
Improved assistance for 
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Graduating country actions

• Remains in the LDC category and is entitled to 
receive all benefits available to LDCs

• Prepares a national transition strategy and 
establishes a consultative mechanism to facilitate 
its preparation in cooperation with development 
partners

• May seek assistance from the United Nations 
system in the preparation of the transition 
strategy

• Voluntarily reports on the preparation of the 
transition strategy to the CDP on an annual basis



Smooth transition strategy

• Aims to ensure that development efforts are not 
disrupted by graduation

• Focuses on expected implications of loss of LDC 
status and associated special support measures

• Presents a comprehensive and coherent set of 
specific measures in accordance with the 
priorities of the graduating country, taking into 
account its specific structural challenges, 
vulnerabilities and strengths

• Implemented after graduation takes place



Countries scheduled for graduation

• Vanuatu (2020)
• Angola (2021)
• Bhutan (2023)
• São Tomé and Príncipe (2024)
• Solomon Islands (2024)





Introduction of Gradjet



Why?

• Many LDCs graduating – up to 13 by mid 2020s 
• Requested at Midterm review of Istanbul Programme of 

Action
• Uncertainty surrounding graduation process
• Fear of losing international support measures
• Demand for information and support, particularly on smooth 

transition
• Need to put information and tools in one place.
• More focus on coordination of graduation-related activities 

with Inter-Agency Task Force on graduation 



What?

helps government officials in least developed countries 
(LDCs) understand what it means to leave the LDC category and 



http://www.gradjet.org/
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1. Outline of graduation process
2. Suggested activities and information before, during and after 

graduation
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Activities

• Tools: productive capacity studies, ComSec
guide on assessing loss of ISMs, WTO 
graduation analysis





Tools for information

• Gradjet (www.gradjet.org)
• LDC portal (www.un.org/ldcportal)
• CDP website (bit.ly/leastdeveloped)

•



Capacity building

• Structural progress, and trade support using 
ePing (with UNCTAD) – pilot in Bangladesh, 
Bhutan, Lao PDR, Myanmar, Vanuatu

• Exploring new support measures for graduating 
LDCs – pilot in Bangladesh, Cambodia, Lao PDR, 
Myanmar, Nepal, Timor-Leste 

• Financing for graduating LDCs (with OSG, 
OHRLLS) – pilot in Bhutan, Bangladesh, Solomon 
Islands



www.Gradjet.org

kimnamsuk@un.org


