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3. The Forum was held against the backdrop of the continuing coronavirus 

disease (COVID-19) pandemic, which has resulted in the loss of millions of 

lives. Recovery efforts to date have been uneven, inequitable and inadequately 

geared towards achieving sustainable development. COVID-19 continues to 

threaten to reverse decades of development gains, further delaying the urgent 

transition to greener, more inclusive economies. Prior to the outbreak, the 

Sustainable Development Goals were already off track, although some progress 

had been achieved in poverty reduction, maternal and child health, access to 

electricity, and gender equality. The eighth session of the Forum hence offered 

an opportunity to exchange good practices and devise solutions to accelerate 

and expand the scale of implementation within the narrow window of the 

decade of action and delivery for sustainable development.  

4. The eighth session was held on the theme: “Building forward better: a 

green, inclusive and resilient Africa poised to achieve the 2030 Agenda and 

Agenda 2063”. This theme is closely aligned with that of the 2022 meeting of 

the high-level political forum on sustainable development, namely: “Building 

back better from the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) while advancing the full 

implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development”. 
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5. The session was moderated by the journalist, Lerato Mbele, of South 

Africa. It was officially opened by the President of Rwanda, Paul Kagame. 

Opening statements were delivered by the Minister of Environment, 

Sustainable Development and the Congo Basin of the Congo, and Chair of the 
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growth. Strong mechanisms to monitor progress and adjust implementation 

were essential, and he commended the Regional Forum for showcasing the 

benefits of national and subnational voluntary reviews of implementation. He 

stressed that building the Africa we want was on Africa, which had to own and 

lead the process.  
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12. The following sections summarize the main issues, trends and key 

messages, including policy recommendations arising from the presentations 

and deliberations during the eighth session of the Regional Forum. The key 

messages comprise priorities, policy options and recommendations for Africa, 

to accelerate implementation at multiple levels, and the region’s collective 

input to the 2022 meeting of the high-level political forum on sustainable 

development. 
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(c) Domestic resource mobilization is critical for sustainable 

development. Africa needs to address the issue of its liquidity crisis with a sense 

of urgency, recognizing its multiplier effect in supporting countries’ risk profile 

and boosting their credibility; 

(d) Governments should become enablers, not competitors, in creating 

a conducive environment for the private sector. To that end, empowering the 

private sector is vital, to enable Africa to take ownership of its development; 

(e) As commodity dependence is a constraint and a risk, African 

countries are urged to switch to value addition and manufacturing to build 
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(c) Incorporate feedback from stakeholders and communities on 

previous reviews to improve the implementation of subsequent reviews; 

(d) Prioritize reporting on the Sustainable Development Goals that are 

most relevant to national priorities, and use the reviews to mobilize awareness 

of and interest in those Goals, while recognizing that other Goals cannot be 

ignored;  

(e) Embed accountability by Governments to civil society 

organizations and other groups within the review pr
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the implementation of a sustainable and inclusive blue economy; 

(b) Strengthen partnerships to embrace and fund implementation of 

the Great Blue Wall in support of coastal and marine restoration and protection; 

(c) Push for developed countries to honour the promise of providing 

$100 billion per year for climate action by the twenty-seventh session of the 

Conference of the Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on 

Climate Change and dedicate a significant amount of those resources to 

supporting coastal adaptation, protection and resilience plans;  

(d) Increase investment in marine data, science, technologies and 
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biodiversity at scale; 

(e) Governments and partners need to strengthen their capacity to 

mobilize funding for the sustainable management of land, forests and 

biodiversity conservation and for COVID-19 recovery by exploring new and 

innovate sources such as the Liquidity and Sustainability Facility designed by 

ECA and partners; debt swaps for biodiversity and sustainability; and green and 

blue bonds; 

(f) Governments are urged to strengthen national One Health 

approaches to attain optimal health for people, animals and ecosystems and 

better contain future pandemics;  

(g) Governments, the private sector and partners need to implement 

fully the Nairobi Declaration adopted at the seventh High-level Meeting on 

Disaster Risk Reduction in November 2021, to reduce disaster risk and build 

resilience, including through biodiversity conservation and nature-based 

solutions; 

(h) Member States should endeavour to empower women, youth, 

indigenous people and local communities by strengthening and enforcing 

resource tenure rights and enhancing access to finance, to achieve inclusive 

wealth creation and the sustainable management of forest and biodiversity 

resources, and also to manage natural resource-based conflicts and disputes; 

(i) Governments should strengthen research, development and 

innovation and better integrate environmental data and statistics in national 

statistical systems. 
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51. In the ensuing discussion, participants noted that flows of official 

development assistance to Africa had not resulted in significant development 

outcomes for the continent and that Africa needed extended partnerships and a 

stronger sense of ownership of its development agenda. To that end, African 

Governments needed to cultivate an environment conducive to fostering more 

effective partnerships.  

52. They also regretted that national ownership of such powerful instruments 

as the African Continental Free Trade Area, a tool for attainment of Sustainable 

Development Goal 17, had been reduced by the failure of some member States 

to sign those instruments. Increased research and training in macroeconomic 

modelling could support a more enhanced understanding of the benefits of the 

Area.  

