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Statement of Maruxa Cardama
Chair, 68th  United Nations Civil Society Conference
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Statement of Jackie Biskupski
Mayor of Salt Lake City

The realities and impact of climate change present a daunting challenge no matter where we live in 
the world, from big cities to small towns. We are all effected and should share a collective sense of 
urgency about the need for action.

Solutions to any problem come through the combination of innovation, commitment and collabora-
tion. And that’s exactly what we saw here in Salt Lake City during the 68th Civil Society Conference in 
August; a global conversation and sharing of ideas to help communities around the world create a 
more inclusive and sustainable future.

As the Mayor of Salt Lake City, I remain deeply honored by the opportunity to link arms with the United 
Nations and civil society to participate in this critically important conversation. I am also humbled that 
7EPX�0EOI�'MX]�[EW�WIPIGXIH�XS�FI�XLI�ƼVWX�97�GMX]�XS�LSWX�E�QENSV�9RMXIH�2EXMSRW�KEXLIVMRK�SYXWMHI�SJ�
the New York headquarters.

.EGOMI�&MWOYTWOM��1E]SV�SJ�7EPX�0EOI�'MX]��4LSXS�GVIHMX��+EFVMIPPE�6SNEW
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The gathering of some 4,000 participants from more than 100 countries, almost half youth, was inspir-
ing and energizing. The sharing of information, ideas and expertise from so many bright and deeply 
committed people gave me great hope for our future. 

The Outcome Document and Youth Climate Compact provide an important set of benchmarks for 
progress. I was particularly heartened by the clear and collective understanding that cities and local 
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Statement of Jeffrey Brez
Co-Chair, Conference Planning Committee 
Chief, NGO Relations, Advocacy and Special Events Outreach Division, 
Department of Global Communications

Together, the United Nations, Civil Society repre-
sentatives and Salt Lake City had an ambitious 
vision to convene a global conversation about 
the Sustainable Development Goals in the heart-
land of the United States. United by a common 
desire to build inclusive and sustainable com-
munities. a broad group of partners and volun-
teers, including a strong contingent of young 
people, came together and dedicated thousands 
of hours of their time and expertise to plan the 
conference, making history in the process. This 
[EW�XLI�ƼVWX�QENSV�92�GSRJIVIRGI�XS�XEOI�TPEGI�
outside of UN headquarters in the United States, 
and attracted 4,000 participants from more than 
100 countries, the largest number in the confer-
IRGIƅW����IHMXMSRW�XS�HEXI��*VSQ�Q]�ƼVWX�ZMWMX�XS�
Salt Lake City, I was overwhelmed by the sense 
of welcome and “can-do” attitude. Successive 
visits, and the three days of the conference it-
self, only strengthened my appreciation of Salt 
Lake City as a community that values inclusion 
and sustainability, with a wealth of its own best 
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Statement of Fannie Munlin
Chair, NGO/DPI Executive Committee

Dear Participants of the United Nations 68th Civil Society Conference held in Salt Lake City, Utah, on 
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Concept Note: Building Inclusive and 
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Youth Caucus: Engaging Local Governments. Youth and Community Development
08:30 - 09:45

CSO-led Partnership Workshops
12:00 - 13:15

CSO-led Partnership Workshops
17:00 -18:15

Youth H
ub 10:00 - 17:30

Exhibits 

Lunch & Networking
13:15 - 15:00

THEMATIC  
SESSIONS 

Peaceful Societies 
– Recovering from 

Conflict and  
Nurturing Peace

08:30 - 09:45
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Youth Caucus: Youth and Climate Action.Taking Firm Action on Saving our Planet 
08:30 - 09:45

CSO-led Partnership Workshops
10:00 - 11:15

CSO-led Partnership Workshops
11:45 - 13:00

Youth H
ub 10:00 - 15:00

Exhibits 

Lunch & Networking
13:15 - 15:00

Wednesday, 28 August 2019

Closing Plenary
15:00 - 16:30

Exhibit Hall CD
Live Stream
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Opening Plenary Session

Welcoming Remarks
	� �Maher Nasser, Director, Outreach Division,  

United Nations Department of Global Communications (Emcee)

	� Alison Smale, Under-Secretary-General for Global Communications   

	� António Guterres, United Nations Secretary-General (video message)

	� 1MOI�1S[IV��(ITYX]�'LMIJ�SJ�7XEJJ��3ƾGI�SJ�9XEL�+SZIVRSV

	� Fannie Munlin, Chair, NGO/DPI Executive Committee

	� Liberato Bautista, President of CoNGO 

	� Vlada Yaremenko, Co-Chair, Conference Planning Youth Sub-committee 

	� Ali Mustafa, Co-Chair, Conference Planning Youth Sub-committee 

	� Maruxa Cardama, Chair, 68th United Nations Civil Society Conference

Cultural Performance
	� Nino Reyes, Native American Group Dance and Music Performance 

Speakers
	� Jackie Biskupski, Mayor of Salt Lake City 

	� �John Price, Former United States Ambassador to the Republic of Mauritius,  
Republic of Seychelles, and the Union of the Comoros

	� �'LVMWXSTLIV�;MPPMEQW��(MVIGXSV�SJ�2I[�=SVO�3ƾGI�� 
United Nations Human Settlements Programme (UN-Habitat)

	� Luke Mullen, Actor, Climate Activist

	� Astrid Tuminez, President, Utah Valley University (UVU)

	� Rachel Bowen Pittman, Executive Director, UNA-USA

	� Hanko Kiessner, CEO, Packsize International

Closing Remarks
	� Maruxa Cardama, Chair, 68th
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Welcoming Remarks by  
Alison Smale
Under-Secretary-General for  Global Communications

Excellencies,
Distinguished Ambassadors,
Heads of United Nations Entities,
Ms. Maruxa Cardama, Chair of the 68th United Nations Civil Society Conference,
Co-chairs of the Conference, NGO Communities, 
Youth participants, Members of the Media,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

Good Morning! My name is Alison Smale and I am the Under-Secretary-General for Global Communica-
tions in the United Nations Department of Global Communications. It is my great pleasure to welcome 
you to the 68th
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;MXL�E�QENSVMX]�SJ�XLI�KPSFEP�TSTYPEXMSR�RS[�PMZMRK�MR�GMXMIW�ERH�XLI�RYQFIVW�KVS[MRK�HEMP]��QEOMRK�
cities inclusive, sustainable, resilient and safe is critical if we are to achieve the 2030 Agenda and all 
17 of the Sustainable Development Goals by their target date. 

