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At the 1606th meeting on 4 December 1971 in con- 
nexion with the situation in the India/Pakistan sub- 
continent, the President (Sierra Leone) drew attention 
to a letter’” from the representative of Tunisia, requcst- 
in? that his delegation be allowed to participate in the 
dchatc, without the right to vote. The Prcsidcnt then 
said that if there were no objections hc would invite 
the rcprcscntatlvc of Tunisia to p;lrticipatc in the 
dcbatc in accordance with rule 37 of the provisional 
rules of procedure of the Council. 

The representative of Italy stated that owing to the 
urgency of the crisis the Security Council was facing, 
it should restrict the deliberations to the members of 
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the Council and to the main partics conccrncd. In 
that connexion he asked to convey invitations only 
to the representatives of India and Pakistan. 

The representative of the USSR stated that his dele- 
gation would be unable to sup3ort the Italian proposal. 
Normally the Security Council did not erect any bar- 
riers to the participation of the reprcscntatives of any 
States Members of the United Xations and did not 
prccludc their taking part in the work of the Sccuritk 
Council. That had not happened in the pa51 and it 
would not be appropriate to establish in the system 
and practice of the work of the Security Council any 
prccedcnts of that kind for the future. 

The representative of Italy. after reiterating his 
proposal, said that the Security Council should try to 
restrict deliberations to members of the Council and 
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