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security, and stressed the need for stronger synergies within the United Nations 

system and a more prominent role for the Commission in peacebuilding and 

sustaining peace so that it may be able to adequately assist in addressing these 

challenges. 

11. On 6 April 2016, the Commission convened a meeting on the subregional 
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Council on country-specific and thematic issues. The fifth informal interactive 

dialogue (22 June 2016) offered an opportunity to discuss practical ways to 

strengthen coordination, coherence and cooperation between the Security Council 

and the Commission. The dialogue was held shortly after the adoption of the 

resolutions on the review of the peacebuilding architecture and was structured 

around three main issues: transitions; the links between the work of the Commission 

in New York and in the field; and the relationship between the Commission and the 

Security Council. Discussions highlighted how the Commission, through its 

convening role, could contribute a peacebuilding perspective to inform the 

Council’s decision-making process, as requested, particularly during discussions on 

the drawdown of peacekeeping operations. It was also noted that, in situations of 

transition, including from special political missions to United Nations country 

teams, the Security Council should regularly seek and draw upon the Commissio n to 

assist with the longer term perspective required for sustaining peace. By bringing 

together security and development actors, the Commission was well placed to act as 

a bridge between the principal organs and relevant entities of the United Nations 

through the sharing of advice on peacebuilding needs and priorities. The discussions 

also referred to the importance, for the Commission, of improving its working 

methods in order to enhance its efficiency and flexibility, including by strengthening 

its work at the regional level to fulfil its mandate.  

20. In February 2016, the Organizational Committee nominated Egypt to succeed 
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26. The synergies between the Security Council and the Commission were also 

discussed at a meeting of the Ad Hoc Working Group of the Security Council on 

Conflict Prevention and Resolution in Africa, entitled “Improving cooperation 

between the Peacebuilding Commission and the Security Council for sustaining 

peace in Africa”, which took place on 1 November 2016. The meeting recognized 

that, in view of its nature, the Commission was well placed to provide the Council 

with a broader perspective on sustaining peace, including when the Council was 

discussing the situation of countries undergoing transition.  

27. In relation to the Economic and Social Council, a joint event with the 

Commission was organized on 24 June 2016 to discuss the theme “2030 Agenda  for 

Sustainable Development and sustaining peace”. The event, which focused on the 

nexus between peace and development, highlighted how sustaining peace and strong 

institutions were critical for achieving all of the Sustainable Development Goals 

and, in turn, how the entire 2030 Agenda could contribute to sustaining peace — 

before, during and after conflict. Member States noted that humanitarian 

intervention, peacebuilding and development had to be implemented in a coherent 

and coordinated manner, and that achieving the 2030 Agenda and sustaining peace 

required a more holistic and coherent approach. It was also noted that the ongoing 

discussions on the long-term positioning of the United Nations development system 

could provide opportunities to strengthen coherence and remove the competition for 

resources. Finally, delegations recognized the role of the development system in 

peacebuilding and sustaining peace, and strongly supported regular dialogue 

between the Economic and Social Council and the Commission to promote 

coherence and complementarity between the Organization’s peace and security 

efforts and its development, human rights and humanitarian work.  

28. On 26 July 2016, the Chair was invited to brief the Economic and Social 

Council at its coordination and management meeting. Building on the good 

practices of the work of the Commission in support of African countries, the Chair 

underscored the importance of a multidimensional approach that went beyond the 

military and security responses, and of focusing on addressing the root causes of 

conflict in affected countries. Building on the discussions of 24 June 2016, the 

Chair reiterated that the Commission was uniquely placed to assist or address the 

peace-development-humanitarian nexus, including in relation to the 2030 Agenda, 

and noted that the Council and the Commission should review good practices in 

addressing the root causes of conflict and how the United Nations development 

system has integrated sustaining peace into its planning frameworks and activiti es.  