Those Goals were drafted with the direct participation and input of more than 10 million people glob-
ally over a three-year period. They were approved with the support of all 193 Member States. They are 
our blueprint for the future – a roadmap for tackling global challenges, including how to deal with the 
complexities of rapid urbanization. 

Last month, United Nations Member States reported on the progress they have made towards achiev-
ing the SDGs during the High-Level Political Forum in New York. The forum recommended that in-
creased consultation and coordinated efforts among multiple stakeholders, including government 





T H E  6 8 T H  U N I T E D  N AT I O N S  C I V I L  S O C I E T Y  C O N F E R E N C E   1 8

Summary of Thematic Sessions

Thematic Session 

Inclusive Cities and Communities – Leaving No One Behind
  Monday, 26 August 2019; 15:00-16:30

Overview
Sustainable Development Goal 11 strives to make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resil-
ient, and sustainable.  The reality is that livelihoods in cities and human settlements are being experi-
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Ms. Hassan�EHHVIWWIH�KPSFEP�IHYGEXMSR�ERH�MXW�WMKRMƼGERGI�MR�VYVEP�GSQQYRMXMIW��7LI�RSXIH�XLI�GIR-
trality of language and the connections it builds in communities. When students learn a common 
language, a world of opportunity is opened to them.  

Creating inclusive cities and communities will be greatly enhanced by policies that support free health-
care (Hassan), climate action, and more inclusive governments (Parker). Ultimately, change will be 
sparked through peoples’ ability to listen to all voices in the conversation.  

http://webtv.un.org/search/inclusive-cities-and-communities-%E2%80%93-leaving-no-one-behind-%E2%80%93-the-68th-united-nations-civil-society-conference-on-building-inclusive-and-sustainable-cities-and-communities-26-28-august-2019-salt-lake-city-/6084169079001/?term=&lan=english&cat=Conferences%2FSummits&sort=date&page=2


T H E  6 8 T H  U N I T E D  N AT I O N S  C I V I L  S O C I E T Y  C O N F E R E N C E   2 0

Thematic Session 
Climate Change – Cities and Communities in Action
  Tuesday, 27 August 2019; 15:00-16:30

Overview
As outlined in the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), climate change, with its associ-
EXIH�VMWOW��MW�EQSRK�XLI�HIƼRMRK�MWWYIW�SJ�SYV�XMQI��-XW�MQTEGX�MW�KPSFEP�MR�WGSTI�ERH�YRTVIGIHIRXIH�
in scale and is already disrupting communities and livelihoods, especially for those living in poverty.  
However, there is a growing recognition that affordable, scalable solutions are currently available that 
will enable us to leapfrog to more green, clean, resilient economies in the long run. 

Cities and communities, supported by strong advocacy from civil society, are acting on reducing car-
bon emissions and on developing resiliency. They are undertaking innovative strategies such as the 
decarbonization of transportation and energy systems, the development of zero emissions buildings, 
MRRSZEXMSR�MR�ƼRERGMRK�QIGLERMWQW��ERH�TSWMXMZI�FILEZMSVEP�GLERKIW�EQSRK�GSRWYQIVW��TVSHYGIVW�
and policymakers.

;MXL�XLI�92�7IGVIXEV]�+IRIVEPƅW�'PMQEXI�%GXMSR�7YQQMX������XEOMRK�TPEGI�NYWX�E�JI[�[IIOW�EJXIV�XLMW�
conference, this session was an opportunity to boost ambition and accelerate action to implement the 
Paris Agreement, with a focus on local action and the role of youth.

Summary 
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Mr. Rego used a new “Angry Birds” Act Now promotional video to discuss the ways SONY has part-
nered with the UN on its SDG initiative.  The video and Act Now campaign emphasize different ways 
that individuals can shift to more sustainable, climate-friendly practices, including meat free meals 
and walking.  In today’s world, Mr. Rego�IQTLEWM^IH��ƈ;IƅVI�EPP�MRƽYIRGIVW�Ɖ��2EFMPE��E�WXYHIRX�JVSQ�
XLI�9/��WTSOI�FVMIƽ]�EX�Mr. Rego’s request. She asked those in the audience to pull out their mobile 
phones, go to un.org/actnow, and make a pledge. 

Ms. Tobón�WTSOI�TEWWMSREXIP]�EFSYX�XLI������ƼVIW�MR�XLI�%QE^SR�VEMRJSVIWX��-R�]IEVW�TEWX��WLI�[EW�
aware of climate change, but it seemed distant. Ms. Tobón became aware when one day, the air in Bo-
gota was so polluted that the government declared a state of emergency. She created a foundation to 
protect Colombia’s Cloud Forest. She also adopted a healthier and more sustainable lifestyle, such as 
banning single use plastic bottles, reducing her intake of meat and dairy, and switching from a plastic 
to a bamboo toothbrush.  Ms. Tobón uses her social media platform to promote her concern for these 
issues.