53. They called for the further mobilization of partnerships to finance efforts 

in pursuit of the Sustainable Development Goals, thereby incentivising the 

private sector to provide much needed finance and investments. The public 

sector alone could not finance the continent’s development agenda. 

54. They noted the need for strengthened domestic resource mobilization, 

including through the recovery of capital from illicit financial flows, which 

currently amounted to almost $90 billion annually, and the growing need for 
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55. In the light of the discussion, the Forum agreed on the following key 

messages: 

(a) Member States are urged to: 

(i) Foster enhanced partnerships premised on peace and 

development and also on a shared understanding of the vision and 
aspirations of Africa enshrined in Agenda 2063, anchored on 
institutional trust, ethics and ownership;  

(ii) Accelerate efforts on debt management, the removal of 

intellectual property rights to essential assets such as vaccines, and 
the lifting of barriers obstructing the free movement of people; 

(iii) Reassess partnerships established thus far to ensure that all 
partners are well aligned and moving towards the same goal;  

(iv) Invest in data-based evidence on the effectiveness of 
partnerships and evaluation of Governments’ levels of 
accountability; 

(v) Analyse data and trends on migration; 

(vi) Promote appropriate and innovative tools and frameworks, 
including integrated national financing frameworks, for greater 
efficiency and efficacy in resources management and the allocation 
of financing for the Sustainable Development Goals; 

(vii) Strengthen domestic resource mobilization by accelerating 
digitalization and closing loopholes in tax policy and 
administration, combating illicit financial flows and formulating 
governance and inclusive policies aimed at enhancing 

accountability and transparency, combating corruption, supporting 
participation and putting in place enabling legal and judicial 
regulatory frameworks; 

(b) ECA, the African Development Bank, the African Union 

Commission and their partners are urged to support African countries in 

building their capacity in the areas of early warning systems, disaster risk 

reduction and the management of national and global health risks. 
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58. In the light of the discussion, member States and their partners are urged: 

(a) To work closely to strengthen or establish national councils (or 

equivalent institutions) on science, technology and innovation that are chaired 

at the highest levels of Government for continuous, time-bound and realistic 

science, technology and innovation dialogues, leadership, support, monitoring 

and evaluation, as it is recognized that countries that made significant strides 

in exploiting science, technology and innovation for development had such 

institutions, which enabled them to position these areas as key enablers for 

sustainable development;  

(b) To enhance the effectiveness of the science, technology and 

innovation policy formulation and implementation processes by establishing 

mechanisms for stronger partnerships and engagement with academia, industry 

and government, and a rigorous and verifiable monitoring and evaluation 
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crisis. They noted that the vaccine inequity between poor and developed 

countries was partly caused by the infrastructure gap in Africa. 

60. In addition, insufficient investment in the green economy was identified 

as a significant shortcoming in COVID-19 response interventions in many 

African countries, along with the absence of planning and budgetary 

frameworks commensurate with the challenges of climate change impacts. 

They called for urgent measures to alleviate debt distress in African countries, 

which was severely hampering response to the pandemic and socioeconomic 

recovery from the crisis. 
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61. In the light of the discussion, the Forum agreed on the following key 

messages: 

(a) Development partners and the United Nations should boost 

international cooperation to enable African countries to vaccinate their entire 

population by the end of July 2022; 

(b) The United Nations and other development partners are urged to 

advocate the lifting all restrictions in order to allow equal access to vaccines on 

the continent by leveraging endogenous initiatives and solutions; 

(c) Member States must put in place budgetary policies sensitive to 

the green economy and climate effects to ensure a sustainable post-pandemic 

socioeconomic recovery; 

(d) With a view to enabling the continent to participate actively in the 

next meeting of the high-level political forum in July 2022, the meeting should 

be held in hybrid mode and sufficient time should be allowed for interventions. 
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62. To be completed in consultation with Bureau and the secretariat of the 

Forum after the adoption of the report. �
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63. To be completed in consultation with Bureau and the secretariat of the 

Forum after the adoption of the report. 
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64. To be completed in consultation with Bureau and the secretariat of the 

Forum after the adoption of the report. 
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65. To be completed in consultation with Bureau and the secretariat of the 

Forum after the adoption of the report. 
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66. To be completed in consultation with Bureau and the secretariat of the 

Forum after the adoption of the report. 
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We, African ministers, and senior officials responsible for environment 

and sustainable development, finance, economic and social development, 

agriculture, education, justice, statistics, the digital economy, science and 

technology, heads and members of delegations of the parliaments of African 

Union member States and experts representing Governments and 

intergovernmental organizations, the private sector and civil society, �

Gathered online and in-person in Kigali from 3 to 5 March 2022 at the 

eighth session of the Africa Regional Forum on Sustainable Development, held 

under the theme of “Building forward better: a green, inclusive and resilient 

Africa poised to achieve the 2030 Agenda and the Agenda 2063” and placed 

under the high patronage of the President of Rwanda, Paul Kagame,�

Expressing our gratitude to the President and Government of Rw
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2. Demand that developed countries facilitate equitable access to 
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session of the Conference of Parties to the United Nations Framework 

Convention on Climate Change; and at other subregional, regional and global 

forums convened to accelerate the implementation of the 2030 Agenda and 

Agenda 2063.  

 

_________________ 

 


