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Ambassador Vladimir Drobnjak, outgoing Chair of #@acebuilding Commission (PBC),

Ms. Judy Cheng-Hopkins, Assistant Secretary-Gémer&eacebuilding Support,

Distinguished Ambassadors and delegations of #mhers of the Organizational Committee,

Distinguished colleagues representing the countriiethe PBC agenda and those serving in the
capacities as Vice-Chair, chairs of the PBC countmfigurations and the Working Group on Lessons
Learned,

| thank the members of the Organizational Commitiethe PBC for the trust placed in Brazil to
assume this responsibility. | count on your helg aupport to steer the work of the Peacebuilding
Commission in the year ahead. | am privileged tto¥o in the footsteps of my predecessors, whose
efforts will continue to guide us as we collectivelontribute to national peacebuilding efforts e t
countries that sought the advice and support ofPBE. A special word of gratitude to Ambassador
Drobnjak, whose leadership, experience and commitrgeided the Commission during the last 12
months.

This Commission was given the mandate of acconipgrgountries as they tackle the complex
challenges associated with rebuilding critical ol institutions, while also delivering peace desds
and sustainable livelihoods to their populatiomsover 8 years since its establishment, the Conmomiss
has undoubtedly demonstrated added value in certaitexts and in specific areas of its core fumstio
However, the process of fine-tuning and sharpettieg°PBC's approach and tools is very much a work in
progress.

As a diplomatic platform that brings together kegional and global actors, the PBC is uniquely
placed to catalyze the potentials within the ind¢ional system to further improve our collectivepgense
to post-conflict challenges and to sustain our cadment to the countries emerging from or affectgd b
conflict. After all, we should know by now that pebuilding is not a linear process and is, indeed,






countries on the agenda. The great potential oPBE resides in its composition and intergovernaent
character. It is ultimately up to us to make thestvad it, in terms of providing strategic guidant@ging
greater coherence, and strengthening national egidrmral ownership. Here, | turn in particular tar ou
African colleagues, in highlighting the importarafeheir engagement and vision.

Africa today experiences major political evolugpreconomic growth, and the rapidly changing
features of dynamic societies. African regional and