Mr. Mullen became a climate activist when he took his Advanced Placement Environmental Science 
class, which opened his eyes. He said it is the young generation who will see the worst effects unless 
we all act now. Being in the entertainment industry has helped him connect and tailor awareness and 

Panelists of the Thematic Session “Climate Change - Cities and Communities in Action.” Photo credit: Maximilian Sköries
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messages to youth, in order to help them know what they can do. “The answer is to come together and 
make change,” he stated. 

Mr. Idowu said, “climate change is a time bomb.”  Mr. Idowu listed the main problems in Nigeria as 
desert encroachment, oil spillage, and waste management.  He said that we can start acting when 
we all understand our responsibilities. “Let us start telling ourselves, our neighbors, that the issue of 
climate change is not about talking, but about taking action.”

Ms. Leem�[EW�XLI�ƼREP�TERIPMWX�XS�WTIEO��Ms. Leem

http://webtv.un.org/meetings-events/conferencessummits/watch/climate-change-%E2%80%93-cities-and-communities-in-action-%E2%80%93-the-68th-united-nations-civil-society-conference-on-building-inclusive-and-sustainable-cities-and-communities-26-28-august-2019-salt-lake-city-/6084166163001
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Thematic Session 
Peaceful Societies – Recovering from Conflict and Nurturing Peace
  Tuesday, 27 August 2019; 10:00-11:30

Overview
Peace is necessary for the achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and is a specif-
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Being a musician, he saw that there is segregation between prisons and society. With his voice, he 
tried to create a peaceful bridge between society and prison systems and to use music as a form of 
therapy in the prisons. 

=SYRK�TISTPI�EVI� MR�TVMWSR�FIGEYWI�QER]�SJ� XLIQ� PEGO� NSF�STTSVXYRMXMIW��8IGLRSPSK]�LEW�GVIEXIH�
social media pressure that creates expectations and a sense of entitlement. You need value to create 

http://webtv.un.org/meetings-events/conferencessummits/watch/peaceful-societies-%E2%80%93-recovering-from-conflict-and-nurturing-peace-%E2%80%93-the-68th-united-nations-civil-society-conference-on-building-inclusive-and-sustainable-cities-and-communities-26-28-august-2019-salt-lake-city/6084174109001
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Thematic Session 
Youth-led Session: Creating Opportunities and Economic Success for Youth
  Tuesday, 27 August 2019; 10:00-11:30

Overview
Half of the world’s 7.6 billion people are under the age of 30. Youth unemployment stands at a near 
60 million worldwide, with many more young people underemployed or in vulnerable and exploitative 
IQTPS]QIRX�ERH�[SVOMRK�TSZIVX]��=SYRK�TISTPIƅW�IGSRSQMG�IQTS[IVQIRX�ERH�EGGIWW�XS�HIGIRX�NSFW�
are essential components of a strong foundation for global societies and their futures.

8LI�GLEPPIRKI�PMIW�MR�WMQYPXERISYWP]�GVIEXMRK�HIGIRX�NSFW�JSV�XLI�FYVKISRMRK�]SYXL�TSTYPEXMSR�ERH�EH-
dressing related concerns such as career skills mismatch with available career opportunities, working 
while living in poverty, and the suboptimal prospects attendant to school-to-work transition, especially 
in the developing world, as well as preparing for the rapidly changing future of work that is character-
ized by ongoing automation and technological advancement, while supporting the acceleration of a 
transition to green and climate friendly economies. 

1EVKMREPM^IH�]SYXL�SJXIR�FIRIƼX�QSWX�JVSQ�XLI�GVIEXMSR�SJ�RI[�STTSVXYRMXMIW��WOMPPW�XVEMRMRK��QMGVSGVI-
dit provision, support for small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs), and investments in education, 
all of which contribute to providing the knowledge and tools needed to be well-equipped to be compet-
itive in local and international labor markets.

Summary 
This session was moderated by Ms. Quratulain Tejani, Director of Communications, School of Writing 
(Pakistan). Featured speakers included Ms. Shabana Basij-Rasikh, Co-Founder and President, School 
of Leadership Afghanistan (SOLA); Mr. Beau Bennett, Vice President of Marketing, Utah Valley Univer-
sity (UVU) Enactus; Buddha Blaze (Mr. Moses Mbasu), Talent Manager, Temple Management Com-
pany; Ms. Stephany Hemelberg, Entrepreneur; Mr. Macote Ambrozio, Founder and Director, Macote 
Entrepreneur Center; Mr. Safi A. Thomas, H+ Founder and Artistic Director; Ms. Yvonne H. Chow,  
H+Director of Operations and Education Director; and Ms. Victoria Díaz-García, Partnership and Advo-
cacy Specialist, Civil Society Division, UN Women.

Ms. Tejani 
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Mr. Thomas

http://webtv.un.org/meetings-events/conferencessummits/watch/creating-opportunities-and-economic-success-for-youth-%E2%80%93-the-68th-united-nations-civil-society-conference-on-building-inclusive-and-sustainable-cities-and-communities-26-28-august-2019-salt-lake-city/6084172616001
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Thematic Session 
Infrastructure and Natural Resource Use
  Monday, 26 August 2019; 15:00-16:30

Overview
Infrastructure development and inclusive and sustainable industrialization are key drivers of growth in 
the service of human prosperity within planetary boundaries. Investment decisions on infrastructure 
impact the well-being of citizens, the availability of natural resources and the preservation of ecosys-
tem services for decades into the future, affecting the choices of future generations. Transportation 
W]WXIQW��FYMPHMRKW��IRIVK]�TVSHYGXMSR�ERH�QERYJEGXYVMRK�EVI�NYWX�E�JI[�I\EQTPIW�XLEX�EJJIGX�PERH�ERH�
water use, waste, air quality and greenhouse gas emissions in profound ways. Given that cities and 
communities are hubs for innovation, commerce, employment, culture, and science crucial for sus-
tainable and inclusive economic growth and human development, optimal planning and governance 
are crucial to strike a balance that meets current needs without compromising future ones. With urban 
growth set to skyrocket between now and 2030, reaching 60% of world population living in urban areas 
[1], it is more important than ever to “build better”.

