
� � 80 � � 81

UN DESA helped Member States and global stakeholders in accelerating the synergistic implementation of the 

2030 Agenda and the Paris Agreement, grounded by firm commitments and pledges, capacity-building support 

and strong partnerships across the world.

… to ensure a safe and healthy planet for all.

ENDING THE WAR ON 
NATURE

UN DESA ... 

•	 Led the organization of UN 2023 Water Conference to accelerate 
water action and integrated water management, including through 
the pledges announced in the Water Action Agenda. 

•	 Continued to foster stronger connections between the 2030 
Agenda and the Paris Agreement by co-convening the Fourth 
Global Conference on Climate and SDG Synergies and by hosting 
more than 130 events at the SDG Pavilion at the UN Climate 
Change Conference (COP27). 

•	 Supported the implementation of commitments made at the 

2021 UN High-level Dialogue on Energy by organizing the SDG 7 
Action Forum and providing policy analysis to make progress on 
achievement of SDG 7. 

•	 Reinforced implementation of the outcomes of the 2022 UN Ocean 
Conference, through organization of events to highlight the need for 
financing and partnerships to support voluntary pledges.

•	 Continued to support Member States in implementing the UN 
Strategic Plan for Forests 2030 to safeguard the world’s forests for 
the well-being of people and the planet.   

The opening ceremony of the UN 2023 Water Conference – Photo credit: UN Photo/Rick Bajornas

https://publicadministration.un.org/en/Intergovernmental-Support/Committee-of-Experts-on-Public-Administration/Governance-principles/11-governance-principles
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ENDING THE WAR ON NATURE

A new chapter in accelerating water action 

UN DESA led the organization of the UN 2023 Water 

Conference in March 2023, which opened a new 

chapter in accelerating water action and integrating 

water management in response to climate change 

and the full range of sustainable development 

challenges. A key outcome of the Conference was the 

Water Action Agenda, a compendium of voluntary 

pledges that were announced or registered in the 

lead-up to and during the Conference. More than 

800 commitments have been published, which 

reflect the collective ambition of the international 

community for water action in support of SDG 6 and 

its linkages with a broad range of other SDGs.  

The Conference, co-hosted by the governments 

of the Netherlands and Tajikistan, with UN DESA's 

Under-Secretary-General Li Junhua serving as 

the Conference Secretary-General, featured five 

interactive dialogues and over 500 side events held 

at the UN, around New York City and online. 

06
As policymakers strive to urgently address the triple planetary crises of climate change, biodiversity loss and pollution, 
they are becoming increasingly aware of the need to simultaneously address the interrelated challenges of poverty, 
inequality, the energy crisis, and the lingering effects of the COVID-19 pandemic on the global economy, as well as 
protect key natural resources such as freshwater, the ocean, and forests. UN DESA continued to support countries in 
addressing these challenges by ensuring synergistic and integrated policymaking and action globally. 

UN DESA also facilitated a dialogue to review the 

important links between water and climate action. 

Co-chaired by the governments of Egypt and Japan, 

the interactive dialogue on Water for Climate, 
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ahead, the Department has begun preparations for 

the 2025 UN Ocean Conference, together with the 

co-hosts France and Costa Rica. 

UN DESA also manages the online registry of 

voluntary ocean commitments and facilitates the 


