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New York, 24 April 2024 

Check Against Delivery 

 

Madam President, Excellencies, Members of the Security Council,  

  

It has been almost seven months since the 7 October terror attack perpetrated by 

Hamas against Israel – a country which continues to be impacted by the deep trauma 

of the attack and the uncertainty about the fate of the hostages. 

 

In Gaza, during the same period, over 34,000 people have been killed, and tens of 

thousands have been injured or maimed. Livelihoods, homes, schools and hospitals 

have been destroyed. 

 

The health infrastructure in Gaza has been decimated. The few hospitals still 

standing struggle to operate due to severe shortages of supplies and frequent power 

outages. As summer draws near and temperatures rise, communicable diseases 

threaten to sweep through Gaza.  

 

Children, who in every crisis suffer the worst and the most, are deprived of nutrition, 

protection and education, their futures hanging in the balance. 

  

The scarcity of food and other essential goods has also led to a breakdown in civil 

order and the gradual unraveling of the social fabric in Gaza. There is no effective 

law enforcement. 

 

As the Secretary-General has said: “We have a shared responsibility to secure an 

immediate humanitarian ceasefire in Gaza, the immediate and unconditional release 

of all hostages, and the unimpeded delivery of humanitarian aid”. 

 

Madam President, 

 



 

2 
 



 

3 
 

On 5h of April, the Israeli government made several commitments to improve aid 

delivery, in response to requests by the UN and the international community. A 

number of steps have been taken, including: 

 

¶ An increase in the volume of aid cleared, inspected, and crossed into Gaza 

¶ The temporary opening of the Erez crossing and the opening of the Ashdod 

port for humanitarian goods 

¶ An increase in the number of trucks entering Gaza directly from Jordan 

through Allenby/King Hussien Bridge and increased access to the North 

¶ Preparations of other Northern crossings 

¶ Continued use of Gate 96 

¶ An expansion of the operating hours of Kerem Shalom and Nitsana crossings 

¶ The resumption of operations by some bakeries in northern and central Gaza 
¶ The repair of the Nahal Oz water line 

 

I have also been advised on the approval of critical communication equipment and 

an increase in the allocation of fuel. 

 

Whilst implementation of some measures is ongoing, further definitive and urgent 

steps are needed to set the course for a sustained flow of humanitarian and 

commercial goods into Gaza in terms of volume, need and reach. Given the scale 

and scope of destruction and the extent of human suffering



 

4 
 



 

5 
 



 

6 
 

- And the return of an entire student population to school whilst educational 

facilities have been destroyed. 

As the Secretary-General has stated, the 


