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Event to commemorate the 10th official observance of the 

International Day for the Elimination of Sexual Violence in Conflict 

co-hosted by the Office of the SRSG on Sexual Violence in Conflict, the Office of the SRSG for 

Children and Armed Conflict, and the Permanent Mission of Argentina to the United Nations 

“Attacks against healthcare in conflict-affected areas: impacts for survivors of 

conflict-
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violence, who require comprehensive medical care, post-exposure prophylaxis, sexual and 

reproductive health, psychosocial support, as well avenues for reporting. 

 

Attacks on healthcare facilities rob entire communities of essential health services that are needed to 

save lives. This results in negative consequences for pregnant, nursing, and new mothers, including 

the unprecedented scale of women and girls reported to have died before or during childbirth. 

Ensuring the safety of hospitals in conflict zones is paramount for the well-being of survivors of 

sexual violence and persons at-risk, and supporting their quests for justice and redress. For instance, 

women and girls face distinct risks and harms following pregnancy as a result of rape and require 

comprehensive sexual and reproductive healthcare. Men and boys victimized by sexual violence, are 

often marginalized due to cultural shame and stigma and are at risk of increased isolation if the 

necessary care and support is not made accessible to them. Children born of conflict-
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