Summary 
This session was moderated by Ms. Gina Damasco, UU-UNO. Featured speakers included Mr. Satya 
Tripathi



T H E  6 8 T H  U N I T E D  N AT I O N S  C I V I L  S O C I E T Y  C O N F E R E N C E   

http://webtv.un.org/meetings-events/conferencessummits/watch/infrastructure-and-natural-resource-use-%E2%80%93-the-68th-united-nations-civil-society-conference-on-building-inclusive-and-sustainable-cities-and-communities-26-28-august-2019-salt-lake-city/6084172617001/?term=
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Thematic Session
Emerging Technologies and Innovation
  Tuesday, 27 August 2019; 15:00-16:30

Overview
Billions of people are connected by mobile devices with unprecedented processing power, storage ca-
pacity, and information sharing —all of which foreshadows stunning global possibilities. This potential 
MW�QYPXMTPMIH�F]�XLI�IQIVKIRGI�SJ�EVXMƼGMEP�MRXIPPMKIRGI��VSFSXMGW��ƄFMKƅ�HEXE�TVSGIWWMRK��XLI�-RXIVRIX�SJ�



T H E  6 8 T H  U N I T E D  N AT I O N S  C I V I L  S O C I E T Y  C O N F E R E N C E   3 2

plementation was dependent upon three important elements:  Economic Development, Work Force 
Transition and K-12 Education. 15.5% of the global economy is now derived from technology-based 
solutions, and, to effectively engage governments, we must understand all implications of technology.

Ms. Crowe

http://webtv.un.org/meetings-events/conferencessummits/watch/emerging-technologies-and-innovation-%E2%80%93-the-68th-united-nations-civil-society-conference-on-building-inclusive-and-sustainable-cities-and-communities-26-28-august-2019-salt-lake-city/6084172902001/?term=
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Thematic Session 
Impact Investing: Closing the SDG Financing Gap
  Tuesday, 27 August 2019; 10:00-11:30

Overview
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money behind the cause, while other investors seek returns, either social or capital. These different 
types of interests cause mixed markets. In the mixed market, great collaboration between the gov-
ernment, investors, philanthropists, and service providers can have an impact on humanitarian issues 
such as, as Mr. Sorenson explained, cyclical poverty.  Ms. Benardete elaborated off her earlier remarks 
EW�XS�LS[�%PMKR���LIPTW�MRZIWXSVW�ƼRH�XLMVH�TEVX]�TPEXJSVQW�XLEX�EVI�[SVOMRK�SR�EGLMIZMRK�XLI����KPSFEP�
goals. Mr. Yongjun mentioned how there is growing interest in impact investing in China, especially in 
addressing climate change.

The panel opened questions to the audience. An audience member commented on how the US has 
not done enough to address poverty and asked the panelists how they see impact investing helping 
poverty. Ms. Seegull answered by pointing out that 180 US CEOs have signed a declaration to shift 
XLIMV�FYWMRIWW�JSGYW�JVSQ�MRZIWXSV�TVSƼX�XS�WXEOILSPHIVW��8LMW�WLS[W�E�RI[�GSQQMXQIRX�XS�WIVZMRK�
humanity. Mr. Sorenson talked about how impact investing enables individuals to increase their in-
come with the aim of addressing poverty and can motivate capital to be invested in distressed areas, 
areas where the poverty level is 3 times the national average.

Another audience member asked about how we can build a society that supports indigenous people 
whom are the most impacted by climate change. Mr. Sorenson answered the question by telling how 
some areas are more vibrant for impact investors while investors are neglecting certain other communi-
ties. In the future Mr. Sorenson wants to focus on addressing more issues from forgotten communities. 

Thematic Session “Impact Investing: Financing the SDGs.” Photo credit: Maximilian Sköries
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A youth in the audience asked about how students can get involved with this kind of investing. Mr. 
Yongjun�ERW[IVIH�ƼVWX�F]�XEPOMRK�EFSYX�XLI�KVS[MRK�RYQFIV�SJ�YRMZIVWMX]�WXYHIRXW�[SVOMRK�[MXL�XLI�
SVKERM^EXMSRW�LI�[SVOW�[MXL�ERH�EVI�I\GMXIH�XS�GSRXMRYI�MR�XLI�ƼIPH��Mr. Sorenson then answered with 
stating that the research team of 50-60 students at his foundation are hard working individuals who 
are making great connections through impact investing that last their adult lives, Mr. Sorenson states 
that impact investing is growing the most with new generations. 

An attendee asked if wealth decolonization has hit the radar of impact investors and if investors are 
informed about the importance of climate migration. Ms. Benardete answered that she has many 
clients who have expressed concern over wealth decolonization, but neither Ms. Benardete or Mr. 
Sorenson have had clients show concern over climate migration. 

