


• President of the 79th session of the United Nations General Assembly 
• President of the ECOSOC 
• Under-Secretary General and High Representative for the LDCs, LLDCs, SIDS, and 

Secretary-General of the LLDC3 
• Global Chair of the Group of LLDCs 
• Heads of UN Agencies 
• Excellencies, distinguished colleagues   

 

1. I bring to this august gathering greetings from Their Majesties and the people of the 
Kingdom of Eswatini. 
 

Chair 

  
2. Allow me to first and foremost thank you for your wonderful stewardship of this 

Group during your tenure.  
 

3. We are particularly grateful to be convened for this annual session which comes at 
an opportune time, having just witnessed the adoption of the Antigua and Barbuda 
Agenda for SIDS, and the Pact of the Future and its annexes, as we also look forward 
to the 2024 United Nations Climate Change Conference of State Parties of the 
UNFCCC. All this does indeed contribute to building the momentum towards the 
Third United Nations Conference on Landlocked Developing Countries (LLDC3) 
where we intend to adopt our new Programme of Action for the decade ahead.  
 

4. We wish to further thank the Republic of Botswana for its generous offer to host 
the LLDC3, and we have no doubt that this conference will have an astounding 
success.  

 

Excellencies 

 
5. The Government of the Kingdom of Eswatini is set to be a member of the Bureau 

for the LLDCs for the term 2025 - 2026. We are of course elated to have this 
opportunity to serve this Group in this position.  As the first Bureau members to 
serve under the new Programme of Action, we do realize the enormous 



responsibility and expectations that are placed on us to kick-start the process of 
implementation of the Programme of Action.  
 

6. Therefore, Excellency, kindly allow me to pledge my country’s commitment to 
engage fully on the processes to follow under the new Chairmanship of the Bureau, 
in liaison with other members of the Bureau and LLDCs, as well as the Office of the  
Under-Secretary General and High Representative for the LDCs, LLDCs, SIDS (UN-
OHRLLS), and partners.  
 

Excellencies 

 

7. I am certain that you would agree with me that the Secretary General’s Report on 
the Implementation of the Vienna Programme of Action (VPoA) paints a grim 
picture of our achievements of the goals and targets we had set out for the past 
decade. Whilst there may be challenges that militated against us LLDCs to fully 
achieve these goals, our quest for inclusive development for our people should not 
withered but should be re-invigorated in the decade ahead. 
 

8. It is therefore pleasing to know that as we are convened here today, negotiations 
for the draft Programme of Action were concluded successfully. We remain 
indebted to the co-facilitators and to all the partners who made meaning 
contributions to this process. We are appreciative of the fact that building consensus 
on 



10. While significant gains stand to be made under the new Programme of Action, there 
exists but one key element which we often disregard, i.e. the development of 
adequate and reliable follow-up mechanisms for our commitments. We therefore 
reiterate the call upon the Office of the High Representative for the LDCs, LLDCs, 
SIDS (UN-OHRLLS) to continue to ensure the coordinated follow-up, effective 
monitoring, and reporting on the implementation of the new Programme of Action. 

 

Excellencies  

 
11. We are pleased to learn of the satisfactory preparations that have been made thus 

far for the LLDC3. The draft programme is truly inclusive of strategic partners often 
overlooked in our discussions on development. We are appreciative of the Under-
Secretary General and High Representative for the LDCs, LLDCs, SIDS, and partners 
who through their funding and assistance, have gratuitously offered sponsorship to 
members of our delegation set to attend the LLDC3. The conference promises to 
live up to its theme of “driving progress through partnerships.” 
 

12. In this regard, allow me Chair to confirm the attendance and full participation of 
the Kingdom of Eswatini at the LLDC3 at the Highest level.     
 

I THANK YOU 

 

 

 


