


resilient, sustainable, and equitable, ultimately benefiting both current and future 
generations of humanity and the planet. 

 

 

Chapter I. Sustainable development and financing for development  

Accelerate funding and technical assistance for urgently needed investments into the 
global genebank system:  To empower genebanks to effect meaningful change in agrifood 
systems, sufficient, guaranteed financial resources are essential . Investments are needed to 
upgrade and future -proof storage facilities and associated infrastructure, implement robust 
documentation and information systems, and support research  to investigate the genetic 
potential of genebank holdings to meet user needs now and in the future. Funding safety 
back-ups of genebank collections , especially of field collections, are also essential, as real- life 
experience in Syria and elsewhere has shown. International public finance such as 
multilateral development banks and international climate funds should facilitate countries 
in making upfro nt investments into the genebank system combined given the long -term 
benefits and significant return on investment 1 of secure and accessible essential collections 
of crop diversity. This support can include dedicated concessional funding packages that 
promote coordination and combine resources from health, agriculture, biodiversity and 
climate change agendas delivered along with in -depth technical advisory  from specialized 
entities such as the Crop Trust.   

Boost engagement with farmers, farmer organizations, local communities, and 
development organizations:  Genebanks must engage directly with individual farmers, local 
enterprises, and communities and collaborate with development organizations at scale  to 
reach those people and communities that are growing the food that we all need. Farmers, 
especially small- scale farmers, many of whom are women, possess invaluable knowledge as 
traditional custodians of on -farm crop diversity. Genebanks, breeders and researchers 
should collaborate with farmers in participatory breeding programs, on- farm conservation 
efforts, and decision -making processes . Initiatives that promote farmer -led seed systems, 
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