The last audience question was about how we should change the normality of investing to favor im-
pact investing. Mr. Sorenson and Ms. Georgie

http://webtv.un.org/meetings-events/conferencessummits/watch/impact-investing-closing-the-sdg-financing-gap-%E2%80%93-the-68th-united-nations-civil-society-conference-on-building-inclusive-and-sustainable-cities-and-communities-26-28-august-2019-salt-lake-city/6084172900001/?term=
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http://webtv.un.org/meetings-events/conferencessummits/watch/local-and-regional-governments-leading-the-way-to-sustainable-communities-%E2%80%93-the-68th-united-nations-civil-society-conference-on-building-inclusive-and-sustainable-cities-and-communities-26-28-august-2019-salt-lake-city/6084172594001/?term=
http://webtv.un.org/meetings-events/conferencessummits/watch/local-and-regional-governments-leading-the-way-to-sustainable-communities-%E2%80%93-the-68th-united-nations-civil-society-conference-on-building-inclusive-and-sustainable-cities-and-communities-26-28-august-2019-salt-lake-city/6084172594001/?term=
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ŵ

Thematic Session 
Building Inclusive Communities Through Education
  Monday, 26 August 2019; 15:00-16:30

Overview
The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) call for ensuring equal access for all women and men 
to affordable and quality technical, vocational and tertiary education, including at the university level.  
Rapid technological changes present opportunities and challenges, but the learning environment, the 
capacities of teachers, and the quality of education have in many parts of the world not kept pace, 
and in others still need to catch up. New models in higher education are emerging, as lawmakers and 
higher education professionals look for ways to address declining enrollment numbers, lack of diver-
sity and skyrocketing tuition, as well as knowledge gaps in today’s rapidly evolving global workforce. 
Access for all to a quality education and learning opportunities – starting with children - will play a 
central role in increasing the number of youth and adults who have relevant skills, including technical 
ERH�ZSGEXMSREP�WOMPPW��JSV�IQTPS]QIRX��HIGIRX�NSFW�ERH�IRXVITVIRIYVWLMT�XS�QIIX�XSHE]ƅW�KPSFEP�ERH�
local challenges.  

Summary
This session was moderated by President Astrid S. Tuminez, Utah Valley University (UVU). Featured 
speakers included Mr. Reuben Ng, Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy, National University of Singa-
pore; Mr. Jamal Watson, Executive Editor, Diverse: Issues in Higher Education; Mr. Ramu Damodaran, 
Chief, Academic Impact, Department of Global Communications, United Nations; and Mr. Thomas 
George, Senior Urban Advisor, The United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF).

Mr. Watson explained how we need to look at issues of inclusion and access at the post-secondary 
level.  He addressed the question of how we can make colleges and universities in this country more 
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Mr. Damodaran noted two important phrases are often used in the United Nations realm:  1. The 
dignity and worth of the human person.  2. Unite our strength.  We begin with the individual and then 
GSQFMRI�SYV�WXVIRKXL�XS�QEOI�KVIEX�EGGSQTPMWLQIRXW�� �,S[�HSIW�IHYGEXMSR�ƼX� MRXS�XLMW#��8LI�92�
is rich in the use of acronyms. When he saw the word “UTAH,” he said he thought it might stand for: 
“Unleashed Truth and Hope.” Truth and hope are the two things we need today which education can 

http://webtv.un.org/meetings-events/conferencessummits/watch/building-inclusive-communities-through-education-%E2%80%93-the-68th-united-nations-civil-society-conference-on-building-inclusive-and-sustainable-cities-and-communities-26-28-august-2019-salt-lake-city/6084174432001/?term=
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Thematic Session 
Enhancing the Role of Civil Society to Monitor Implementation of SDG 11
  Tuesday, 27 August 2019; 10:00-11:30

Overview
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H.E. Michael Mlynar, Permanent Representative of Slovakia to the UN in New York, said, “How we man-
age urban growth will determine how successful we are with SDG 11.”  He offered six words for civil 
society’s monitoring: participation, partnerships, coherence (in implementing policies), coordination, 
localization (implementation on the local level is critical), and appropriate leadership at every level.

Ms. Eubank, Director of Latter-day Saints Charities, spoke of the preparedness and resilience of cit-
ies and communities when emergencies arise but emphasized the importance of individuals, neigh-
borhoods, and families (micro stakeholders) being involved in not only preparing, but also providing, 
WQEPP�WGEPI�HEXE� XLEX� JIIHW� MRXS�E�QEGVS�RIX[SVO��7LI�WEMH� XLEX�[I�WLSYPH�EWO�ƼZI�UYIWXMSRW��(S�
households and families have 72 hours’ worth of emergency supplies of food and water? (This must 
FI�WGEPIH�XS�WTIGMƼG�GSQQYRMXMIW�LSYWILSPHW
��,EW�XLI�RIMKLFSVLSSH�HIWMKREXIH�E�GSYRGMP�SJ�PIEH-
ers? Communities need the capability to communicate without technology. Have we tested the plan? 
(Testing will reveal gaps in the plan). Have we mapped the community? Do we know where the medical 
personnel, temporary shelter, alternative power sources, and water supplies are? What could we do to 
minimize loss of life/property that we are not doing now?

Mr. Ndugwa, Chief of the Global Urban Observatory and statistician whose work supports UN Habitat, 
said that the most important question in monitoring is, “Are we hitting the milestones we set out?” He 
RSXIH�XLEX�7(+����MW�XLI�ƼVWX�STTSVXYRMX]�[I�LEZI�LEH�XS�QSRMXSV�EX�XLI�PSGEP�PIZIP��]IX�SRP]���	�SJ�XLI�
indicators are being applied at the local level. He said that to aggregate and order/consolidate exper-
tise, we need to work with a stream of indicators in an organized way, sharing information, rather than 
working in silos. Then, “We must move the data into policy.”
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Ms. Katz of UN Habitat asked, “How do we engage and work with your governments?” She is looking 
for ways to change more land policies globally to create more affordable housing. Mapping communi-
ties with the use of drones and using the Global Housing Indicators Database can help make housing 
EJJSVHEFPI��%PXLSYKL�XLI�HIƼRMXMSR�SJ�ƈEJJSVHEFPI�LSYWMRKƉ�ZEVMIW�[MHIP]��Mr. Ndugwa suggested that 
it needs to be less than 30% of household income. Ms. Katz

