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**Part v  

+*PROCEDURFS IN THE CONSIDERATION OF APPLICATIONS WITHIN THE SECURITY COUNCIL 

**A. DISCUSSION OF APPLICATIONS 

l *l. Order of the discuaslon of applications 

l *2. Documentation submitted in tbe Security Council 

**IL VOTING ON APPLICATIONS 

Part VI 

THE ROLE OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY AND THE SECURITY COUNCIL 

CASE 2 

At the 1971st meeting, on I5 November 1976, in con- 
nection with the application of the Socialist Republic of 
Viet-Nam, the representative of the Syrian Arab Republic 
stated that, in the spirit of the Charter, the right of veto 
enjoyed by the permanent members of the Council could 
not be legitimately used in order to block the admission 
of a new member so long as that new member was a 
peace-loving country and accepted the obligations con- 
tamed in the Charter. The power to deny admission was 
rather given, in paragraph I of Article 4, to the Organi- 
zation as a whole, and not to the Council. That under- 
standing was confirmed in paragraph 2 of the same 
article. The action to be taken by the Council was des- 
cribed in that Article as a recommendation, while the 
action to be taken by the General Assembly was referred 
to as a decision. No country, not even a permanent 

member of the Council, could impose conditions addi- 
tional to those contained in Article 4. To invoke any 
other, irrelevant, considerations was not only unjustified 
and unacceptable but also a violation of the United 
Nations Charter and its provisions. 

The representative of Madagascar said that with regard 
to the procedures for admission, the Council was only 
competent to make recommendations. The question, 
therefore, was what was the legal value of a veto cast in 
the exercise of that power that had been differentiated 
from the power of decision. It was also not true that the 
special responsibility of the Council for the maintenance 
of international peace and security, which also justified 
the existence of the right of veto, was limited to Chap- 
ters VI, VII, VII1 and XII, and excluded Chapter II, 
which covered the procedure for the admission of new 
members. 
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