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  Contributing to United Nations system-wide coherence in support of 

peacebuilding and sustaining peace 
 

39. The Commission continued to use its platform to strengthen coordination, 

coherence, synergies and complementarities in provision of United Nations support 

to peacebuilding and sustaining peace, at the strategic and operational levels and 

between headquarters and the field. In that context, through country specific and 

regional discussions, Member States heard from representatives of relevant United 

Nations entities on the coordination of their activities in support of peacebuilding and 

sustaining peace. The joint visits of the Chair with the Assistant Secretary-General 

for Peacebuilding Support, to Chad in March and to the Gambia, Senegal, Côte 

d’Ivoire and Burkina Faso in October, also provided an opportunity to meet with the 

United Nations country teams and the regional director’s team on their efforts towards 

the coordinated and coherent provision of United Nations support to peacebuilding 

and sustaining peace. 

 

  Fostering partnerships 
 

40. In the resolutions on the review of the peacebuilding architecture, the General 

Assembly and the Security Council stressed the importance of partnership and 

cooperation between the United Nations and relevant regional and subregional 

organizations, including the African Union. They urged the Commission to hold 

regular exchanges of views with relevant regional and subregional organizations. 

Over the past several years, the Commission has focused its efforts on strengthening 

its strategic partnership and engagement with the African Union. Throughout the 

twelfth session, the Commission continued efforts to improve cooperation and 

coordination and increase synergies, coherence and complementarity with the African 

Union in support of peacebuilding and sustaining peace. 

41. On 18 July in New York, the Commission convened an ambassadorial -level 

informal interactive dialogue with the Peace and Security Council of the African 

Union on enhancing cooperation and coherence with the African Union in support of 

peacebuilding and sustaining peace in Africa. The meeting provided an opportunity 

for the two organizations to exchange views on several country-specific and regional 

issues, including those relating to the Central African Republic, Liberia, Sierra Leone, 

the Lake Chad basin and the Sahel. The meeting highlighted the importance of 

coordination between the two bodies to support efforts in peacebuilding and 

sustaining peace in Africa. The meeting emphasized the role of national ownership 

and leadership in peacebuilding efforts and the need for broader partnerships with 
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  Action: 
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Annex 
 

  Working methods of the Peacebuilding Commission 
 

 

 The present document contains recommendations whose objectives and 

outcomes have been established as good practices, and that can be addressed through 

an informal process. These recommendations are accompanied by relevant examples. 

It also includes additional action areas whose implementation can contribute to the 

efficiency and flexibility of the Commission. The Commission can implement all of 

these actions without the need to amend its provisional rules of procedure and within 

the mandate of the founding resolutions of the Commission, General Assembly 

resolution 60/180 and Security Council resolution 1645 (2005), as well as Assembly 

resolution 70/262 and Council resolution 2282 (2016). The review of the 

Commission’s working methods is an ongoing process, and this informal document 

will be reviewed periodically, through the Commission’s annual reports, in order to 

assess the added value of the recommendations to the work of the Commission.  

 

  Recommendations 
 

1. Leadership: The Commission should improve the continuity of its Chairs and 

Vice-Chairs. 

 

  Actions: 
 

  I. As mandated by paragraph 5 of both General Assembly resolution 

70/262 and Security Council resolution 2282 (2016), which encourage the 

Commission to improve the continuity of its Chairs and Vice-Chairs, and 

building upon the established practice of having the outgoing Chair serve 

as Vice-Chair, thus ensuring continuity and support to its leadership, the 

Commission will continue to explore ways to further  strengthen the 

continuity of its Chairs and Vice-Chairs. Any informal arrangement will 

not prejudge the change in the membership of the Commission, which 

takes place every two years and will operate within regional rotation of 

Chairs, as spelled out in annex I of the Commission’s provisional rules of 

procedure. The decision to endorse a candidate for each post remains a 

prerogative of the respective regional groups, for action by the 

Organizational Committee. 

  II. Make greater use of the Vice-Chairs, in consultation with the Chair, 

in the organization and conduct of Peacebuilding Commission meetings.  
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  V. The Chair, with the consent of Member States, including those being 

considered by the Commission, should enhance the convening platform of 

the Commission by inviting additional partners to participate in meetings 

of the Commission. Such partners may include Member States that are not 

members of the Organizational Committee, representatives of relevant 

entities of the United Nations system, international financial institutions, 

regional and subregional organizations, civil society organizations, 

including youth and women’s organizations, and, where relevant, the 

private sector. 

 

Good practices: the annual session of the Peacebuilding Commission is a good 

example of how the Commission has brought together various partners from the 

United Nations system and beyond, including representatives of civil society. 

Discussions pertaining to the regional dimensions of peacebuilding, as well as 

country-specific and thematic discussions, such as the informal meeting on good 

practices in transition with Timor-Leste and Sierra Leone and the meetings on 

Colombia, Solomon Islands and Sri Lanka, included representatives of relevant 

United Nations departments and of civil society organizations. An informal 

coordinator for the relationship between the Peacebuilding Commission and the 

Security Council helped the Commission to take stock of its advisory role. 

Member States, together with the Chair, prepared and conducted various 

thematic discussions. 

4. Workplan: a more predictable and longer-term workplan that would allow 

broader participation of Member States at the meetings of the Commission.  

 

  Actions: 
 

  I. 
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  Actions: 
 

  I. In preparation for the meetings of the Commission, the Chair, upon 

consultation with the countries concerned, should announce whether the 

meetings are to be open or closed.  

8. Visibility and communication: there is a need to address the lack of awareness, 

both within and outside the United Nations, about the work of the Commission and 

on peacebuilding and sustaining peace.  

 

  Actions: 
 

  I. The Commission is to explore ways to increase the visibility of its 

open meetings, in particular high-level events such as the annual session, 


