


“Women who serve in peace operations play an essential role in helping communities in the 
fight against COVID-19. They must be a central part of all international, national and local 
responses,” he added. 

The International Day of United Nations Peacekeepers was established by the General 
Assembly in 2002, to pay tribute to all men and women serving in peacekeeping, and to 
honour the memory of those who have lost their lives in the cause of peace. The General 
Assembly designated 29 May as the International Day of UN Peacekeepers in 
commemoration of the day in 1948 when the UN’s first peacekeeping mission, the UN Truce 
Supervision Organization (UNTSO), began its operations. 

Schedule of Events at Headquarters on 29 May 

9:30 a.m.:  The Secretary-General will lay a wreath in honour of all fallen peacekeepers will 
be held at the Peacekeepers Memorial Site in the North Lawn. The ceremony will be covered 
by UN Photo only.  

10 a.m.:  The Dag Hammarskjöld Medal and Military Gender Advocate of the Year award 
ceremonies will be held virtually and will be shown live on UN Webcast:  
http://webtv.un.org/ 

12:00 p.m.:  Under Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations Jean-Pierre Lacroix will 
be the guest at the noon briefing.  It will be webcast live at: http://webtv.un.org/ 

*  *  *  * 

For further information, please contact Douglas Coffman, Department of Global 
Communications, at tel./WhatsApp:  +1 (917) 361-9923, or e-mail:  coffmand@un.org; or 
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