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A. PROCEDURE OF VOTING ON ADOPTION 

OF TIIE AGENDA 

1. Votes taken concerning individual items 
on the provisional agenda 

CASE 1 

At the 1651st meeting on 18 
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The representative of the USSR stated: “The Soviet 
delegation, unfortunately, cannot by any means agree with 
such interpretation. Under that interpretation it would 
appear that, essentially, we would be adopting today’s 
provisional agenda, consisting of three items, and the only 
matter which would be undecided would be the question of 
a date for a meeting to be held on item 3 of the agenda, 
That is not so; that prejudges the results of the consul. 
tations. I would ask this question. If the results of the 
consultations make it quite clear that IO, I I or 12 members 
of the Security Council are against convening the Security 
Council to discuss this matter, what would happen in that 
case; how would we proceed then? So I see no alternative, 
if that interpretation is to be maintained, but to return to 
the proposal of the representative of India and proceed to 
separate votes on agenda items 1,2 and 3.” 

The President stated: “To reply to the representative of 
the Soviet Union, concerning what would happen. The 
President would consult members on the date to be fixed 
for the Council’s meeting. In exercise of his responsibilities 
he would set that date on the basis of those consultations, 
and then, when the meeting was held, the 11 or 12 
members opposing this, precisely when dealing with the 
provisional agenda, would object, and then the Council 
would officially decide that there was to be no meeting 
because 11 or 12 members object. That is my reply.” The 
President then concluded as follows: “Coming back to the 
provisional agenda for today, comprising items 1 and 2 
contained in document S/Agenda/l 65 1, if there is no 
objection I shall consider the agenda adopted.“2 

The agenda, as adopted,3 read as follows: 

“The Situation in the Middle East 

“(a) Letter dated 5 July 1972 from the Permanent 
Representative of the Syrian Arab Republic to the United 
Nations addressed to the President of the Security 
Council (S/ 10730) 

“(b) Letter dated S July 1972 from the Charge 
d’affaires, o.i., of the Permanent Mission of Lebanon to 
the United Nations addressed to the President of the 
Security Council (S/ 1073 1)“4 

l *2. Votes taken on proposals to determine or change 
the order of items 

*+3. Votes taken on the adoption of the agenda as a whole 

’ For texts of relevant statements. see: 1651~1 meeting: Prcsi- 
dent (Argentina). 38. 39, paras. 42. 44, 53. 54, 66. 73, 94. 105. 
124. 126, 128. 130, 131. 133. 136. 138, 139; China, pma. 22; 
France, paras. 18. 19. Council again. 

*+B. CONSIDERATION OF: 

**I. Requirements for the inclusion of an item 
in the agenda 

**2. Effect of the inclusion of an item in the agenda 

C. OTHER DISCUSSION OF THE ADOPTION 

OF THE AGENDA 

** 1. Order of discussion of items on the agenda 

2. Scope of items and subitems on the agenda in relation 
to the scope of discussion 

CASE 2 

At the outset of the 1661st meeting on IO September 
1972, in connexion with the situation in the Middle East, 
the President (China) declared that a few minutes ago he 
had received a letter from the Permanent Representative of 
Lebanon’ which was in the process of being circulated as a 
Security Council document. In the meantime he intended 
to amend the provisional agenda by including the document 
as a second subitem. 

In the absence of any objection it was so decided and 
the agenda as amended6 read as follows: 

“Letter dated 9 September from the Permanent 
Representative of the Syrian Arab Republic to the 
United Nations addressed to the President of the 
Security Council (S/ 10782) 

“Letter dated 10 September from the Permanent 
Representative of Lebanon to the United Nations 
addressed to the President of the Security Council 
(S/ 10783)” 

**3. Phrasing of items on the agenda 

l *4. Postponement of consideration of items 

5. Precedence of the decision on adoption of the agenda 

CASE 3 

At the 1658th meeting on 10 August 1972, in con- 
nexion with the application of Bangladesh for admission to 
membership, the provisional agenda’ read as follows: 

“I. Adoption of the agenda 

“2. Admission of new members: 

Application of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh 
for admission to membership in the United Nations- 
 in56the 
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Speaking on the question of adoption of the agenda, the 
representative of Yugoslavia stated that his delegation 
would vote for the adoption of the agenda. The represen- 
tative of Guinea proposed that before considering the 
question, the Security Council should send a three-member 
mission to Bangladesh to investigate the situation and 
report to the Council. The representative of Sudan 
supported that proposal. 

The representative of the United Kingdom observed that 
the proposal of the representative of Guinea was a 
substantive one and not relevant to the question of 
adoption of the agenda. He declared that 