http://webtv.un.org/meetings-events/conferencessummits/watch/enhancing-the-role-of-civil-society-to-monitor-implementation-of-sustainable-development-goal-11-%E2%80%93-the-68th-united-nations-civil-society-conference-on-building-inclusive-and-sustainable-cities-and-communities-26-28-august-2019-salt-lake-city/6084171776001/?term=
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currently is, and where the trends are leading the world of the future. He mentioned many current 

http://webtv.un.org/meetings-events/conferencessummits/watch/civil-society-partnerships-for-the-un-we-need-%E2%80%93-the-68th-united-nations-civil-society-conference-on-building-inclusive-and-sustainable-cities-and-communities-26-28-august-2019-salt-lake-city/6084174115001/?term=
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SEVbVtGUDERj8KIhVhrLF16D5VrTlwP_/view
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Exhibits

A record number of organizations showcased exhibits during the 68th UN Civil Society Conference.  
One hundred twenty-six organizations from 15 countries manned featured exhibits. The exhibitions 
were based on the Conference Theme: “Building Inclusive and Sustainable Cities and Communities.”  

https://outreach.un.org/ngorelations/sites/outreach.un.org/files/exhibits_at_spcc.pdf




T H E  6 8 T H  U N I T E D  N AT I O N S  C I V I L  S O C I E T Y  C O N F E R E N C E   4 8

8LI�WIWWMSR�[EW�QSHIVEXIH�F]�5YVEXYPEMR�8INERM��(MVIGXSV�SJ�'SQQYRMGEXMSRW��7GLSSP�SJ�;VMXMRK��4E-
OMWXER
���*IEXYVIH�WTIEOIVW�MRGPYHIH�7LEFERE�&EWMN�6EWMOL��'S�*SYRHIV�ERH�4VIWMHIRX��7GLSSP�SJ�0IEH-
ership Afghanistan (SOLA); Beau Bennett, Vice President of Marketing, Utah Valley University (UVU) 
Enactus; Buddha Blaze (Mr. Moses Mbasu), Talent Manager, Temple Management Company; Steph-
any Hemelberg, Entrepreneur; Macote Ambrozio, Founder and Director, Macote Entrepreneur Center; 
7EƼ�%��8LSQEW��,��*SYRHIV�ERH�%VXMWXMG�(MVIGXSV��=ZSRRI�,��'LS[��,�(MVIGXSV�SJ�3TIVEXMSRW�ERH�)H-
ucation Director; and Victoria Díaz-García, Partnership and Advocacy Specialist, Civil Society Division, 
UN Women.

Activities at the Youth Hub



T H E  6 8 T H  U N I T E D  N AT I O N S  C I V I L  S O C I E T Y  C O N F E R E N C E   4 9

from Somalia to Colombia to China to Pakistan, leading up to the conference. The Youth Sub-commit-
tee made a tremendous effort to reach out in all regions to gather the views of young people around 
the world in expressing their concerns and immediate pledges to action in light of the climate crisis. 

H.E. María Fernanda Espinosa Garcés, President of the 73rd Session of the UN General Assembly, 
SƾGMEPP]� VIGIMZIH� XLI�3YXGSQI�(SGYQIRX�ERH�WYFWIUYIRXP]�WLEVIH� MX�� MRGPYHMRK� XLI�=SYXL�'PMQEXI�
Compact, with the Member States of the General Assembly.

Following the conclusion of the conference, the Youth Climate Compact served as the basis for the 
programming of the SDG Action Zone, held on the margins of the September UN Youth Climate Sum-
mit and UN Climate Action Summit 2019. COP 25 also provided a platform to further expose young 
people and their constituencies the pledges of the Compact.  Plans are now underway to follow up 
action on how the Compact is being further shared and implemented. Moving forward, it is hoped that 
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Sign of the Youth Hub at the 68th�92�'MZMP�7SGMIX]�'SRJIVIRGI��4LSXS�GVIHMX��+EFVMIPPE�6SNEW

Youth Leadership Circles. Photo credit: Civil Society Unit, UN DGC.
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Audience at the Youth Hub of the 68th UN Civil Society Conference. Photo credit: Maximilian Sköries

Pre-Conference Activity -  
Tree Planting, 24 August  
Photo Credit: Vlada Yaremenko
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Closing Plenary Session

On 28 August 2019, the Closing Plenary 
Session marked the culmination of the civ-
il society gathering and discussions that 
took place in Salt Lake City over the three 
HE]W� ERH� QEVOIH� XLI� IRH� SJ� XLI� SƾGMEP�
Conference programme. The key stake-
holders who contributed to the organiza-
tion of the 68th United Nations Civil Society 
Conference took the stage to make re-
marks, including Mr. Maher Nasser, Direc-
tor of the Outreach Division of the United 
Nations Department of Global Communi-
cations; Mr. Baldomero Lago, Chief Inter-
REXMSREP� 3ƾGIV� EX� 9XEL� :EPPI]� 9RMZIVWMX]��
and Bishop Gérald Caussé, Presiding Bish-
op of the Church of Jesus Christ of Lat-
ter-day Saints. In addition, the remarks of 
Ms. Barbara Lee, U.S. Representative for 
California’s 13th Congressional District; 
7EVEL� &IRN�� %QIVMGERW� [MXL� (MWEFMPMXMIW�
Act (ADA) Coordinator, Salt Lake City; and 
Samira Harnish, Founder and Executive Di-
rector, Women of the World also highlight-
ed the importance of the Conference and 
the role of civil society in building inclusive 



T H E  6 8 T H  U N I T E D  N AT I O N S  C I V I L  S O C I E T Y  C O N F E R E N C E   5 4

The highlight of the Closing Plenary was the delivery of the Outcome Document to H. E. Ms. María 
Fernanda Espinosa Garcés, President of the 73rd session of the UN General Assembly, by Maruxa 
Cardama, the Chair of the Conference. This symbolic act demonstrated that the voice of civil society 
[EW�LIEVH�F]�XLI�+IRIVEP�%WWIQFP]�ERH�F]�XLI�92�1IQFIV�7XEXIW��*SV�XLI�ƼVWX�XMQI�MR�XLI�LMWXSV]�SJ�
the Conference, the President of the General Assembly received the Outcome Document in person 
and promised to present it to the UN General Assembly.     

