q�J�X�X���Y�M�F�S���M�F�Q�K���Y�M�J���F�[�J�W�F�L�J���T�K�����������U�J�W�H�J�S�Y���K�T�W���R�N�I-

dle-income countries. In at least eight of the LDCs, the estimat-

ed cost of a more comprehensive package of social protection 

��H�M�N�Q�I�����T�W�U�M�F�S�X�����R�F�Y�J�W�S�N�Y�^�����I�N�X�F�G�N�Q�N�Y�^�����F�S�I���T�Q�I���F�L�J�����\�T�Z�Q�I���J�]�H�J�J�I��

���������U�J�W�H�J�S�Y���T�K���,�)�5�����9�M�N�X���H�F�S�S�T�Y���G�J���*�S�F�S�H�J�I���K�W�T�R���I�T�R�J�X�Y�N�H���W�J-

sources alone, as the average government revenue in the LDCs 

�N�X���T�S�Q�^���������U�J�W�H�J�S�Y���T�K���,�)�5����:�3���4�-�7�1�1�8������������������

B.2 IMPACT OF COVID-19 ON THE LABOUR 
MARKET AND INCOME 19 

Several countries around the world introduced lockdown 

measures to try and curb the spread of COVID-19 and sub-

sequently, flatten the curve. More than 30 LDCs had in place 

severe or very severe measures from early April to mid-May 

2020. This included 15 LDCs with required workplace clo-

�X�Z�W�J�X�� �K�T�W�� �F�Q�Q�� �J�]�H�J�U�Y�� �J�X�X�J�S�Y�N�F�Q�� �X�J�H�Y�T�W�X�� �F�S�I�� ������ �\�N�Y�M�� �H�Q�T�X�Z�W�J�X��

required for some sectors. Due to the significant negative 

impact on employment and the economy, such measures 

�\�J�W�J�� �W�J�[�J�W�X�J�I���� �&�X�� �T�K�� ������ �/�Z�S�J�� ������������ �T�S�Q�^�� ���� �1�)�(�X�� ��&�K�L�M�F�S-

�N�X�Y�F�S���� �*�W�N�Y�W�J�F�� �F�S�I�� �8�Z�I�F�S���� �M�F�I�� �N�S�� �U�Q�F�H�J�� �W�J�V�Z�N�W�J�I�� �\�T�W�P�U�Q�F�H�J��

closures for all but key workers, while 19 had required clo-

�X�Z�W�J�X�� �K�T�W�� �X�T�R�J�� �X�J�H�Y�T�W�X���� �-�T�\�J�[�J�W���� �F�X�� �T�K�� ������ �/�Z�Q�^�� ������������ �T�[�J�W��

80 percent of all workers in LDCs resided in countries with 

some form of workplace closures. This was largely a result 

http://iresearch.worldbank.org/PovcalNet/povOnDemand.aspx




2322

STATE OF THE LDCs STATE OF THE LDCs

radio (93 percent) and television (92 percent), to provide 
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There is very limited evidence on disability-targeted social 

assistance in response to COVID-19. According to the IMF, 

�N�S�� �1�J�X�T�Y�M�T�� �5�Z�G�Q�N�H�� �&�X�X�N�X�Y�F�S�H�J�� �M�F�X�� �F�Q�X�T�� �G�J�J�S�� �J�]�U�F�S�I�J�I�� �K�T�W��

three months to add vulnerable groups such as children, 

elderly, disabled, and those working in the informal sector.25 