 

  Partnerships and engagement with other stakeholders  
 

  Third annual session of the Peacebuilding Commission (June 2016)  
 

29. Throughout the tenth session, the Commission worked to strengthen 

partnerships with a number of relevant actors. On 23 June 2016, the Commission 

convened its third annual session to discuss the topic “Transitions as a challenge to 

consolidating peace and security: the role of the Commission in diplomacy and 

political accompaniment”. The meeting, which took place less than two months after 

the adoption of the resolutions on the review of the peacebuilding architecture, 

represented a timely opportunity for Member States to discuss how the convening 

and bridging role of the Commission could support countries in the process of 
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transition. The discussions benefited from statements made by the Deputy 

Secretary-General and the former Special Representative of the Secretary-General 

for Children in Armed Conflict, and by presentations made by senior government 

representatives, senior officials from the United Nations and the African Union and 

by civil society organizations. 

30. The discussion highlighted key principles to be considered when supporting 

countries undergoing transition. Delegations placed particular emphasis on the 

importa
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processes. A second expert-level meeting on good practices in peacebuilding took 
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of the sharing of good practices in addressing conflict prevention and sustaining 
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Commission on the findings emerging from the regular meetings of the Advisory 

Group, such as on the occasion of the meeting of the Commission of 14 December. 

More coherence between the Commission and the Fund was also sought through 

briefings to the Commission by countries receiving financing from the Fund , 

including at the meeting on Kyrgyzstan held on 10 October 2016.  

44. The need to strengthen the synergies between the Commission and the Fund 

was also addressed during the Commission’s discussion of its provisional rules of 

procedure and working methods. It was noted that, while recognizing the need to 

preserve the independence of the Fund, more regular briefings on the ongoing 

projects of the Fund from Peacebuilding Support Office and the Advisory Group of 

the Fund are required.  

 

 

 III. Conclusions and agenda going forward  
 

 

45. The upcoming reporting period will present an important opportunity for the 

Commission to demonstrate successful implementation of the resolutions on the 

review of the peacebuilding architecture. In that regard, the Commission will 

continue to pursue several important work streams that could further strengthen its 

country-specific and policy-related engagements. 

 

 

 A. 
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Annex  
 

  Working methods of the Peacebuilding Commission  
 

 

  Part A: implementable actions based on good practices  
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Actions:  

 I. Make greater use of the Organizational Committee as a platform to 

convene country-specific, regional and thematic discussions, with the 

consent of all countries concerned, in accordance with its founding 

resolutions. When convening regional discussions, references to country-

specific situations will be made with the consent of those countries.  

 II. Promote a Commission that can work in a form of “variable geometry”, 
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the link between sustainable development and peacebuilding, the role of 

youth in peacebuilding, or to engage civil society organizations. The 

focal points will be nominated for a period of one year. In case more than 

one Member State expresses interest in being appointed as a focal point 

for the same issue or initiative, the Chair will facilitate discussions with 
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 IV. Workplan to include a more regularized engagement of the Commission 

with regional and subregional organizations.  

Good practices: the forward agenda of the annual reports of the Commission 

has been useful in guiding the work of the Commission. The recent visit of the 

Commission to the African Union (Addis Ababa, 17 to 19 October 2016), which 

resulted in the African Union making recommendations that the African Union 

and the Commission hold annual meetings and organize joint field visits. These 

recommendations were brought to the attention of the Commission for further 

consideration and action.  

5. Bridging role: the resolutions on sustaining peace stress the importance of the 
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 III. The Commission to advocate for a coherent and predictable use of 

resources for peacebuilding activities, including with international 

financial institutions, and for innovative financial instruments.  

Good practices: the five annual informal interactive dialogues between the 

Commission and the Security Council, together with the stock-taking exercise 

on the advisory function of the Commission to the Security Council, represent 

useful forums to ensure that the members of both the Council and the 

Commission can strengthen relations between the two bodies. Strengthen the 

informal interactions between Members of the Council and of the Commission 

at all levels.  

6. Synergies between the Commission and the Peacebuilding Fund: while 

preserving the independence of the Fund, look at ways to strengthen the synergies 

between the Commission and the Fund, and to ensure that Member States remain 

informed on the ongoing projects of the Fund.  

Actions
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Actions:  

 I. The Commission to explore ways to increase the visibility of i ts open 

meetings, in particular high-level events such as the annual session, to 

attract more attention from the media.  

 II. The Commission to explore ways to increase ongoing activity on the web 

and on social media with regard to all of its meetings and country visits.  

 