H. E. Ms. María Fernanda Espinosa Garcés said: “I encourage you to 
take forward the commitments outlined in this conference’s Outcome 
Document, which hits all the right notes on inclusivity, youth, climate 
action, peace, education, infrastructure, and technology, and which re-
flects a much-needed blend of individual action and responsibility, as 
well as transformative change at all levels of society.”
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68th United Nations Civil Society  
Conference Outcome

Statement
“Building Inclusive and Sustainable Cities and Communities”

68th United Nations Civil Society Conference
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increase disaster resilience; reduce the adverse environmental impact of cities; develop green and 
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Emirates. We underscore the critical importance of WUF to share practices, tools, and knowledge on 
how to achieve the SDGs and deliver climate change action in cities and communities.

We have only 11 years to deliver on the promises we made through the Sustainable Development 
Goals. We have less than 11 years to avoid the worst impacts of climate change.

Therefore, be it resolved:
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Youth Climate Compact
Drafted in the spirit of the 68th United Nations Civil Society Conference:  
“Building Inclusive and Sustainable Cities and Communities”

Salt Lake City, Utah, United States of America - August 26-28, 2019

We, the youth, unite in action against the climate crisis. The Earth’s climate is nearing the point-of-no-
return from which life on the planet cannot recover. The cost of inaction is too immense. Threats to 
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3.	 �Innovate climate-conscious solutions to local and global challenges and support scaling of sus-
tainable products for widespread use;

4.	 �Advance the widespread education of women and girls, understanding that doing so is a critical 
step in combating climate change;

5.	 �Be mindful of the effects of our consumption, compounded in the manufacturing, transport, stor-
age, sales, use, and disposal of products;

6.	 �-QTPIQIRX�XLI��6W��6IHYGI��6IYWI��6IG]GPI��6ITEMV��6IXLMRO��ERH�6IJYWI�MR�SVHIV�XS�JYPƼPP�E�RIX�RIK-
ative carbon future to reverse environmental degradation;

7.	 �Use our purchasing power to encourage businesses to prioritize sustainable models and environ-
QIRXEP�[IPP�FIMRK�SZIV�WLSVX�XIVQ�TVSƼXW�

8.	 �4VMSVMXM^I�IRZMVSRQIRXEPP]�JVMIRHP]�QSFMPMX]�STXMSRW��MRƽYIRGI�VIPIZERX�KSZIVRMRK�FSHMIW�XS�GIRXIV�
the “Avoid, Shift, and Improve” framework in their building of sustainable local mobility systems 
and infrastructure;

9.	 �Properly dispose of waste, and advocate for improved waste management infrastructure;

10.	 Avoid single-use plastic products and packaging to reduce the accumulation of waste;

11.	 �Shift our diets to be plant-forward and climate conscious, reducing meat consumption and de-
manding reforms in food production industries as appropriate;

12.	 �Call attention to the environmental harms caused by factory farming and unsustainable agricul-
tural practices; opt for local food and support sustainable producers;

Civil Society Youth Representatives Reading the Youth Climate Compact at the Closing Plenary Session of the 68th UN 
Civil Society Conference. Photo credit: Maximilian Sköries



T H E  6 8 T H  U N I T E D  N AT I O N S  C I V I L  S O C I E T Y  C O N F E R E N C E   6 3

13.	 �Caution against the toxic composition and limit our use of certain cosmetic, personal care, clean-
ing, and menstrual hygiene products, thereby reducing their contribution to pollution and ozone 
depletion;

14.	 �Reduce consumption of products that exacerbate deforestation and urge our governments to 
MQTVSZI�JSVIWX�IGSW]WXIQ�LIEPXL�ERH�VIJSVIWX�HIWIVXMƼIH�PERH�

15.	 �
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21.	 �Actively participate in climate-related political processes, maximizing the voice of the people and 
GLEPPIRKMRK�XLI�MRƽYIRGI�SJ�TVSƼXIIVW��YVKI�TSPMXMGEP�VITVIWIRXEXMZIW�XS�YRHIVWXERH�XLI�TVIWWMRK�
nature of the climate crisis and support policies that promote the health of our planet;

22.	 �'SRHIQR�PE[W�ERH�VIKYPEXMSRW�XLEX�HIR]�IRZMVSRQIRXEP�NYWXMGI�XS�ERH�HMWTVSTSVXMSREXIP]�EJJIGX�
marginalized groups; call attention to the disproportionate effects of climate emergencies on 
developing countries, especially the Least Developed Countries;

23.	 �Mobilize to remedy the disproportionate effects of resource depletion, environmental degrada-
tion, and pollution on vulnerable populations, such as indigenous peoples;

24.	 �Foster inclusion when addressing the pledges in this Compact, realizing that collaboration within 
and between communities is crucial in ending the climate crisis;

25.	 �Acknowledge all forms of life on Earth, understanding that we are all interconnected in the global 
ecosystem.

Through this collective agreement, we strive to harness the power of the youth to build a future that is 
certain and free of the devastation of the climate crisis.

