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Put III. Abstention, non-participation and absence in relation to Article 27, paragraph 3 of the Charter 47 ___~ 

**3. Consideration of the use of rule 30 of the provisional rules of procedure of the Security Council 
in determining whether a matter is procedural 

Part III 

ABSTENTION, NON-PARTICIPATION AND ABSENCE IN RELATION TO ARTICLE 27, 
PARAGRAPH 3 OF THE CHARTER 

A. OBLIGATORY ABSTENTION 

*+ 1. Cases in which members have abstained in accordance 
with the proviso of Article 27, paragraph 3 

2. Consideration of abstention in accordance 
with the proviso of Article 27, paragraph 3 

CASE 1 

At the 1801st meeting on 24 October 1974, in con- 
nexion with the question of the Relationship between the 
United Nations and South Africa, the representative of 
Madagascar, speaking in reference to the applicability of 
Article 27 of the Charter stated: 

When Member States were asked to express their views 
concerning possible amendments to the Charter. my delegation was 
among those that felt that it was necessary to clarify the scope of 
Article 27 with a view to applying its provisions in relation to 
Chapter VII of the Charter. In strictly legal terms. it may be 
difficult to decide to what extent a State other than the State 
directly concerned may be regarded as a party to a dispute. But if 
we look at it in political terms-and in what other terms can we look 
at the matter here in the Security Council--if one or more States 
have given diplomatic, political and military support lo South 
Africa. and perhaps are prepared to go on doing so, could we not 
therefore conclude that they too bear responsibility for the 
reprehensible actions of the South African regime? In that cast 
they become a party to the dispute and Article 27 of the Charter 
would be applicable to them.4 

4 18Olst meeting. intervention by Madagascar 

B. VOLUNTARY ABSTENTION, NON-PARTICIPATION OR ABSENCE IN RELATION TO ARTICLE 27, PARAGRAPH 3 

1. Certain cases in which permanent members have abstained or not participated otherwise than in accordance 
with the proviso of Article 27, paragraph 3 

Column (a) of the tabulation hereunder lists certain cases in which permanent members have 
abstained otherwise than in accordance with the proviso of Article 27, paragraph 3. 

Column (b) of the tabulation hereunder lists certain cases in which permanent members have not 
participated in the vote. 

There have been no cases of absence of permanent members for the period under review. 
For details of voting. see relevant sections of Chapter VIII, Part II. 
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