


 

 

Beyond GDP 
 
Vital to re-building the credibility and relevance of democratic multilateralism is a political 
commitment to move beyond GDP. Despite decades of efforts to do this, including in SDG 
Target 17.19, GDP remains dominant, nationally and globally.  
 
GDP, which measures the market value of goods and services produced in a country at a given 
time, was adopted after WWII as a way to ensure global price stability. Today, it is widely used 
as a proxy for development, a benchmark for development assistance and a measure of fiscal 
soundness and investment worthiness.  
 
GDP values market-based activities, even those actively contributing to deforestation, air and 
water pollution, biodiversity loss and greater GHG emissions. GDP does not count the value of 
unpaid labour in households and communities, mostly undertaken by women, and under-values 
the informal sector, predominant in many developing countries. It ignores wealth inequalities 
as well as non-income inequalities and distorts - 



 

UN System Funding 
 
The way the UN system is funded is contributing to the crisis in multilateralism. Inadequate UN 
system funding not only undermines Member State agreements but also fragments mandated 
programming and distorts UN governance. The bulk of UN system funding continues to come 
predominantly from a few Member States. In recent years, the share of a limited number of 
non-state actors has increased but has not been matched by related accountability and 
reporting measures. 
  
Sustainable development and human rights suffer from entrenched inadequate funding 
patterns. The human rights pillar, mainly funded through assessed contributions, is chronically 
underfunded. The UN development system relies heavily on voluntary contributions, the bulk of 



 

The veto: the perennial thorn in the side of multilateralism 
 
The veto of the P5 powers is probably the most blatant mechanism entrenching power 
relationships as a foundation of UN function. It not only stymies the Security Council in seeking 
to fulfill its direct mandate to promote peace and ensure security, its tentacles extend deep 
into the system, providing disproportionate influence originating in the Charter-endowed 
advantage of power imbalance, as reflected in permanent membership and veto. The “chill 
factor” of this advantage/privilege reaches far into many parts of the UN system in ways formal, 
informal by customary practice, and hidden “arm-twisting”.  
 
The veto is the acknowledged Achilles heel of democratizing the Security Council. Under 
provisions of the Charter, it can realistically only be incrementally adapted through moral 
suasion and gradually shifting norms and working methods. But if it remains intact or is 
extended to additional Permanent Members in an effort to square the circle and “democratize” 
the body without having to give up existing advantages of the most powerful members, it could 
create the “worst of both worlds” instead of an improvement.  
 
With regard to peace and security, a primary challenge of the SoTF to confront undemocratic 
global governance is to adopt concrete steps to eliminate the use of the veto, and certainly not 
expand it. 
 

Whither multilateralism? 
 
As the SoTF is charged with addressing the drivers of the power imbalances in global decision
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