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9. At the request of the Government of the Gambia, the Commission held several 

meetings. The discussions were focused on assisting the country at its critical time of 

transition and maintaining international attention and support with respect to the new 

Government of the Gambia. The Chair of the Commission, the Permanent 

Representative of the Gambia to the United Nations and the Assistant Secretary-

General for Peacebuilding Support visited the country on 20 and 21 March 2017 and 

met with a wide range of stakeholders, including the President of the Gambia, 

ministers, the leadership of the armed forces and the police, the Chief Justice, the 

Independent Electoral Commission and representatives of civil society organizations 

and the diplomatic community, to gain a better understanding of the situation on the 

ground as well as of the Government’s priorities in peacebuilding and sustaining 

peace. Following the visit, on 19 April, the Commission convened for the first time a 

meeting on the Gambia to discuss the peacebuilding priorities of the new Government 

as well as the rapid allocation by the Peacebuilding Fund of resources to support the 

country’s efforts for transitional justice and security sector reform.  

10. The Commission convened another meeting on the situation on 4 December to 

maintain international attention and support with respect to the peacebuilding 

priorities of the Gambia. The Attorney General and Minister of Justice briefed the 

Commission on the Government’
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National Electoral Commission during his trip to Bissau, and in December the 

Commission was briefed on the developments in the country, including the major 

peacebuilding projects being carried out there. While the National Electoral 

Commission had finalized a timeline for the elections, the Peacebuilding Commission 

was also informed that preparatory steps would have to be taken, including updating 

the voter registration lists and appointing a new President of the National Electoral 

Commission. 

14. In respect of Liberia, the Commission prioritized two key issues: the 

development and implementation of the country’s peacebuilding plan, and support 

for the transition from the United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) to a follow-

on United Nations presence. On 20 March, the Government of Liberia submitted the 

peacebuilding plan requested by the Security Council in its resolution 2333 (2016). 

In that connection, the Commission played a strong role in supporting the work of the 

Government and UNMIL in Monrovia and worked closely with the Department of 

Peacekeeping Operations, the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and 

the Department of Political Affairs in New York. In Monrovia, the Peacebuilding 

Support Office facilitated the efforts of the various ministries and departments of the 

Government of Liberia in the development of the peacebuilding plan. The 

Commission convened a series of meetings at both the expert and ambassadorial 

levels to propose inputs for the draft plan and monitor its implementation after its 

submission to the Council in March 2017. Key issues raised at those meetings 

included the need for consultations with civil society, political actors, the United 

Nations country team and the donor community, and for the plan to build upon 

existing frameworks related to peacebuilding, such as the Agenda for Transformation 

and the statement of mutual commitments on peacebuilding in Liberia.  

15. Regarding the transition from UNMIL to a follow-on United Nations presence, 

the Commission actively engaged with the leadership of the Mission through a visit 

by the Chair of the Liberia configuration and the convening of ambassadorial and 

expert meetings. The Commission recommended the continuation of the good offices 

role and political accompaniment of the United Nations, as well as the provision of 

the expertise needed for political analysis and the implementation of the 

peacebuilding plan after the closure of UNMIL. The Commission drew the attention 

of members of the Security Council to the high risks associated with the imminent 

resource “cliff” after the Mission’s closure and strongly advocated the securing of 

reliable funding and the creation of a multi-partner trust fund to provide financing for 

the transition. Furthermore, the Commission organized a series of meetings on the 

preparations for the 2017 legislative and presidential electoral process, providing a 

platform for representatives from the National Electoral Commission, 

non-governmental organizations and regional observer missions to present their 

analysis and identify challenges. In that regard, the Peacebuilding Fund supported a 

project focused on enhancing the participation of young people in the elections. 

Finally, both in the interactions of the Chair of the Liberia configuration during his 

trip to Liberia and in statements made to the Council, the Commission advocated the 

adoption of reforms needed to address the root causes of the conflict, including 

decentralization, gender and land reform.  

16. 

https://undocs.org/S/RES/2333(2016)


https://undocs.org/S/PRST/2017/2




https://undocs.org/S/RES/2250(2015)




https://undocs.org/S/PRST/2017/2


 

A/72/721 

S/2018/83 

 

11/22 18-01510 

 

and on the structuring and planning of its work in a way that would enrich its advice 

to the Council. 