We seek cooperation and support from all generations, governments, civil society organizations, and 
the private sector in achieving the targets of this compact. Thus, we further our commitment to the 
Paris Agreement and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, leaving no one behind.

At the advent of the 75th anniversary of the United Nations, we request the United Nations Depart-
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Side Events

	

The Tabernacle Choir and Orchestra at Temple Square perform a concert for people attending the 68th United Nations Civil 
Society Conference in Salt Lake City, August 27, 2019. Copyright 2019 by Intellectual Reserve, Inc. All rights reserved.

Reception organized by the City of Salt Lake for the participants of the 68th UN Civil Society Conference.  
4LSXS�GVIHMX��+EFVMIPPE�6SNEW
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Reception organized by the City of Salt Lake for the participants of the 68th UN Civil Society Conference.  
4LSXS�GVIHMX��+EFVMIPPE�6SNEW

Robert Redford’s Spoken Word at The Way of the Rain performance on 26 August 2019.  
Photo credit: Beau A. Pearson/Karsten Staiger

The Way of the Rain performance on 26 August 2019. Photo credit: Beau A. Pearson/Karsten Staiger
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	\ Marin Bryce, Pathway India

	\ Cheryl Butler, Park City Sunrise Rotary Club

	\ Paul Glauser, Congress for the New Urbanism – Utah Chapter

	\ Gavin Haines, CHOICE Intern

	\ Jen Hogge, Engage Africa

	\ Kathryn Horvat, United Nations Association of Utah

	\ Alex Koritz, CHOICE Humanitarian Board of Directors

	\ Caitlin McDonald, Utah Humanities

	\ Celia Peterson, Park City Municipal
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	\ Dawn Fitzgerald, New York Youth Sub-committee Member

	\ Luoyi Fu, New York Youth Sub-committee Member

	\ Lu (Mandy) Guo, New York Youth Sub-committee Member

	\ Pakhi Gupta, New York Youth Sub-committee Member

	\ Aden Hamza, New York Youth Sub-committee Member

	\ Chaste Inegbedion, New York Youth Sub-committee Member

	\ Rabeea Khalid, New York Youth Sub-committee Member

	\ Asra Khan, New York Youth Sub-committee Member

	\ Tianyang Li, New York Youth Sub-committee Member

	\ Xiaomeng (Shermin) Luo, Youth Sub-committee Member

	\ Saket Mani, New York Youth Sub-committee Member

	\ Nishat Mirza, New York Youth Sub-committee Member

	\ Sharon Pierre-Louis, New York Youth Sub-committee Member

	\ %QMXE�4VENRE��2I[�=SVO�=SYXL�7YF�GSQQMXXII�1IQFIV

	\ 8INERM�5YVEXYPEMR��2I[�=SVO�=SYXL�7YF�GSQQMXXII�1IQFIV

	\ Saphira Rameshfar, New York Youth Sub-committee Member

	\ Madison Ross, New York Youth Sub-committee Member

	\ 7YFLENMX�7ELE��2I[�=SVO�=SYXL�7YF�GSQQMXXII�1IQFIV

	\ Johanna Schwarz, New York Youth Sub-committee Member

	\ Jadayah Spencer, New York Youth Sub-committee Member

	\ Dali Ten Hove, New York Youth Sub-committee Member

	\ Rosleny Ubiñas, New York Youth Sub-committee Member

	\ Guangyu (Tim) Wu, New York Youth Sub-committee Member

	\
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	\ Lindsay Beebe, Utah Youth Sub-committee Member

	\ Bailey Metzger Bergstrom, Utah Youth Sub-committee Member

	\ Marissa Bernards, Utah Youth Sub-committee Member

	\ Yana Bogoev, Utah Youth Sub-committee Member

	\ Brylee Bromley, Utah Youth Sub-committee Member

	\ Piper Christian, Utah Youth Sub-committee Member

	\ Sendys Estevez, Utah Youth Sub-committee Member

	\ Kwamane Harris, Utah Youth Sub-committee Member

	\ Vishal Jammulapati, Utah Youth Sub-committee Member

	\ Hidayat Jan, Utah Youth Sub-committee Member

	\ Andrew Jensen, Utah Youth Sub-committee Member

	\ Lauren Johnson, Utah Youth Sub-committee Member

	\ Whitney Johnson, Utah Youth Sub-committee Member

	\ Evi Karpos, Utah Youth Sub-committee Member

	\ Diana Lopez, Utah Youth Sub-committee Member

	\ Amy Loret, Utah Youth Sub-committee Member

	\
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	\ Baldomero Lago, Salt Lake City Co-Chair, Utah Valley University

	\ Marcel Yameogo, School of Diplomacy and International Relations, Seton Hall University

	\ Noel Bonam, Association for World Education

	\ Luz Utrera, Fundacion Luz Maria

	\ Ameena Ali, International Model United Nations Association (IMUN)

	\ Aaron Etra, World Council of Peoples for the United Nations (WCPUN)

	\ Felipe Queipo, UN Department of Global Communications 

�
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	\ Modern Expo & Events

	\ /VMWXIR�)VMGOWSR��4VSNIGX�1EREKIV
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	\ Simona Ispas

	\ Trang Nguyen

	\ Pratyusha Valiveti

Knowledge Solutions and Design

	\ Helga Leifsdottir, Chief

	\ United Nations Web Group (un.org)

	\ )VMG�,ELR��;IF�ERH�-RJSVQEXMSR�1EREKIQIRX�3ƾGIV�

	\
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	\ Maritza Mckee

	\ Rick Medina

	\ Anne Metcalf
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Planning Committee of the 68th�92�'-ZMP�7SGMIX]�'SRJIVIRGI��4LSXS�GVIHMX��+EFVMIPPE�6SNEW


