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d e le gation is able to play overall at the United Nations. It is my view that the Dhaka Centre 
should have a Director, and soon. Also it be prov id e d adequate and necessary resources. 
The gover n me n t will continue to accord the usual support.  

It is a matter of concern to the Bangladesh delegations that one of the two weekly Radio 
Programmes in Bangla has been arbitrarily discontinued, without  adequate consultation. As 
evidenced in the various corresp o nd e nces received, it is one of the mos t popular non- official 
language UN radio programmes, catering to over 220 millio n in Bangladesh and her 
neighbouring Indian States. Bangla, the medium through 



Perhaps most impor tantly, and this could be central to all refor ms, we have already begun our 
deliberations on the method o lo gy of choosing Mr. Kofi Annan's successor, the next Secretary -
General and others to follow, so that it will be transparent and equitable, that will truly reflect 
the urges and aspirations of the total membership, and that it will be a process in which we 
must and will ensure that our voice is heard and liste ne d to.  

Through these supremely challenging times the DPI will need to conduct itself fairly, 
prudently, objectively, impartially, even wisely, sometime s with courage and always with 
efficiency, and with the ability to respo n d effectively to the membership s' calls for support and 
assistance, if and when thes e are made. These may well appear a tall order, but not taller 
than that, in our view, can be handled by Sashi Tharoor and his team. We in the Committe e 
will help set the DPI's sights to such heights, guided at all times by the maxim of the mighty 
Dante Alighier i, Italy's poet of the renaissance, who had urged that man's reach should 
exceed his grasp for what else were heavens for? 

I thank you, Mr. Chairman.  
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