35. With regard to country-specific briefings to the Security Council, the Chairs of 

the country configurations provided the Council with substantive updates on key 

peacebuilding priorities defined by the countries concerned. The Chair of the Burundi 

configuration kept the Council apprised of the socioeconomic challenges in that 

country and his efforts to support dialogue between Burundi and its partners on four 

occasions. In August, the Council, in a presidential statement (S/PRST/2017/13), 

welcomed this active engagement of the Commission, particularly the socioeconomic 

retreat held in Bujumbura in July. With respect to the Central African Republic, in 

July the Chair of the configuration, following his visit to the country, drew the 

Council’s attention to the risk of escalation of the sectarian violence based on the 

situation in Bangassou. He recommended that the Council factor that risk into the 

process of renewing the mandate of MINUSCA. In connection with Guinea -Bissau, 

the Commission continued its advocacy of strong support for the ECOWAS -led 

process for finding a peaceful solution to the political crisis in the country. Regarding 

Liberia, the Commission provided active support for the development of the 

peacebuilding plan mandated by the Council in its resolution 2333 (2016). In addition, 

the Chair of the Liberia configuration called the attention of Council members to the 

urgent need to secure reliable funding for the United Nations transition after the 

drawdown of UNMIL. 

36. During a meeting on the theme “Building synergies for peacebuilding and 

sustaining peace in Africa: how can the United Nations and the African Union and its 

regional mechanisms enhance their strategic partnership?
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order to make its work more flexible and effective. In that connection, the 

Commission, building on the recommendations contained in the annex to its report 

on its tenth session (A/71/768-S/2017/76), convened a number of expert-level 

consultations, which culminated in a document that it informally adopted on 

18 December (see the annex to the present report) to guide its work.  

 

 

 III. Conclusions and agenda going forward 
 

 

54. The next reporting period will present another important opportunity for the 

Commission to implement the resolutions on the review of the peacebuilding 

architecture. In that regard, the Commission will continue to pursue several important 

work streams that could further strengthen its country-specific and policy-related 

engagements. 

 

 

 A. Implementation of the resolutions on the review of the 

peacebuilding architecture 
 

 

55. The Peacebuilding Commission, together with the Peacebuilding Support 

Office, will continue to implement the resolutions on the review of the peacebuilding 

architecture, in addition to the actions identified under each of the strategic priorities 

identified below. 

Action: 

 (a) The Organizational Committee will convene periodic discussions to 

ensure the implementation of the resolutions on the review of the peacebuilding 

architecture; 

 (b) The country configurations will implement the relevant recommendations 

of the resolutions on the review of the peacebuilding architecture.  

 

 

 B. The bridging role of the Peacebuilding Commission: the work of 

the Commission with the General Assembly, the Security Council 

and the Economic and Social Council 
 

 

56. The Commission will explore concrete ways to further strengthen its role as a 

bridge among the principal organs and relevant United Nations entitie s. 

Action: 

 (a) The Chair will consult with the President of the General Assembly, the 

President of the Security Council and the President of the Economic and Social 

Council on ways to strengthen synergies between their respective bodies and the 

Commission; 

 (b) The Chair will consult with the President of the General Assembly in 

preparation for activities that can feed into the high-level meeting of the General 

Assembly on peacebuilding and sustaining peace, to be convened in 2018 in 

accordance with the resolutions on the review of the peacebuilding architecture;  

 (c) The Organizational Committee will draw upon the main findings of the 

stocktaking exercise, undertaken in 2017, of its advisory function with regard to the 

Security Council and consider practical ways to implement them; to that end, the 

Committee will nominate one of the members of the Commission to coordinate the 

periodic stocktaking exercise in an inclusive manner;  
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 (c) The Organizational Committee will implement its gender strategy, where 

relevant, in accordance with the modalities indicated in the strategy;  

 (d) The Organizational Committee will continue its consideration of the 

provisional rules of procedure and working methods of Commission. The Committee 

will report on the progress made in the improvement of the Commission’s working 

methods in its next annual report.  

 

 

 E. Financing for peacebuilding: strengthening the synergies between 

the Peacebuilding Commission and the Peacebuilding Fund 
 

 

59.
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Annex 
 

  Working methods of the Peacebuilding Commission 
 

 

 The present document contains recommendations whose objectives and 
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