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Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen, it is with great pleasure that I am talking to you today.  

Food insecurity remains one of the most alarming challenges we face today. It is even further 

intensified by the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic and the climate crisis.  

The preparatory work for this summit has underlined the importance of cooperation and 

collaboration at all levels, be they local, national and international, in order to reorient our 

current food systems towards greater inclusiveness and sustainability. It was heartening to 

see how many people from so many different countries, cultures and communities joined – 

either in person or virtually. It truly makes me believe that if we can succeed in reaching so 

many people, discuss some of the most urgent issues of our times and share innovative ideas, 

practices and lessons - we can 
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