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that they would continue to support Burundi within existing financial commitments. Some non
traditional donors signaled interest in participating at the meeting and openness to consider 
financing based on a project basis. But there still seems to exist a gap between the expectations of 
the government of Burundi and its international partners. 1 have informed the 2nd Vice-President 
and the Permanent Secretary of the Ministry of Finance of the budgetary difficulties major donors 
are currently facing and warned Burundian interlocutors that it may be hard to generate additional 
funding. 1 also urged them to define priorities, both in substance and in time. It would be important 
to identify the most pressing and important needs which have to be addressed first. Besides, 
Burundi has to step up the pace of both the conceptual and organizational preparations of the 
meeting. 

A number of things need to be done within the next weeks: a) Burundi and the international 
community should agree on the objectives, the setting and the format of the meeting. It ves n e x t  and be 183 vesnee2nal 


