Statement by H.E. Mr. Arye Mekel, Deputy Permanent Representative of Israel
to the United Nations (28 April 2004)

Mr. Chairman,

At the outset, please allow me to express my appreciation to you, H.E. Ambassador
Chowdhury, for your impressive stewardship as the Chairman of the Committee on
Information (COI).

We would also like to convey our gratitude to Mr. Shashi Tharoor, Under-Secretary-General
for Communications and Public Information, for his insightful statement and his continuing
leadership of the Department of Public Information (DPI) during this vital period of change.
We congratulate the DPI and the members of the COlI for their work this year and express our
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goal of peace in the Middle East. And finally, we are disheartened by the fact that, among its
scores of staff members, the DPI does not have even one Israeli employee.

The DPI's resources and energy should not be harnessed in the service of one party to a
conflict, or as vehicles for political attacks on member states. By allowing itself to be hijacked
by the political whims of groups, it is surrendering to its own delegitimation in the eyes of the
world. The United Nations' status as a neutral and positive force on the world stage depends
upon its use of information. And its use of information depends upon the DPI.

This is a tremendous responsibility, and Israel urges the DPI to be continually aware of all that
is at stake.

We would also like to stress that not only the DPI, but the UN in general, should make sure
that its organs and its officials treat member states fairly and objectively: Unfortunately, this is
not always the case. Earlier this week, Israel was compelled to send a letter to the Secretary-
General in protest of recent anti-Israel statements by a senior UN official.

Mr. Chairman,

On Monday we will commemorate World Press Freedom Day. On this day it is fitting for us to
pay tribute to the protections given to a free press in some quarters of the world, and to
condemn the controls imposed on it in others. By fostering a fair and open flow of information,
the DPI should take it upon itself to help to combat government-orchestrated hatred within the
world press.

By combating biased information of all kinds in the world's communication matrix, the DPI can
lead the march towards harmony within its own sphere of influence — the domain of
information.

The DPI is a conduit for the flow of information between the United Nations and the people of
the world, and each of its actions put the UN's own integrity on trial. In every act of
communication, the DPI tells as much about its own character as it does about the
information that it is conveying.

Let us not forget this.
Mr. Chairman,

We are in a period of rapid change, both in information technology and in the world's
geopolitical structure. The DPI stands at the nexus of these two forces and is in a position to
influence how they interact with one another at this crucial intersection.

There is plenty of room for optimism. As the DPI continues to modernize its logistical
framework, this will only lead to a more unbiased informational environment. Information is
naturally free, and the more we allow it to be ideologically unfettered, the more honest and
useful it will be.



| would like to now devote a few words to the scourge of Antisemitism. In the struggle against

this seemingly eternal plague, the DPI has made modest progress, but it is not enough. More

effort needs to be made to combat Antisemitism, now growing increasingly virulent throughout
our global community.

To this end, the DPI must work to educate against hatred and against the provocation to hate.
Incitement is endemic and rampant throughout the world. Too many schoolchildren are taught
the language of extremism and violence, instead of the language of hope and peace.
Incitement makes soldiers out of children, and makes peace impossible for yet another
generation. This phenomenon is especially noticeable in the Middle East, and particularly
among our Palestinian neighbors.

We believe that the DPI should act to counter this negative force in the world today. Let us
use the immense power of information to combat racism, Antisemitism, sexism, and every
other form of intolerance.

Let us better inform the world's citizenry in order to better the world.
Mr. Chairman,

Israel is proud to have been a member of the COI for a number of years, and we are once
again participating in this discussion with the hope that our call for greater fairness and
evenhandedness will be heard and heeded. In closing, we would like to again commend
Under-Secretary Tharoor, and the members of the DPI for their continuing efforts. We hope
that by next year's session we will be able to confer to the DPI our more hearty
congratulations.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
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