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Introduction 

1. Eradicating extreme pov
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can achieve the Millennium Development Goals. It is my firm hope that we will be 
able to look back on this day as the moment when the world got back on track to 
reaching the Goals. The Event will send a strong message, from the highest political 
level ahead of the Follow-up International Conference on Financing for 
Development to be held in Doha from 29 November to 2 December 2008, that 
Governments are ready and willing to strengthen the global partnership for 
development in support of the Millennium Development Goals and other 
internationally agreed development goals. 

5. The present background note contains a concise analysis of the critical areas in 
which action is 
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of employment. To address this challenge, there is a need to implement the full 
employment and decent work for all agenda, along with policies to promote 
sustainable small and medium-sized enterprises. For both urban and rural areas, 
countries and their development partners must work to develop the infrastructure 
and services that will promote integration into the global economy and to enhance 
the productive capacity of enterprises. Countries should also adopt urban 
development policies that will upgrade slums and guarantee the p

http://www.un.org/esa/policy/wess/
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their ch

http://www.who.int/
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of programmes funded through the Global Fund. However, with 70 per cent of those 
in need of antiretroviral treatment still not receiving it and key HIV prevention 
services still not reaching those who need them, efforts to expand prevention, 
treatment and care programmes have to be strengthened. Scaling up HIV prevention 
is essential to control the epidemic. International funding for programmes in low 
and middle-income countries reached $10 billion in 2007, a tenfold increase in less 
than a decade. Yet, this sum falls short of the $18 billion in assistance required 
annually to combat AIDS. 

29. Malaria kills over 1 million people annually, 80 per cent of whom are children 
under 5 in sub-Saharan Africa. There continue to be between 350 million and 500 
million cases of malaria wor
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degradation erodes the natural adaptability of ecosystems, which in the past has 
ensured their resilience in situations of disaster and saved both lives and livelihoods. 
Better management presents an opportunity for the achievement of the Millennium 
Development Goals. Indeed, the Millennium Ecosystem Assessment in 2003 
concluded that any progress achieved in addressing the goals of poverty and hunger 
eradication, improved health and environmental protection is unlikely to be 
sustained if most of the services provided by the ecosystems upon which humanity 
relies continue to be degraded. The urban poor also suffer from degraded conditions 
in rapidly growing slum communities. Integrating poverty and environmental 
concerns into the mainstream of development policy, planning and investments 
therefore remains an urgent priority. 

37. Crucial to making progress towards sustainable development is broad public 
participation, including the poor and marginalized groups, in decisi
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in some of the worldôs most biologically diverse regions and old growth forest 
ecosystems, including South-East Asia, Oceania, Latin America and sub-Saharan 
Africa. This is contributing to climate change, loss of biodiversity and increased risk 
of natural disasters, and is
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46. Biofuels may make a contribution to reducing greenhouse gas emissions, 
limiting fo
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especially challenging in sub-Saharan Africa and South and West Asia. Even if the 
target of significantly improving the lives of at least 100 million slum-dwellers by 
2020 were met, this number represents only 10 per cent of the estimated world slum 
population which, at current rates of expansion, is expected 
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59. Support must be provided for womenôs self-employment and entrepreneurship, 
especially in rural areas, including t
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indicators provide important measures of gender equality and empowerment of 
women, there is need for additional, more comprehensive indicators. This will 
require concomitant improvements in official statistics at both the national and 
international levels in order to produce such d
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perspectives should be integrated in aid modalities and in efforts to enhance aid 
delivery mechanisms. 

Trade 

67. In the area of trade, only slow progress has been made towards achieving the 
Millennium Development Goal 8 target of developing further an open, rule-based, 
predictable, non-discriminatory trading and financial system which serves the 
development agenda. There has been no agreement on a trading system that will 
deliver substantial benefits to developing countries since the initiation in 2001 of 
the Doha Round of trade negotiations. Instead, countries are increasingly committed 
to bilateral, plurilateral and regional trade, investment and other economic 
agreements. 

68. Meanwhile, little progress has been made in addressing the special needs of 
the least developed countries, as articulated in target 13 of Millennium Development 
Goal 8. The degree of preference given to them, compared to other developing 
countries, has been eroded by the proliferation of preferential schemes granted by 
developed countries. Preferential treatment for the least developed countries only 
remains significant in regard to agriculture, in terms of duty-free market access and 
the average level of applied tariffs. Excluding the trade in arms and oil, duty-free 
access to the markets of developed countries covers only 79 per cent of the exports 
of the least developed countries, far below the 97 per cent target established in the 
Ministerial Declaration adopted at the Sixth Ministerial Conference of the World 
Trade Organization held in Hong Kong, China, in December 2005. 

69. Preferential market access for the least developed countries to foster growth 
and poverty reduction should be complemented by a significg D  i ͧ  o ͧ evv
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countrie
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committed at decision point. The 23 post-completion point countries have also 
benefited from debt relief under the Multilateral Debt Relief Initiative (MDRI). 
Debt relief in all forms (HIPC, MDRI, traditional debt relief and other ñvoluntaryò 
bilateral debt relief) would reduce debt stock for the 33 post-decision point 
countries from $105 billion to $9 billion (2006 NPV), which is a reduction of more 
than 90 per cent. This, together with high commodity prices, has helped to reduce 
the debt service ratio for all developing countries, from 12.5 per cent in 2000 to 6.6 
per cent in 2006 and to around 3 per cent in 2007, thereby creating an environment 
for investment and recovery without heavy debt burdens. This trend may be 
reversed, however, if commodity prices are less buoyant in the coming yea
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Transfer of technology 

78. Improving the ac
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Gap  National policies  Required global response 

Ensure transparent and 
reduced mark-ups on 
essential medicines 

Increase availability of 
medicines in the public 
sector 

Routinely monitor 
medicine prices to ensure 
affordable availability 

Increase funding for 
research and development 
in medicines relevant to 
developing countries, 
including most neglected 
diseases 

Improved access 
to technology 

No specific numerical targets for 
the global partnership on 
technology have been defined 

Despite rapid diffusion of ICT in 
developing countries, the digital 
divide between developed and 
developing countries is widening 

Formulate national 
information and 
communications 
technology (ICT) 
strategies aligned with 
broader development 
strategies 

Expand both basic 
infrastructu

pe
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