
  
THE DEPUTY SECRETARY-GENERAL 

 
 
 
   23 November 2020 
 
 
Excellency, 
 
 I am pleased to provide you with an update on the United Nations systemôs 
socio-economic response to the COVID-19 pandemic.  The response is being led by 
Resident Coordinators around the world, supported by the Secretary-Generalôs 
COVID-19 Response and Recovery Trust Fund.  As the crisis continues to unfold  
in every country, our actions must inspire a renewed commitment to the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs), to ensure that no one is left behind and that our 
recovery is guided by the 2030 Agenda in this decade of action.  
 

Towards this end, I would like to introduce to you a Solutions Catalogue, 
which is now avai

unfunded projects derived from 104 Socio-Economic Response Plans (SERPs).  
The SERPs draw from Socio-Economic Impact Assessments that align to the 
ñUnited Nations Framework for the Immediate Socio-Economic Response to 
COVID-19ò.  They are a response to this protracted and unparalleled development 
emergency and, collectively, they constitute the United Nations systemôs global 
effort to help countries protect their sustainable development achievements amidst 
this unprecedented crisis. 
 

The COVID-19 Response and Recovery Trust Fund generated the 
Solutions Catalogue through a global call for proposals.  The Fund itself has 
financed 19 of the submitted programmes, reflecting its current level of 
capitalization.  The significant interest from United Nations country teams 
indicates that needs continue to far exceed available resources.  
 

I am also enclosing with this letter an interim report detailing the results  
of the Fundôs first allocation to 47 programmes.  This report further demonstrates 
how even reasonably modest amounts of focused, swift, and responsive funding 
can spark innovative and impactful socioeconomic interventions, even in the most 
challenging of circumstances.   
 
 
All Permanent Representatives 
  of Members States and Permanent  
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New York 
  




