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With this briefing, we intend to inform Member States about the scope of the sanctions 
regime, the mandate and activities of the Committee, and the main findings and recommendations 
of the Panel of Expert’s most recent (2021) final report. 

As Chair of the 1718 Committee, I wish to touch upon three points in my opening remarks: 

1. Member States’ obligations to submit national implementation reports,
2. The need for effective implementation of the sanctions measures, and
3. The Committee’s efforts in facilitating the work of humanitarian organizations in the

DPRK, in particular through its humanitarian exemption mechanism.
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organizations and NGOs on how to proceed when implementing sanctions. Requests for guidance 
can be submitted to the Committee Chair and the Secretariat, after which it will be brought to the 
attention of the Committee. 

Finally, it is my intention to convene further dedicated outreach meetings later this year, 
provided that circumstances allow, 
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exemptions requests. These updates include, inter alia, extending the standard duration for 
exemptions from six to nine months, allowing for greater flexibility in the shipment consolidation 
process, providing additional guidance on the requirements and format through which 
humanitarian exemption requests can be submitted to the Committee for approval, including two 
optional application templates published on the website, and the introduction of a best practices 
process for applicants of humanitarian exemption requests. In addition, the Committee extended 
its practice of expedited approval procedures to include extension and amendment requests, as 
well as urgent requests for onset emergencies such as pandemic outbreaks and natural disasters. 

In view of the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, the Committee continues to work under an 
accelerated exemption process for COVID-19 related humanitarian assistance. It continues to use 
an expedited decision-making procedure of two working days to approve exemptions from 
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Panel of Experts

• Assistance to the Committee: assist the 1718 Committee 
in carrying out its mandate and functions

• Investigations:  gather, examine and analyze information 
from States, relevant UN bodies and other interested parties, 
in particular on incidents of non-compliance

• Recommendations: make recommendations on actions the 
Council, Committee or Member States may consider to 
improve implementation; and 

• Reporting: provide mid-term and final reports. 

Mandate



The DPRK sanctions regime

Implementation Assistance Notices and Fact Sheet on 
the measures imposed by the relevant Security Council 
resolutions

https://www.un.org/securitycouncil/sanctions/1718/implementation-notices





The DPRK sanctions regime 
• Prevent the entry or transit of designated individuals, government 

representatives and its armed forces, among others, associated with 
the DPRK’s nuclear or ballistic missiles programmes. 

• Expel DPRK diplomats,  government representatives, among others, 
assisting in sanctions evasion or violation of the resolutions, or 
working for DPRK financial institutions.

• Impose restrictions on DPRK diplomats and missions, including 
limiting staff, bank accounts and preventing misuse of diplomatic 
property.

• Prevent the provision of financial services, or the transfer of any 
other assets (including gold and bulk cash) through Member States’ 
territories that could contribute to the DPRK’s prohibited activities.  

• Prohibit DPRK bank branches, subsidiaries and representative offices 
in their territories.

• Prohibit their financial institutions’ representative offices etc. in the 
DPRK. 

• Prohibit joint ventures or cooperative entities with DPRK.  



The DPRK sanctions regime 
• Inspect in their territory cargo to / from the DPRK. 
• Under certain conditions and with certain exceptions, inspect vessels on the 

high seas based on reasonable grounds that the cargo contains prohibited 
items. 

• Prohibit the provision of bunkering services to such DPRK vessels.  Prohibit 
the leasing or chartering  of vessels or aircraft or providing crew services.  

• Prohibit the registration of vessels in the DPRK and the provision of 
insurance or re-insurance services to DPRK controlled vessels. Deregister, 
and not re-register, any such vessels.

• Prohibit port entry of designated vessels and any vessel controlled by a 
designated individual or entity, or which contains prohibited items. 

• Prohibit ship-to-ship transfers with DPRK-flagged vessels.     
• Under certain conditions, seize and dispose of prohibited items, and inspect 

and freeze vessels. 
• Deny permission for take-off, landing or overflight of any aircraft based on 

reasonable grounds the aircraft contains prohibited items.  
• Not provide work authorizations for DPRK nationals. Repatriate all DPRK 

nationals earning income and all DPRK government safety oversight 
attachés monitoring DPRK workers abroad immediately but no later than 
24 months from 22 December 2017.    





• The DPRK maintained its nuclear programme, including 







2021 Final Report Overview

• Continued access to international banking channels through its 
own bank representatives, JVs, shell companies and use of 
offshore and virtual assets.

• Cyber attacks to obtain virtual assets in evasion of financial 
sanctions; use of over-the-counter brokers.

• Overseas revenue generation in sub-Saharan Africa (Mansudae
Overseas Project Group; Korea Paekho Trading Corporation).

• Cyber attacks against overseas defense companies; also against 
the Panel of Experts.  

Financial violations; cyber activities 



2021 Final Report Overview

• The Panel is unable to make a quantitative assessment of the 
unintended consequences of UN sanctions but notes that in the 
reporting period sanctions likely have had unintended effects 
affecting civilian population. Records views of Member States.

• Panel survey of the views of international and non-government 
organisations on the effects of COVID-19 and sanctions on aid 
operations.

• Banking channel; IAN-7.

Unintended consequences of sanctions



2021 Final Report Overview

Support from the Committee and Member States:
Leads and requests to investigate

• The Panel welcomes briefings, information and evidence on all 
issues relevant to its mandate at (almost) any time. 

• Requests awareness of Panel schedule mandated by the 
Security Council.

• Panel investigations: ‘Requests for Information’ are exactly 
that. The Panel hopes for timely written replies where possible, 
and welcomes notification if a reply may be delayed.

• The Panel asks for documentation to support investigations 
under its mandate. 

• Panel actions, on receipt of information and evidence.





The Panel

View the Panel as a resource

• The Panel is here to help Member States with their questions

• The Panel engages in dialogue with cooperative Member States

• The Panel also investigates and reports
�˘ The Panel’s final report is available here:  



For more information:
https://www.un.org/securitycouncil/sanctions/1718

dppa-poe1874@un.org
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