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accountability and redress for child rights violations. This reiterates the collective responsibility to ensure 
that the rights of children are acknowledged and protected throughout the multilateral system and the 
scope of the Summit of the Future, which is very aligned with the Statement of the Committee on the 
Rights of the Child on Human Rights Day 2023 on how children should be recognized and involved as key 
actors in the Summit of the Future3.  
 
We call on Member States to ensure that the scope and elements of the SoF ensure that current and 
future operations across the three UN pillars are underpinned by human rights, including children’s 
rights. To ensure a UN system that delivers on children’s rights, we recommend to:  

 

Chapeau 
Ensure that human rights, with an explicit reference to children’s rights, and Leaving No One Behind are 
included as a cross-



We note that the UN lacks a definition of youth and therefore, there is an overlap between the children 
and youth demographic. When expanding spaces for meaningful engagement of youth in all UN decision-
making processes, including the establishment of the Youth Office, there is a need to ensure these 
mechanisms have the necessary expertise on child rights, child participation, and child safeguarding given 
the overlap between children and youth. Young people are uniquely placed to support children’s 
meaningful participation through peer-to-peer methods. Intergenerational approaches to research are 
increasingly showing how youth-led research methods can provide a fruitful approach to enabling children 
to meaningfully take part in discussions about ‘difficult questions’ that adults may often assume are too 
complex for children.  
 

Member States, UN agencies, and civil society organizations have placed strong emphasis on future 


